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The  weekend  is  approaching  and  if  i  your  chance  to  enjoy  a  little 
fun  with  your  family  and  friends.  One  thing  is  certain ...  in 
Hattiesburg,  weekend  entertainment  is  a  sure  bet  and  making 
plans  is  just  a  click  away.  At  visithattie.com,  explore  where  to  Eat 
Shop,  Stay  and  Play  right  at  your  fingertips.  Hattiesburg ...  a  great 
place  for  youraffordable,  family-friendly  Holiday  getaway! 
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Victorian  Candlelit  Christmas 

Hidtoric  Downtown  Area 
December  12  &  13 
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866.4-HATTIE-visithallie.com 


Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 


he  way  to  the  top. 


It  changes  you,  this  place  called  Southern  Miss.  Nowhere  else  are  dreams  sparked  with  such  enthusiasm. 
Or  followed  with  such  passion.  At  Hancock  Bank,  we  salute  this  spirit  of  grand  ambition.  And  were  proud 
to  support  students,  parents  and  alumni  alike  as  they  follow  their  goals,  wherever  they  may  lead. 

So  remember,  while  you're  out  there  pulling  for  your  Eagles,  we're  right  here  pulling  for  you— with  more 
than  a  century  of  strength,  stability  and  security 


Serving  you  with  7  branches  in  the  Pine  Belt  and  more  than  100  across  the  Gulf  South. 


Hancock  Bank 


Member  FDIC  hancockbank.com 


You  could  save  hundreds  of  dollars  a  year  on  your  car  and  home  insurance.  Call 
1-888-751-5644  for  a  free  no-obligation  rate  quote,  and  find  out  about  the  special 
group  discount  you  could  receive  just  for  being  a  Southern  Miss  alum.* 

While  you're  scoring  savings,  cast  your  vote  for  the  Liberty  Mutual  Coach  of  the  Year. 
Last  year  nearly  a  million  fans  voted  for  the  football  coach  they  thought  best  demonstrated 
responsibility,  integrity  and  excellence,  on  and  off  the  field. 

Be  part  of  this  year's  action  by  visiting  coachoftheyear.com/savings. 
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Liberty 
Mutual* 


This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

"Discounts  and  credits  are  available  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow,  and  may  vary  by  state.  To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  applicants  are  individually  underwritten;  not  all  applicants 
may  qualify.  Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  by  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affiliates,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  In  Texas,  coverage  provided  and  underwritten 
by  Liberty  County  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affiliates,  2100  Walnut  Hill  Lane,  Irving,  TX.  A  consumer  report  from  a  consumer  reporting  agency  and/or  motor  vehicle  report  on  all 
drivers  listed  on  your  policy  may  be  obtained  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow.  ©  2009  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 
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FROM  THE  ARCHIVES:  COMMON  KNOWLEDGE 

For  the  majority  of  the  past  five  decades,  the  J.B.  George  University  Commons 
has  been  a  central  gathering  place  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus.  In  2006,  the  primary 
dining  area  for  Southern  Miss  students  moved  to  the  new  Thad  Cochran  Center, 
and  in  2009  the  site  was  torn  down.  The  area  will  be  converted  to  a  central  campus 
green  space  that  will  be  setting  for  many  more  Southern  Miss  memories. 


FLETCHER  AND  BROWN:  SOUTHERN  MISS'  DYNAMIC  DUO 

While  college  football  offensive  coordinators  across  the  country  seek  for  ways 
to  keep  from  becoming  overly  dependent  on  either  the  running  or  passing  game, 
running  back  Damion  Fletcher  and  wide  receiver  DeAndre  Brown  help  give 
Southern  Miss  one  of  the  most  balanced  offenses  in  the  country. 


WELCOME  HOME  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 

The  Ogletree  House  has  once  again  opened  its  doors  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  following  gifts  from  more  than  850  alumni  and  the  completion 
of  a  $4  million,  20-month  construction  project.  Today,  the  house  is  more 
attractive  and  functional  than  ever. 


EAGLES  EARN  THEIR  WINGS 

For  a  number  of  years,  the  work  ol  the  U.S.  Air  Force  has  been  accomplished 
on  eagles'  wings — golden  eagles'  wings,  that  is.  (Ret.)  Li.  Gen.  Michael  Peterson 
and  Brig.  Gen.  James  Poss  have  taken  lessons  learned  at  Southern  Miss  and 
applied  them  at  the  highest  ranks  of  the  U.S.  military. 


FRONT  COVER:  POWELL  OGLETREE'S  LIVING  LEGACY  POSES  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  SOUTH  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  STRUCTURE  THAT  BEARS  HIS  NAME 
ON  THE  HATTIESBURG  CAMPUS.  OGLETREE,  WHO  DIED  IN  2005,  WORKED  AS  DIRECTOR  OF  ALUMNI  RELATIONS  FOR  34  YEARS 
UNTIL  HIS  RETIREMENT  IN  1 987.  SEATED  AT  CENTER  IS  OGLETREE'S  WIDOW  FRANCES.  SURROUNDED  BY  THEIR  CHILDREN  AND 
.  PHOTO  BY  KELLY  DUNN. 
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HEY  GOLDEN 
EAGLE  FANS! 

There's  no  better  time  to 

join  the  Southern  Miss 

Alumni  Association. 


I 


/  .\     /  ith  less  than  one  year  to  go  in  the  Alumni 
Association's  20,000  in  2010  Membership 
Campaign,  we're  almost  there  but  we  still  need 
your  helpl  Give  the  gift  of  a  $20.10  Centennial  membership 
in  the  Association  to  a  family  member  or  friend. 


Thanks  to  your  membership  and  support,  we've 
made  significant  strides  toward  the  success  of  this 
unprecedented  campaign,  reaching  a  record  level  of 
paid  membership  in  the  Association  at  18,612  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  2009  Fiscal  Year. 

In  addition,  if  you  purchase  a  gift  membership  at 
the  Ogletree  House  or  SouthernMissAlumni.com, 
you'll  also  receive  a  limited-edition  Seymour 
bobblehead.  The  7-inch  clay  bobblehead  features 
Seymour  in  his  black  No.  1  Southern  Miss  jersey. 

For  more  information  on  membership, 

contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013  or 

alumni@usm.edu,  or  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
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70.000  in  20AO 


(notes  from  home 


Southern  Miss  has  always  been  a  familiar  and  comfortable  place  to  me.  My  parents  introduced  me 
to  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  when  1  was  a  few  weeks  old,  and  as  a  child  I  practically  grew  up  there  before 
enrolling  as  a  student.  Going  back  to  "Southern"  is  always  an  interesting  experience.  In  many  ways  it  is 
similar  to  any  trip  to  a  destination  that  was  once  an  integral  part  of  our  lives.  We  are  likely  to  rekindle 
friendships,  recall  fond  memories  and  reminisce  about  the  past.  For  the  first  time  in  more  than  30  years  1 
spent  two  consecutive  days  on  campus  for  activities  that  did  not  involve  athletics,  fine  arts  or  other  grand 
productions  for  which  our  institution  routinely  summons  its  alumni  back  home.  Although  applause  and 
school  spirit  were  present,  there  were  no  touchdowns,  slam  dunks  or  home  runs.  Although  beauty  and 
grace  abounded,  there  were  no  dancers,  singers  or  other  musicians. 

The  excitement  involved  re-polishing  a  gem  to  a  luster  that  exceeded  its  original  grandeur.  I  am 
speaking  of  the  newly  renovated  and  expanded  Ogletree  House.  This  project  reflects  what  USM  does  best. 
It  takes  something  good  and  makes  it  better.  It  blends  the  old  and  new  in  a  way  that  is  respectful  of  the 
best  of  our  past  while  infusing  all  that  is  needed  to  live  in  the  present  and  be  a  part  of  creating  success  in 
the  future.  You  may  recall  that  this  structure  was  one  of  the  five  original  buildings  on  the  campus.  Over 
time  it  has  been  known  as  the  President's  Home,  serving  as  home  to  many  of  the  institution's  presidents,  and  later  the 
Alumni  House,  as  the  home  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association.  In  1987  it  was  named  the  "Ogletree  House"  in 
honor  of  my  father,  Powell  G.  Ogletree,  when  he  retired  after  34  years  of  service  as  Director  of  Alumni  Relations.  To  my 
Dad,  that  was  the  greatest  honor  he  received  at  USM.  When  my  mother,  Frances  Ogletree,  cut  the  ribbon  celebrating 
the  formal  re-opening  of  Ogletree  House,  it  was  a  proud  moment  for  the  Ogletree  family.  My  sister,  Frances  Palmer, 
my  brother,  Bill  Ogletree,  and  our  spouses  and  children  attended  and  enjoyed  the  event.  We  appreciated  the  vision, 
planning  and  execution  required  of  so  many  that  allowed  us  to  enjoy  that  day.  The  project  was  completed  due  to  the 
contributions  of  more  than  850  alumni  and  friends.  Neither  Hurricane  Katrina  nor  the  recent  difficult  economic  times 
during  could  stop  Campaign  Co-Chairs  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  and  Lou  Ann  Poynter  from  far  exceeding  the  $3  million 
fund-raising  goal  or  Building  Committee  Chair  Randy  Pope  from  seeing  the  renovation  and  expansion  project  through 
to  its  completion. 


On  behalf  of  the  Ogletree  family,  I  thank  everyone  who  played  a  role  in  this  project.  So  many  contributed  time, 
knowledge  and  financial  resources  to  create  a  home  for  the  alumni  and  friends  of  Southern  Miss  that  will  serve  the 
University  and  the  Alumni  Association  for  many  years  to  come.  The  Ogletree  family  hopes  you  will  take  the  time  to 
return  to  your  Southern  roots,  visit  the  campus  and  enjoy  the  Ogletree  House.  In  addition  to  it  serving  as  home  for  Bob 
Pierce  and  his  fine  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  it  is  a  place  for  all  alumni  and  friends  of  Southern 
Miss.  Everywhere  you  turn  you  will  find  style,  beauty  and  names  of  USM  faithful. 

This  trip  back  to  Southern  involved  seeing  many  old  friends  who  were  important  to  our  family  and  Southern  Miss, 
invoked  fond  memories  with  our  parents,  and  caused  us  to  reminisce  about  times  gone  by.  What  was  different  to  me 
about  this  trip  from  all  others  was  the  lasting  impression  that  Southern  is  more  than  a  place  of  historical  significance 
to  my  family  that  was  an  important  part  of  our  past.  Southern  Miss  is  a  dynamic  institution  fulfilling  a  critical  need  in 
the  present  and  empowering  students,  faculty,  staff  and  our  entire  state  and  region  to  succeed  in  the  future.  With  each 
of  us  doing  our  part,  we  can  ensure  that  Dr.  Saunders'  description  of  the  University  as  "Creative.  Bold.  Determined."  is 
as  applicable  to  the  present  and  future  as  it  has  been  to  the  past. 

The  Ogletree  family  hopes  to  see  each  of  you  at  the  Ogletree  House  and  hear  you  repeat  one  of  Dad's  favorite  say- 
ings: "It's  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle!" 


Powell  G.  "Gee"  Ogletree,  Jr. 
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Anonymous 
Gifts  to  Support 
Centennial  Gateway 
at  Southern  Miss 

Nearly  100  years  ago,  a  barbed  wire 
fence  was  installed  to  keep  cows  from 
roaming  onto  the  campus  of  what  was 
then  called  Mississippi  Normal  College. 
A  century  later,  the  Centennial  Gateway 
will  serve  as  a  much  more  impressive  and 
dignified  entrance  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

University  President  Dr.  Martha 
Saunders  and  the  leadership  of  the 
Centennial  Celebration  Steering 
Committee  announced  in  August  that  an 
anonymous  donor  has  pledged  $200,000 
to  fund  the  building  of  the  gateway,  a  more 
than  125-foot-wide  brick  and  cast  stone 
structure  that  will  welcome  students, 
alumni,  faculty,  staff,  friends  and  visitors 
at  the  main  entrance  to  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus  on  Hardy  Street. 

"It  is  with  tremendous  joy  that  the 
Lord  has  enabled  me  to  make  this  com- 
mitment to  my  alma  mater  at  a  time  when 
the  University's  economic  difficulties 
would  have  precluded  this  from  being 
possible,"  said  the  donor  in  a  prepared 
statement.  "The  Centennial  Gateway  will 
be  one  of  the  most  dramatic  entrances  to 
any  university  campus  and  distinguishes 
Southern  Miss  as  the  exemplary  university 
it  is." 

The  anonymous  gift  is  in  addition  to 
a  $17,777.77  contribution  from  The  Gold 
Leaf,  a  secret  society  that  has  helped  sup- 
port a  number  of  Southern  Miss  projects 
in  recent  years.  Among  other  gifts,  The 
Gold  Leaf  has  made  contributions  to  dedi- 
cate a  room  in  the  Thad  Cochran  Center, 
and  to  the  restoration  and  expansion  of 
the  Ogletree  House. 

"It  is  important  to  The  Gold  Leaf  that 
we  play  a  role  in  the  celebration  of  the 
University's  centennial  in  2010,"  a  letter 
addressed  to  Saunders  said.  "Because  we 
believe  in  this  project,  we  are  willing  to 
make  a  $17,777.77  contribution  toward  the 
construction  of  a  new  sign." 

With  the  All-American  Rose  Garden 
to  the  east  and  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
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Administration  Building  as  its  backdrop 
the  gateway  promises  to  immediately 
become  one  of  the  most  recognizable 
physical  structures  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus  when  it  is  dedicated  on  March 
30,  2010,  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the 
University's  found- 
ing. The  structure 
was  designed  by 
Albert  &  Associates 
Architects  of 
Hattiesburg,  and 
construction  on 
the  project  is  being 
conducted  by  B.W. 
Sullivan  Building 
Contractor,  Inc.  of 
Hattiesburg. 


"The  momentous  occasion  that  is  the 
celebration  of  the  University's  Centennial 
deserves  a  significant  physical  monument 
recognizing  its  occurrence,  and  we  are 
pleased  that  the  Centennial  Gateway's 
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construction  can  move  forward  as  a 
result  of  this  contribution,"  University 
President  Martha  Saunders  said.  "We  are 
so  very  grateful  to  the  donors  who  have 
recognized  the  progress  our  institution 
has  made  over  its  first  100  years  and  have 
demonstrated  their  love  for  Southern  Miss 
with  these  gifts." 

The  gateway  is  one  of  the  most 
significant  initiatives  of  the  University's 
Centennial  Celebration  of  2010.  Extending 
from  the  east  side  of  West  Memorial  Drive 
to  the  west  side  of  East  Memorial  Drive, 
the  62-foot  wide  middle  section  of  the 
gateway  features  the  name  and  seal  of 
the  institution,  as  well  as  urns  replicated 
from  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration 
Building.  Four-foot  wide  gateposts  on  op- 
posite sides  of  the  streets  will  feature  the 


year  of  the  University's  legislative  found- 
ing in  1910.  At  its  lowest  height  the  wall 
is  6-feet,  8-inches  tall,  and  is  10-feet  high 
at  Us  center,  where  the  University  seal  is 
located. 

"The  challenge  for  this  design  was  to 
get  the  location  of  the  gateway  the  right 
distance  from  Hardy  Street  and  to  the 
right  scale  signifying  the  entrance  to  a 
prestigious  university  in  the  state,"  project 
architect  Larry  Albert  said. 

The  dedication  of  the  gateway  on 
March  30,  2010,  will  be  a  part  of  the 
yearlong  Centennial  Celebration,  which 
is  being  guided  by  a  50-memher  steer- 
ing committee  led  by  co-chairs  Dr.  Alvin 
Williams,  lormer  dean  ol  the  University's 
College  of  Business,  and  Rex  Kelly,  a  for- 
mer Mississippi  Power  executive.  Events 


begin  on  January  29  in  Jackson,  with 
the  "Voice  of  the  Century"  concert  that 
features  opera  star  Renee  Fleming,  and 
will  continue  throughout  the  calendar 
year  2010.  Other  cornerstone  events 
include  a  Centennial  Founders'  Week 
Celebration,  March  26-30,  2010,  and 
Homecoming  2010,  October  15-16,  2010. 
A  full  list  of  events  can  be  found  at 
usm.edu/centennial. 

"The  Centennial  Gateway  will  be  a 
lasting,  physical  reminder  of  our  first  100 
years,"  Centennial  Celebration  Steering 
Committee  Honorary  Chair  Dr.  Aubrey 
Lucas  said.  "Decades  from  now,  much 
of  what  we  have  done  and  accomplished 
from  1910  through  2010  might  be  but  a 
distant  memory  if  not  for  the  gateway's 
daily  reminder  of  who  we  once  were  and 
what  we  have  become." 

Center:  The  Centenniol  Gateway  is  a  brick  and 
mortar  project  that  will  commemorate  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  University's  founding  on  March 
30,  1910,  and  enhance  the  main  entrance  to  its 
Hattiesburg  Campus.  Above  is  the  architect's  cec  :■ 
tion  of  the  project. 

Bottom:  Southern  Miss  officials  and  invited 
dignitaries  took  part  in  a  groundbreaking  ce 
for  the  Centennial  Gateway.  Pictured  from  e-"  :.  e 
John  Brown,  assistant  to  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Hattiesburg;  Rex  Kelly  and  Alvin  Williams    : 
of  the  University's  Centennial  Committee;  Southern 
Miss  President  Martha  Saunders;  Aubrey  Lucas, 
honorary  chair  of  the  Centennial  Committee; 
Hattiesburg  architect  Larry  Albert;  and  Centennial 
Celebration  Coordinator  Jennifer  Payne.  Tl 
unattended  shovels  represented  the  anc- 
gifts,  with  the  second  reserved  for  the  leer. 
$200,000,  and  the  seventh  reserved  for  :■ 
Leaf's  contribution. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  five  buildings 
dating  back  to  the  institution's 
opening  nearly  a  century  ago  still 
stand  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus? 
The  five  original  buildings  are 
College  Hall,  Forrest  County  Hall, 
Hattiesburg  Hall,  the  Honor  house 
and  the  Ogletree  House. 
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Southern  Miss  Announces  Largest  Enrollment  in  University  History 


The  University  has  recorded  its 
largest  overall  enrollment  this  fall  with 
16,668  students,  including  a  second- 
consecutive  record  freshman  class.  The 
University's  campus  and  teaching  sites  on 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  also  surpassed 
all  previous  enrollments  with  3,066 
students.  The  numbers,  reported  by  the 
Southern  Miss  Office  of  Institutional 
Research,  reflect  duplicated  enrollment 
that  includes  13,562  undergraduates 
and  3,106  graduates. 

"Record  enrollment,  increased 
retention  and  a  record  freshman  class  are 
wonderful  reflections  on  the  quality  of  our 
academic  programs  and  instruction,"  said 
President  Martha  Saunders.  "I  congratulate 
our  wonderful  faculty,  staff  and  recruiters 
for  this  most  excellent  news." 

The  number  of  new,  first-time 
freshmen  at  Southern  Miss  is  up  nearly 
6  percent  over  the  2008  freshman  class 
that  was  10  percent  larger  than  the  year 
before,  said  Vice  President  for  Student 
Affairs  Joe  Paul.  "We  are  really  beginning 
to  see  the  fruits  of  increased  recruitment 
and  retention  activities  over  the  past 
couple  of  years.  It's  good  to  see  those 
efforts  are  paying  off." 

Enrollment  numbers  on  the 
Gulf  Coast  increased  nearly  10  percent, 
or  269  students,  from  2008.  The  biggest 
increase  was  among  undergraduate 
students  at  13.35  percent. 


2009  UNIVERSITY  ENROLLMENT  HIGHLIGHTS 


Overall  University  graduate  enrollment  is  up  6.6  percent  from 
2008  likely  due  to  two  years  of  increased  promotional  efforts 
and  the  number  of  available  certificate  programs.  The  number  of 
new  graduate  students  also  increased  17  percent  from  last  year. 

The  Office  of  Residence  Life  reports  a  20-year  high  in  number  of 
students  living  in  on-campus  housing.  A  total  of  3,264  students 
moved  into  residence  halls  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 

Among  this  year's  freshman  class  are  50  Presidential 
Scholars,  13  of  whom  are  National  Merit  Scholars 
with  an  average  ACT  score  of  29. 

The  incoming  freshman  class  for  the  Honors  College 

is  160,  a  record  number,  as  is  the  overall  enrollment  of  550. 

The  freshmen  retention  rate  is  up  by  2  percent  to  74  percent 
this  year. 

The  number  of  transfer  students  entering 

Southern  Miss  was  up  slightly  this  fall  with  1,650  students. 


10 


TO« 


(news  around  campuT 


II  I 


WWI  Organization  Honors  History  Professor 


An  organization 
devoted  to  covering 
all  aspects  of 
World  War  I  has 
honored  a  history 
professor  for  his 
scholarship  on 
one  of  its  key  battles. 
Dr.  Michael  Neiberg  is  the  recipient 
of  the  U.S.  branch  of  the  Western  Front 
Association's  2008  Norman  B.  Tomlinson  Jr. 
Prize  for  the  best  work  of  history  in  English 
on  World  War  I  for  his  monograph  "The 
Second  Battle  of  the  Marne,"  published  by  the 


KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  institution 
has  been  recognized  by  four 
different  names  over  the  course  of 
its  nearly  100  years  of  existence? 
Founded  as  Mississippi  Normal 
College  in  1910,  it  was  known  as 
State  Teachers  College  from  1924 
to  1940,  and  Mississippi  Southern 
College  from  1940  to  1962, 
when  it  became  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi. 


University  of  Indiana.  The  prize  includes 
a  check  for  $3,000. 

Neiberg's  work  looks  at  how  the 
German  advance  toward  Paris  in  the 
summer  of  1918  was  thrown  back  in  the  first 
major  battle  of  the  war  that  included 
the  recently  arrived  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  fighting  alongside  their  British,  French 
and  Italian  allies. 

The  panel  awarding  the  Tomlinson  Prize 
consists  of  scholars  and  military  veterans, 
including  chairman  Dennis  Showalter  of 
Colorado  College,  a  former  president  of 
the  Society  for  Military  History;  retired 


Brigadier  General  Robert  A.  Doughty,  a 
former  chairman  of  the  History  Department 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  (West 
Point);  and  retired  ambassador  Leonard  G. 
Shurtleff,  past  president  of  The  Western  Front 
Association's  United  States  Branch. 

Neiberg,  who  joined  the  Southern 
Miss  faculty  in  2005,  is  co-director  of  the 
Department  of  History's  Center  for  the  Study 
of  War  and  Society  and  director  of  graduate 
studies  for  the  department.  His  areas  of 
expertise  include  World  War  I,  war  and 
society,  American  military  history  and  the 
history  of  France. 


Fulbright  Scholar  to  Teach  Arabic  at  USM 


Students 
can  now 
experience 
the  Middle 
Eastern 
world 
through 
new  Arabic 
language 
and  Middle 
Eastern 
Dr.  Nagwa  Megahed  studies 

courses  taught  by  Fulbright  Scholar-In- 
Residence  Dr.  Nagwa  Megahed. 

An  assistant  professor  of  education 
and  Middle  Eastern  studies  at  Ain  Shams 
University  in  Cairo,  Egypt,  Megahed  is 
a  unique  addition  to  the  department  of 
foreign  languages  and  literatures  as  its 


first  Fulbright  Scholar.  She  specializes 
in  the  fields  of  language,  culture  and 
international  education. 

She  is  teaching  intermediate  and 
advanced  Arabic  language  courses  as  well 
as  WS  490:  Gender,  Education,  and  Peace 
and  HON  492:  Middle  Eastern  Culture  and 
Society  during  her  one-year  appointment  at 
Southern  Miss.  These  courses  are  open  to 
students  trom  all  academic  areas. 

The  Fulbright  Scholar  Program  is  a 
world-renowned  and  highly  prestigious 
international  exchange  program  funded 
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  State,  Bureau 
of  Education  and  Cultural  Affairs.  At 
its  core,  the  program  seeks  to  foster 
mutual  understanding  and  international 
partnership  between  U.S.  institutions  and 
participating  nations. 


Dining  Facilities  Get  Upgrade  in  Time  for  Fall 


Seymour's  Food  Court,  a  popular 
University  eatery,  features  a  new  look 
and  a  new  tenant.  Located  in  the  R.C.  Cook 
University  Union,  Seymour's  now  includes 
an  expanded,  full  service  Chick-fil-A  and 
a  new  Subway  restaurant,  featuring  sub 
sandwiches  and  salads  from  the  popular 
national  chain,  including  its  $5  footlong 
special.  Diners  can  also  find  a  freshly 


repainted  facility  with  booth  seating  and 
flat  screen  televisions,  with  the  entire 
serving  area  moved  forward  to  face  direct!}' 
into  the  dining  room. 

Hours  are  Monday  through  Thursday 
from  7  a.m.  to  8:30  p.m.  and  Friday  from 
7  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Seymour's  will  also  be  open 
on  Saturdays  for  special  events,  such  as  home 
football  games. 


Seymour's  Food  Court  now  features 
a  Chick-fil-A  and  a  Si  bwa\ 
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School  of  Nursing  Welcomes  Inaugural  DNP  Class 


The  School  of  Nursing  welcomed  the 
first  students  in  a  new  program  designed  to 
take  health  care  practice  to  a  higher  level. 

Ten  full-time  students  comprise  the 
inaugural  class  of  the  Doctor  of  Nursing 
Practice  (DNP)  program.  Unlike  the 
traditional  research-based  PhD  in  nursing 
program,  whose  focus  is  on  knowledge 
generation,  the  DNP  model  ensures  that 
evidenced-based  knowledge  makes  its  way 
to  the  health  care  arena. 

Nursing  programs  nationwide,  in 
response  to  studies  documenting  challeng- 
es of  health  care  agencies  to  provide  safe 
environments  for  patient  care,  recognized 
the  need  to  prepare  a  more  highly  educated 
practitioner  to  direct  patient  care. 

The  School  of  Nursing  and  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center 
(UMC)  have  partnered  to  grant  the  DNP 
degree  through  a  consortium  model.  Other 
schools  in  the  consortium — Alcorn  State 
University,  Delta  State  University  and  the 


Members  of  the  inaugural  Doctor  of  Nursing  Practice  class  gathered  on  August  18  for  a  reception. 


Mississippi  University  for  Women — will 
share  state  resources,  such  as  faculty,  and 
will  utilize  classes  taught  by  distance 
learning  technology  to  each  university  in 
the  consortium.  Students  will  be  able  to 


take  the  core  DNP  classes  at  any  of  the  five 
universities  in  the  consortium  and  receive 
the  degree  from  one  of  the  two  degree- 
granting  schools,  Southern  Miss  and  UMC. 


Pulitzer-Winning 
Journalist  Joins 
College  of  Arts 
and  Letters 


Jed  Home,  a  Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
journalist  and  award-winning  author  of 
Jed  Home  a  book  about  Hurricane  Katrina's  impact 

on  New  Orleans,  is  serving  as  a  visiting  distinguished  lecturer  in 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  during  the  2009-10  academic  year. 

Home  is  the  former  metro  editor  of  The  (New  Orleans)  Times- 
Picayune,  where  he  oversaw  the  newspaper's  Pulitzer-winning 
coverage  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  He  later  published  "Breach  of  Faith: 
Hurricane  Katrina  and  the  Near  Death  of  a  Great  American  City," 
named  Book  of  the  Year  by  the  Louisiana  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities  and  one  of  six  works  of  nonfiction  nominated 
nationally  for  the  2007  Helen  Bernstein  Award. 

A  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  Home  is  spending  the  fall 
semester  in  Hattiesburg,  teaching  seminars  to  undergraduate  and 
graduate  students  on  literary  journalism  and  non-fiction  writing 
offered  through  the  Department  of  English  and  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism.  He  will  spend  the  spring  semester 
teaching  the  same  seminars  on  the  Gulf  Coast  Campus.  He  will 
also  offer  an  interdisciplinary  seminar  during  the  January  mini- 
session  examining  the  impact  of  Hurricane  Katrina  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  from  a  variety  of  perspectives. 


M, 


Hederman  Brothers  about  your  business. 

Our  service  oriented  sales  executives  and 

understand  your  needs.  our  mission  15  to  you  succeed. 

With    I  I  I   years  of  experience,  we  are  a  proven  er. 

We  work  around  the  clock  to  ensure  timely  delivery  of  your 

materials.  if  your  project  is  small  or  large,  wecan  print  it. 

From  a  postcard  to  variable  data,  we  know  mail  and 

WHAT  WORKS    BEST.    We   CAN    SAVE  YOU   TIME  AND    MONEY. 


HEDERMAN    BROTHERS 

WE  ARE   YOUR   SOURCE   FOR  VERSATILE   PRINTING  SOLUTIONS. 
500  Steed  Rd.  Ridgeland,  MS  •  eoi.853.7300  •    I  ,800.844.730  I 
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Research  and  Economic  Development  VP  to  Retire 


Dr.  Cecil  Burge  is  retiring  as  vice 
president  for  research  and  economic 
development  after  leading  the  University's 
research  enterprise  for  more  than  five 
years.  His  retirement  is  effective  Dec.  31. 
A  national  search  for  a  successor  began 
this  fall. 

"Under  his  leadership,  the  University's 
external  research  funding  increased 
dramatically,"  University  President  Martha 
Saunders  said.  "His  ability  to  identify  fund 
sources  and  to  mentor  faculty  throughout 
the  grant  process  are  invaluable  assets  that 
will  be  truly  missed." 

A  Southern  Miss  computer  science 
professor  since  1970,  Burge  has  had 
experience  in  virtually  every  position  and 
role  associated  with  the  research  enter- 
prise. This  includes  serving  in  various 
administrative  positions  such  as  technol- 
ogy transfer  officer,  director  of  the  Office  of 
Research  and  Sponsored  Programs,  and  as 
associate  vice  president  for  research. 

The  University  reached  the  century 
mark  in  external  funding  for  the  first  time 
with  a  high  of  $102  million  in  2006,  up 
from  just  $40  million  in  2000.  At  any 
given  time,  Southern  Miss  has  as  many  as 
1,000  or  more  active  grant  projects. 

Burge  is  quick  to  champion  the 
University's  efforts  in  fostering  the 
research  environment.  "In  one  generation 
Southern  Miss  has  done  what  no  one  gave 
it  permission  to  do:  become  a  comprehen- 
sive research  university  with  faculty  and 
programs  that  are  demonstrably  world 
class,"  Burge  said. 

Individual  faculty  members  have  also 
experienced  success,  something  Burge 
finds  personally  gratifying.  "A  lot  of  this 


Dr.  Cecil  Burge  has  announced  his  retirement,  effective  Dec.  31,  2009. 


job  is  like  being  a  cheerleader  for  the 
faculty,"  said  Burge.  "Nothing  makes  me 
happier  than  to  see  someone  get  external 
funds  for  his  or  her  project." 

While  providing  an  avenue  for  much 
needed  operating  funds,  the  research 
enterprise  also  serves  as  a  catalyst  for  eco- 
nomic development  in  south  Mississippi. 
A  cornerstone  of  that  philosophy  will  be 
realized  later  this  fall  with  the  opening 
of  the  first  buildings  in  The  Garden, 
the  University's  innovation  and 
commercialization  park. 

"With  the  opening  of  The  Garden,  we 
have  put  a  significant  piece  of  research  and 
commercialization  infrastructure  in  place 
that  will  benefit  this  region  for  years  to 
come,"  Burge  said. 

During  his  time  at  Southern  Miss, 
Burge  has  conducted  numerous  externally 
sponsored  projects  in  the  areas  of  rural 
health  care  delivery,  applications  ol  mobile 


communications  technology,  software 
engineering  and  technology-based 
economic  development.  Projects  in 
his  portfolio  have  included  organizationally 
challenging  efforts  crossing  multiple 
agencies,  states,  disciplines,  and 
universities.  Many  of  these  projects  have 
involved  University  consortia  and  academic- 
industrial-government  partnerships. 

Burge  also  led  the  effort  to  obtain 
Southern  Miss'  first  accreditation  in  computer 
science  and  later  served  on  the  national 
accrediting  agency,  the  Computer  Sciences 
Accreditation  Board.  In  this  capacity,  he  also 
served  as  director  of  the  Software  Engineering 
Laboratory,  a  technology  transfer  and  product 
development  group. 

A  native  of  Pearl  River  County,  Burge 
is  a  registered  professional  engineer  with 
bachelor's  and  doctoral  degrees  from 
Mississippi  State  University. 


OLU  Honors  Outgoing  Director 


A  retirement  ceremony  was  held  in  April 
for  Sue  Pace,  former  director  of  the  Osher 
Lifelong  Learning  Institute.  Pace  founded  and 
served  as  director/liason  for  OLLI  for  17  years. 
Founded  in  May  1991  with  94  charter  mem- 
bers, the  institute  currently  has  a  membership 
of  more  than  500.  In  2005,  the  institute, 
an  association  of  men  and  women  50  years 
of  age  and  older  who  explore  new  learning 


experiences,  received  a  grant  from  the 
Bernard  Osher  Foundation  and  changed 
its  name  from  the  Institute  lor  Learning  m 
Retirement. 

The  highlight  ol  the  ceremony  was  the 
unveiling  of  a  pot  trait  oi  Pace  painted  by 
Sherri  Wimberly  that  now  hangs  In  the 
Asbury  Annex  of  the  Peck  House  on  the 
Haltiesburg  Campus. 


Sue  Pace  served  cs 
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^CENTENNIAL^ 

TRiViA 


As  the  celebration  of  the  University  Centennial  approaches  on 

March  30,  2010,  here  are  a  few  questions  to  test  your  knowledge  of 

Southern  Miss  history.  Answer  four  or  five  correctly,  and  we'll  assume 

you  are  a  former  University  Archives  staff  member.  Answer  two  or 

three  accurately,  and  you  can  consider  yourself  a  loyal  alum.  Answer 

zero  or  one  correctly,  and  you  may  want  to  double  check  to  make 

sure  your  diploma  is  not  from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

1 .  In  what  year  did  the  world's  greatest  bandmaster, 
John  Phillip  Sousa,  perform  in  Hattiesburg  alongside 
the  State  Teachers  College  band? 

2.  Which  Southern  Miss  football  player  was  the 
first  NCAA  quarterback  to  both  rush  and  pass  for 
1,000  yards  in  a  single  season? 

3.  What  was  the  original  purpose  of  the  Honor  House 
(current  home  to  the  USM  Foundation)? 

4.  How  many  students  were  enrolled  in  the  first  term  of 
classes  at  Mississippi  Normal  College  in  1912? 

5.  Southern  Miss  is  home  to  two  unique  secret  societies. 
Can  you  name  them? 

SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  63 
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Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions 
regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
at  alumni@usm.edu  or  call  601 .266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com 
for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus 
unless  otherwise  noted.  For  athletics  schedules,  visit  SouthernMiss.com.  The  men's 
and  women's  basketball  schedules  are  included  in  the  Athletic  News  section  of 
this  edition  of  The  Talon. 


December 

7         Holiday  Choral  Spectacular  |  The  Southern  Miss  Choirs 
and  the  Hattiesburg  Choral  Union  join  the  Symphony 
Orchestra.  I  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 
7:30  p.m.  |  Tickets  are  $22. 
For  ticket  information,  call  601.266.5418. 

3        Prism  Concert  Presented  by  the  School  of  Music 

Featuring  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  and  studio  ensembles  with 
special  guest  appearances.  I  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center, 
Hattiesburg  |  7  p.m.  |  Tickets  are  $10. 

3-5  Studio  115  Dance  Concert  I  7:30  p.m.  I  Theatre  and  Dance 
Building,  Room  115  I  Tickets  are  $5  at  the  door.  |  For  more 
information,  e-mail  dance@usm.edu  or  call  601.266.4994. 

5        Accounting  Constituent  Society  Tax  Seminar  |  8:30  a.m. 
Ogletree  House  |  For  more  information,  contact 
Gene  Polk  at  601.264.3519  or  gene@nicholsoncpas.com. 

5        Conference  USA 

Championship  Football  Game 

Featuring  the  champions  of  the  east  and  west  divisions. 
Site  to  be  determined  based  on  the  conference  records  of 
division  champions. 

Gulf  Coast  Civic  Chorale  Holiday  Celebration 

The  Coronation  Mass  in  C  by  Wolfgang  Amadeus 
Mozart  will  be  featured  with  chamber  orchestra. 
Advanced  Education  Center  Auditorium,  Gulf  Park  Campus, 
Long  Beach  |  7  p.m.  on  Friday,  Dec.  11,  2  p.m.  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  13  |  Free  admission.  |  For  more  information,  contact 
John  Flanery  atjohn.flanery@usm.edu. 


mm 


Commencement  Ceremonies 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  |  10  a.m.  and  3  p.m. 

Campus  Offices  Close  for  the  Holidays 

Offices  on  campus,  including  the  Ogletree  House, 
will  close  for  a  holiday  break.  |  Should  you  require 
immediate  assistance  from  the  Alumni  Association,  please 
e-mail  alumni@usm.edu.  SouthernMissAlumni.com  will  be 
periodically  updated  during  the  break  as 


January 

4        Campus  Offices  Re-open 


is  well.    J^f 
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Top  Alumni  Association  Service  Award  Named  for  Former  Mayor 


For  more  than  60  years,  the  name 
Moran  Pope  has  been  synonymous  with 
service  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  and  the  Hattiesburg  community. 
Today,  a  name  change  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association's  highest  honor  For 
service  to  the  University  and  the  Alumni 
Association  helps  ensure  that  Pope's  efforts 
are  easily  remembered  for  the  next  60  years 
and  beyond. 

On  Saturday,  Oct.  24,  the  Alumni 
Association  announced  that  its  Meritorious 
Service  Award  has  been  named  in  honor 
of  Pope,  a  former  Hattiesburg  mayor  and 
University  volunteer  who  was  instrumental 
in  a  number  ol  landmark  events  in  Southern 
Miss  history.  The  award  is  presented  each 
year  to  one  Southern  Miss  alumnus  or 
alumna,  "who  has  continued  to  give  of  their 
time  and  talents  throughout  the  years  and 
to  recognize  outstanding  alumni  support, 
professional  achievement,  loyalty  and 
service  to  the  University." 

The  announcement  was  made  at  the 
Association's  Annual  Awards  Brunch  and 
Business  Meeting,  held  each  year  as  part  of 
the  University's  Homecoming  celebration. 
"The  naming  of  the  award  after  Moran  Pope 
is  an  attempt  to  appropriately  recognize 
a  man  who  has  given  a  lifetime  of  service 
to  the  University  and  to  the  Alumni 
Association,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive 
director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  "No  one 
is  more  deserving  of  this  honor." 

Although  Pope's  achievements  were 
many,  his  work  on  behalf  of  Southern 
Miss  has  had  a  lasting,  positive  effect  on 
the  institution.  Pope  was  president  of  the 
Alumni  Association  when  it  was  chartered 
in  1955  and  was  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation  when  it  was  chartered  in  1959. 
Pope  served  as  the  first  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation  for  20  years,  remaining  in  office 
until  $1  million  had  been  raised  by  the 
organization.  He  was  instrumental  in  the 
creation  of  the  S.  M.  Educational  Building 
Corporation,  the  organization  used  in  the 
financing  of  many  University  structures 
including  the  President's  Home,  residence 
halls  and  some  of  the  athletic  facilities. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame  and  received  the  Association's 
Meritorious  Service  Award  in  1979. 


Among  those  who  have  been  inspired  by 
Pope's  service  is  his  son,  Randy,  his  partner 
in  the  law  firm  Pope  &  Pope,  P.A.,  and  like 
his  father,  a  past  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  USM  Foundation. 

"It  seems  like  someone  tells  me  almost 
every  week  how  blessed  I  am  to  have  been 
able  to  work  and  learn  from  my  Dad — not 
only  in  our  law  practice  but  also  in  our 
work  with  the  Alumni  Association  and  the 
Foundation,"  said  Randy  Pope,  who  currently 
serves  as  the  Association's  president-elect.  "I 
tell  them  thanks,  and  that  I  agree.  One  ol  the 
greatest  joys  I  have  had  serving  as  president 
of  both  the  USM  Foundation  and  the  Alumni 
Association  is  knowing  that  my  father  was 
instrumental  in  creating  both  of  those 
entities  and  that  he  also  served  as  president 
of  both  of  them.  On  behalf  of  our  family, 
I  thank  the  Alumni  Association's  Board  of 
Directors  for  their  decision  to  name  this 
award  in  honor  of  my  dad." 

Among  the  more  lasting  contributions 
of  Moran  Pope  to  the  Hattiesburg 
community  are  his  service  on  committees 
lor  the  restoration  and  renovation  of 
downtown  Hattiesburg,  the  Forrest 
County  Chancery  Court  Building  and  the 
Forrest  County  Courthouse.  In  addition, 
he  was  co-chairman  with  Dr.  Fred  Tatum 


of  the  Library  Bond  Issue  Committee.  In 
recognition  of  his  many  contributions  to 
the  city  of  Hattiesburg,  he  received  the 
Hattiesburg  Rotary  Club's  Hannah  Award 
for  Outstanding  Community  Service,  and  he 
has  received  the  Hub  Award. 

As  an  active  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Hattiesburg  for  more  than  50 
years,  Pope  twice  served  as  chairman  of 
deacons  and  as  chairman  of  two  pastor 
search  committees.  He  served  as  Sunday 
School  superintendent,  taught  classes  and 
was  a  member  of  many  church  committees. 
He  has  since  become  an  active  member  of 
University  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

Pope  and  his  wife,  Yvonne,  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Moran  III  (Randy) 
and  Melinda  Pope  DeRocker  of  New  York 
City,  a  singer  and  music  director.  They  are 
the  grandparents  of  Lucy  Pope  Schultze  and 
Valerie  Pope  Nicholson. 

In  addition  to  the  Moran  Pope 
Meritorious  Service  Award,  the  Alumni 
Association  handed  out  15  additional 
honors.  One  night  earlier,  the  Association 
honored  the  newest  inductees  into  the 
Alumni  Hall  ol  Fame.  Additional  coverage 
of  both  events,  including  biographies  of  all 
the  award  winners  will  be  included  in  the 
Winter  edition  of  The  Talon. 


The  Alumni  Association's  Meritorious  Service  Award  has  been  named  in  honor  of 

a  former  Hattiesburg  mayor  and  University  volunteer  who  was  instrumental  in  a  m 

in  Southern  Miss  history.  Pictured  from  left  are  the  award's  2009  recipient  H.D.  Doc"  Rob 

Alumni  Association  President  Curt  Hebert. 
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Nashville  alumni  held  a  luncheon  at  Jonathan's  Grill  in  Franklin,  Tenn.,  featuring  Southern  Miss  legend  Ray  Guy. 

Alumni  Chapters  Have  an  Active  Summer,  Fall 


A  number  of  alumni  chapters  had  an 
active  summer  and  fall.  Here  is  a  roundup  of 
a  few  of  the  events.  For  more  information  on 
activities  in  your  area,  visit  the  Upcoming 
Events  section  of  SouthernMissAlumni.com 
or  contact  Ryan  Kelly,  manager  of 
constituent  relations,  at  601.266.5357 
or  michael.kelly@usm.edu. 

The  Central  Mississippi  Chapter 
hosted  the  26th  Annual  Jackson  All- 
Star  Party  on  Thursday,  July  16,  at  the 
Mississippi  Trade  Mart.  University  President 
Dr.  Martha  Saunders  and  coaches  Larry 
Fedora,  Larry  Eustachy,  Joye  Lee-McNelis, 
Scott  Berry  and  Howard  Dobson  attended 
the  event.  Southern  Miss  merchandise 
vendors  were  on-site  and  a  fun  zone 
was  open  for  kids.  In  addition,  a  special 
presentation  was  made  to  former  head 
baseball  coach  Corky  Palmer,  which 
included  an  announcement  that  a  portion 
of  the  proceeds  from  the  event  would  be 
donated  to  the  Dugout  Club.  The  silent 
auction  at  the  All-Star  Party  brought  in 
more  than  $4,000,  which  will  benefit  the 
chapter's  endowed  scholarship  fund  for 
incoming  students  to  Southern  Miss. 

The  Birmingham  Chapter  of  the 
Alumni  Association  held  Family  Day  in  the 
Park  on  Saturday,  July  18,  in  Veterans  Park 
in  Hoover,  Ala.  Almost  30  alumni  attended 
the  inaugural  family  day  and  enjoyed  a 
cookout.  In  addition,  the  chapter  hosted  a 
tailgate  before  the  Southern  Miss  vs.  UAB 
football  game  on  October  1,  at  the  Legion 
Field  pavilion  in  Birmingham.  Athletic 


director  Richard  Giannini,  as  well  as  the 
Southern  Miss  cheerleaders,  joined  the  more 
than  100  alumni  and  fans  in  attendance. 

The  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Chapter  held  the 
annual  Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash  on  Thursday, 
July  23,  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Convention  Center 
in  Biloxi.  University  President  Dr.  Martha 
Saunders  and  coaches  Larry  Fedora,  Larry 
Eustachy,  Joye  Lee-McNelis,  Scott  Berry  and 
Howard  Dobson  were  in  attendance  to  visit 
with  alumni.  Seymour,  the  Southern  Miss 
cheerleaders  and  standout  Golden  Eagle 
football  players  were  also  present.  Southern 
Miss  merchandise  vendors  were  on-site  and 
a  live  band  played  music  for  the  guests. 

Alumni  from  North  Alabama  hosted 
a  dinner  to  welcome  Southern  Miss  and 
NFL  legend  Ray  Guy  on  Tuesday,  July  28, 
at  the  Huntsville  Museum  of  Art.  Guy,  the 
University's  Centennial  Special  Projects 
Coordinator,  gave  an  update  to  the  more  than 
110  alumni  and  friends  present  regarding  the 
University  Centennial  and  the  importance  of 
alumni  reconnecting  with  the  University.  In 


addition,  a  silent  auction  raised  almost  $1,000 
to  support  the  group's  scholarship  fund. 

Nashville  alumni  held  a  luncheon  on 
Wednesday,  July  29,  at  Jonathan's  Grill  in 
Franklin,  Tenn.  The  guest  speaker  was  Ray 
Guy.  A  raffle  was  held,  and  proceeds  went  to 
benefit  the  group's  scholarship  fund. 

Eagle  Fanfare,  presented  by 
ServiceMaster  of  Petal,  was  held  on 
Saturday,  August  8,  at  Lake  Terrace 
Convention  Center  in  Hattiesburg.  This 
event,  hosted  by  the  South  Central 
Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter,  was  an 
opportunity  for  the  nearly  750  alumni  in 
attendance  to  join  Southern  Miss  coaches, 
players,  cheerleaders,  Seymour,  and 
University  administrators  and  staff  to  kick 
off  the  2009  athletic  seasons.  Southern 
Miss  merchandise  vendors  were  on-site, 
and  the  entire  Golden  Eagle  football  team 
was  available  for  autographs.  A  large  silent 
auction  was  held,  which  combined  with 
several  live  auctions,  raised  a  record  total  of 
more  than  $8,000  to  support  the  chapter's 
scholarship  endowment  for  incoming 
students  to  Southern  Miss. 

The  Southwest  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter  held  its  annual  dinner  on 
Thursday,  August  13,  at  Mr.  Whiskers 
Catfish  Restaurant  in  McComb  for  new  head 
baseball  coach  Scott  Berry.  More  than  85 
alumni  were  in  attendance  to  hear  Coach 
Berry  speak  on  the  team's  recent  trip  to  the 
College  World  Series.  The  chapter  raised 
more  than  $400  from  live  auctions  and  a 
raffle  to  benefit  their  scholarship  fund. 

Alumni  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  gathered  on 
September  1,  at  Cafe  Don  Jose,  to  hear  guest 
speaker  Dr.  Lance  Nail,  dean  of  the  College 
of  Business.  Dr.  Nail  spoke  on  the  progress 
of  the  College  of  Business  and  ways  that 
alumni  can  contribute  to  its  success. 


Nearly  30  alumni  attended  the 
Birmingham  Chapter's  first  Family  Day 
in  the  Park  this  summer.  The  chapter 
also  held  a  pregame  tailgating 
event  prior  to  Southern  Miss-UAB 
football  game. 

For  more  information  on  an 
alumni  chapter  or  ambassador 
in  your  area,  contact  Ryan  Kelly 
at  Michael.Kelly@usm.edu  or 
601.266.5357. 
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The  Legacy  Sets  Membership  Record 


The  Legacy,  the  student  chapter  oi  the 
Alumni  Association,  has  increased  its  paid 
membership  to  a  new  record  level  following 
a  successful  membership  drive  during  the 
summer  and  first  week  of  the  fall  semester. 
The  Legacy  has  a  paid  membership  of 
more  than  1,080  students,  which  makes 
this  group  the  largest  dues-paying  student 
organization  at  Southern  Miss. 

The  purpose  of  The  Legacy  is  not 
only  to  provide  students  with  an  outlet 
to  participate  in  the  University,  but  also 
to  teach  them  how  to  become  active  and 
involved  Alumni  Association  members 
after  graduation.  Among  other  activities, 
the  members  ol  The  Legacy  helped  carry 
on  the  tradition  of  "The  Painting  the  Eagle 
Walk"  on  August  16.  More  than  1,000 
freshmen  and  transfer  students  competed 
during  Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week  to 
see  which  team  could  paint  their  section 
of  the  Eagle  Walk  the  fastest.  The  winning 
teams  received  2009  Eagle  Walk  Champion 
T-shirts  to  proudly  wear  around  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus. 
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STUDENT  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


This  fall,  the  group  also  hosted  the 
Legacy  Series,  which  introduces  students  to 
the  history  and  traditions  of  the  University 
through  speeches  by  alumni  and  University 
officials.  This  year,  the  three-part  series 
featured  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  vice  president  for 
Student  Affairs,  who  spoke  on  the  history 
ol  the  University;  President  Emeritus  Dr. 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  whose  presentation  was 
titled  "Southern  Miss'  Path  to  Distinction;" 
and  former  football  great  Ray  Guy,  who 
presented  a  history  of  Southern  Miss 
athletics.  The  series  also  featured  Southern 
Miss  trivia  games  and  cheers. 
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More  than  1,000  freshmen  and  transfer  students  participated  in  the  "Painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk,"  an  event 
organized  by  The  Legacy. 
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Eric  &  Kristen  Arrant 

Peter  Bertagnolli 

Joseph  Bush 

Carlen  &  Ramona  Chestang 

James  Donald  Clinton 

Donna  Katheryne  Cox 

Chris  &  Melissa  Crenshaw 

James  &  Marianne  Dale 

Kameron  Dale 

Mark  Anthony  Ellis 

Rebecca  R.  Emfinger 

Ronald  C.  Gaston 

Joseph  Anthony  Giliberti 

Bernard  &  Tonya  Green 

Shayne  Haaga 

Mary  Watts  Herrington 

Charles  &  Kathy  Holifield 

Jared  Daniel  Hopkins 

Wesley  W.  Irvin 

Michelle  DeSantis  Jewell 

Adam  Kennedy 

Robert  Wayne  Marshall 

Gregory  L.  Mattson 

Shane  &  Michele  McCarthy 

Dr.  William  J.  Mitchell 

Allen  &  Melissa  Morgan 

Ryan  &  Jennifer  Mouledous 

Steven  Dana  Peters 

Glenda  Petroff 

Christopher  Powell 

Stephen  G  Rogers 

Katharine  "Kate"  Rudzki 

Sean  Michael  Ryan 

Thomas  &  Annette  Sasser 

Laurie  Curet  Saucier 

Samuel  A.  Slaton 

Clarence  S.  Smith 

Dr.  Susan  L.  Smith 

Robin  Rolfs  Spratlin 

Charles  Stone 

Lisa  Hamilton  Tanner 

Deborah  B.  Taylor 

Charles  &  Angie  Wood 


Fall  200>= 


r 


ASSOCIATION  NEWS) 


iVM»i«rr.irt.])i 

PRESIDENT 

Curt  Hebert,  Mandeville,  LA 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Randy  Pope,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

VICE  PRESIDENT 
Alvin  Williams,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

PAST  PRESIDENT 

Jim  Payne,  Jackson,  MS 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 
Donnie  Tynes,  Madison,  MS 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Bob  Pierce,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Reed  Allison,  Gulfport,  MS 

Johnny  Atherton,  Gulfport,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor,  Laurel,  MS 

Max  Draughn,  Madison,  MS 

Dave  Estorge,  Gulfport,  MS 

Che  Helfrich,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Andy  Mercier,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Cory  Curtis,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Byron  Jordan,  Waynesboro,  MS 
Mike  McMullan,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Aaron  Puckett,  Madison,  MS 

Brandt  Schmersahl,  Northport,  AL 

Billy  Stewart,  Wiggins,  MS 

David  Williams,  Pearl,  MS 

Gary  Carmichael,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Julie  Jarrell  Gresham,  Biloxi,  MS 

Stephen  Holifield,  Meridian,  MS 

Samuel  Jones,  Ellisville,  MS 

Nancy  New,  Jackson,  MS 

Jason  Sanderson,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Michelle  VanNorman,  Madison,  MS 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS 
(BY  VIRTUE  OF  OFFICE] 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY 
Martha  Saunders,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

VICE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  FOUNDATION 

Raymond  VanNorman,  Madison,  MS 

VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  ADVANCEMENT/ 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  FOUNDATION 

David  Wolf,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ATHLETIC  FOUNDATION 

Nick  Welch,  Hattieburg,  MS 

ATHLETIC  DIRECTOR/ 
CEO  OF  THE  ATHLETIC  FOUNDATION 

Richard  Giannini,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  LEGACY 

Tori  Martin,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
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!urt 
lebert  '85 

Curt  Hebert  Jr.  has  been  a  member  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors 
since  2003  and  its  Executive  Committee 
since  2007 — now  he  serves  as  the 
organization's  president.  The  Entergy 
Corporation  executive  is  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Association  and  a  member  of  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 

While  his  service  to  the  Association 
and  the  University  has  been  both  superior 
and  lengthy,  Hebert  has  also  compiled 
an  impressive  and  extensive  professional 
resume.  He  joined  Entergy  Corporation  as 
Executive  Vice  President,  External  Affairs 
on  September  1,  2001,  after  a  career  as  a 
government  energy  regulator  at  both  the 
federal  and  state  levels. 

Prior  to  becoming  an  Entergy 
executive,  Hebert  served  four  years  in 
Washington  as  a  presidential  appointee 
to  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory 
Commission.  He  was  nominated  to  a 
Republican  seat  on  FERC  by  President 
William  J.  Clinton  in  1997  and  was  named 
chairman  by  President  George  W.  Bush  in 
January  2001.  At  38  years  of  age,  Hebert 
became  the  youngest  chairman  in  history 
of  the  FERC.  Before  going  to  Washington, 
Hebert  was  chairman  of  the  Mississippi 
Public  Service  Commission  and  a  leader 
of  the  Mississippi  Legislature.  His  public 
service  began  with  his  1987  election  to 
the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives, 
where  he  served  until  1992.  During  that 
time  he  chaired  both  the  House  Oil  and 
Gas  Committee  and  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Severance  Subcommittee. 

In  1992,  Hebert  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Kirk  Fordice  to  the  Mississippi 
Public  Service  Commission.  At  age 
29,  he  was  the  youngest  public  service 
commissioner  in  the  nation  and  the 
youngest  in  Mississippi's  history.  He  was 
elected  to  a  second  term  on  the  commission 
in  1995  and  served  as  the  commission's 
chairman  from  1994  to  1996. 


Hebert  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Southeastern  Association  of  Regulatory 
Utility  Commissioners  and  a  former 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  National  Association  of  Regulatory 
Utility  Commissioners.  He  currently 
sits  on  the  board  of  the  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bar 
and  Energy  Bar  Association. 

After  earning  his  bachelor's  degree 
from  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  he  received  a  juris  doctorate 
from  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law 
and  completed  the  Reactor  Technology 
Program  at  MIT. 

Hebert  has  been  recognized  by  the 
United  Way  of  Greater  New  Orleans  as 
a  member  of  The  Alexis  de  Tocqueville 
Society,  and  he  has  been  an  active 
participant  in  Habitat  for  Humanity 
projects  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi, 
along  with  many  other  rebuilding  projects 
post-Katrina.  He  was  honored  with  the 
Hope  Award  by  the  National  Multiple 
Sclerosis  Society. 

As  chairman  of  the  Entergy  Charitable 
Foundation,  Hebert  oversees  the  activities 
of  a  private  foundation  dedicated  to 
supporting  charitable  organizations  in 
the  communities  that  Entergy  serves.  The 
Foundation's  goal  is  to  support  initiatives 
that  help  create  and  sustain  thriving 
communities  and  it  has  a  special  focus  on 
low-income  initiatives,  educational  and 
literacy  programs. 

Hebert  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  Foundation 
for  the  Mid  South,  a  regional  community 
foundation  serving  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
and  Mississippi  promoting  racial,  social 
and  economic  equity. 

In  addition  to  his  Life  Membership 
in  the  Alumni  Association,  Hebert  is  a 
Life  Loyal  Sigma  Chi.  In  2009,  he  was 
recognized  with  the  fraternity's  Significant 
Sig  Award,  given  annually  to  a  fraternity 
brother  who  has  excelled  greatly  in  his 
field  of  study  or  occupation. 

A  native  of  Pascagoula,  he  and  his  wife, 
Virginia,  have  two  daughters  and  a  son. 
They  live  in  Mandeville,  La. 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Moran  "Randy"  Pope  III  returns  to  the 
Alumni  Association's  executive  committee 
for  a  second  time  in  2009-10. 

Among  other  volunteer  roles  in 
support  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  the  Life  Member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  also  served  as  the 
Associations  president  in  2000-01 
and  is  currently  a  member  of  the  USM 
Foundation's  board  of  directors.  Pope 
is  also  a  past  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation  and  has  served  on  the  Athletic 
Foundation's  Board  of  Directors.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  and 
received  the  Association's  Continuous 
Service  Award  in  2006. 

Professionally,  Randy  is  a  partner  in 
the  law  firm  Pope  &  Pope,  PA.,  along 
with  his  father,  Moran  Pope  Jr.,  a  1944 
graduate  of  Mississippi  Southern  College. 
The  Hattiesburg  native  is  a  1978  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Mississippi  School  of 
Law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Mississippi 
Bar  in  1979.  Randy  and  his  wife  Kathy  '74 
have  two  daughters,  Lucy  Pope  Schultze 
'01  and  Valerie  Pope  Nicholson. 


Alvin  J. 
Williams  74 
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VICE  PRESIDENT 

Dr.  Alvin  Williams'  distinguished 
record  of  service  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  spans  three  decades 
and  continues  today.  While  the  majority  of 
his  efforts  on  behalf  of  Southern  Miss  have 
been  as  a  professor  and  administrator, 
the  recent  inductee  into  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame  currently  serves  as  co-chair  of 
the  University's  Centennial  Celebration 
Steering  Committee. 

While  his  volunteer  service  is 
impressive,  Williams  is  best  known  for 
his  work  in  academia.  Williams  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  from  Southern  Miss  in 
1974,  master's  degree  from  the  University 


of  Alabama  and  his  PhD  from  the 
University  of  Arkansas.  He  was  interim 
dean  of  the  College  of  Business  and 
professor  of  marketing  at  Southern  Miss, 
where  he  worked  from  1980  to  2008. 
Williams  also  served  as  a  department 
chair  from  1988  to  2005.  He  is  past 
president  of  the  Society  for  Marketing 
Advances  and  past  editor  of  the  Journal  oj 
Supply  Cham  Management. 

Williams  is  currently  a  distinguished 
professor  of  marketing  at  the  University 
of  South  Alabama's  Mitchell  College 
of  Business. 

He  is  married  to  Lourinda  Williams, 
75,  77,  and  the  Life  Members  of  the 
Alumni  Association  have  two  daughters, 
Adria  and  Aprille. 


A  dedicated  volunteer  and  Southern 
Miss  supporter,  Jim  Payne's  relationship 
with  the  University  extends  far  beyond 
his  role  as  past  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  The  Jackson  resident  presently 
serves  on  the  USM  Foundation's  board  of 
directors  and  investment  committee.  He 
has  served  three  terms  as  president  of  the 
USM  Foundation,  and  is  a  past  president 
of  the  Eagle  Club.  His  numerous  gifts  and 
commitments  to  the  University  include, 
but  are  certainly  not  limited  to,  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level, 
the  Symphony  Orchestra's  Five-in-Five 
Campaign,  and  the  Aubrey  K.  and  Ella 
Lucas  Education  and  Psychology  Endowed 
Scholarship.  The  Payne  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus  is  named  for  Jim  and 
his  brother,  Larry  '67. 

In  1992,  Payne  was  inducted  into 
the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  and  in  2004 
he  was  named  the  College  of  Business' 
Distinguished  Alumnus.  Also  in  2004, 
Payne,  who  earned  an  M.B.A.  from 
Mississippi  College  in  1981,  was  inducted 
into  the  Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame. 

Payne  started  his  professional  career 
in  1964,  when  he  bes>an  as  a  sales 


representative  for  Proctor  and  Gamble. 
After  six  years  as  a  sales  representative 
and  manager  for  Rucker  Pharmaceutical 
Company  in  Shreveport,  La.,  he  was  a 
founder  of  UAD  Laboratories.  From  1989 
to  1991,  he  worked  as  vice  president  of 
Forest  Laboratories  in  New  York,  and  he 
currently  is  in  his  18th  year  as  president  of 
Payne  Enterprises,  based  in  Jackson. 

He  has  two  daughters,  April  Nail  '91 
and  Gina,  and  a  son,  Jonathan,  as  well  as 
four  grandchildren. 


FINANCE  CHAIR 


A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Donnie  Tynes  joins  the 
Association's  Executive  Committee  in 
2009  following  three  years  of  service  on 
the  organization's  Finance  Committee. 

A  dedicated  volunteer,  Tynes  has  also 
worked  in  support  of  the  Association 
on  the  local  level  in  the  Jackson  area  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  addition,  he  has 
served  as  treasurer  for  the  Jackson  Eagle 
Club  for  more  than  two  decades,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club,  Hardwood 
Club,  Wings,  Dugout  Club  and  the 
Outfield  Club. 

The  certified  public  accountant  has 
worked  at  Trustmark  National  Bank  since 
1975,  and  he  currently  serves  as  first 
vice  president  and  director  of  external 
reporting.  The  1975  alumnus,  who 
graduated  with  honors  with  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  banking  and  finance,  earned  a 
certificate  of  accounting  from  Mississippi 
College  in  1985,  and  in  1990.  he  graduated 
with  special  honors  from  the  LSI"  Graduate 
School  of  Banking  of  the  South. 

Tynes  has  been  married  to  Barbara 
Schuler  Tynes  for  30  years.  The  Madison 
residents  have  a  son.  Darren,  who  is  a 
current  Southern  Miss  student,  and  are 
active  in  the  community,  where  Donnie 
serves  as  a  youth  sports  coach,  and  at  St. 
Peter  Cathedral  Catholic  Church,  which 
Donnie  serves  as  a  lector  as  well  as  a 
volunteer  for  us  annual  fall  festival. 
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Gary  Carmichael  is  a  Certified 
Public  Accountant  who  transitioned 
into  the  manufacturing  industry  and 
eventually  his  own  company.  Carmichael 
currently  owns  and  operates  a  Pridestaff 
franchise  in  Hattiesburg.  Pridestaff 
provides  staffing  solutions  for  clerical, 
professional,  production,  manufacturing 
and  warehouse  environments  as  well 
as  performs  job  shadowing,  training,  pre- 
evaluation  testing  and  recruiting 
for  direct  hire  management  and 
specialized  positions. 

Carmichael  is  the  past  president  and 
board  member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Country 
Club  and  is  current  chair  of  the  Area 
Development  Partnership  ambassadors, 
vice  president  of  membership  for  the 
local  chapter  of  the  Society  for  Human 
Resource  Management,  director  of  the  local 
chapter  of  Sales  and  Marketing  Executives 
International  and  has  served  with  a  number 
of  other  charitable  organizations  both  as  a 
member  and  on  their  executive  teams. 

Carmichael,  a  Life  Member  of  the 
Association,  is  married  to  Wendy 
Ginn  Carmichael  '92,  and  his  son, 
Chad  Carmichael,  currently  resides  in 
Arlington,  Va. 


Julie  Jarrell  Gresham  is  a  partner 
with  Brunmi,  Grantham,  Grower  and 
Hewes,  PLLC,  where  she  practices  in 
the  firm's  Gulf  Coast  office.  Gresham 
concentrates  her  practice  on  litigation 
matters,  including  personal  injury, 
contract  disputes  and  complex  commercial 
litigation.  In  addition  to  her  legal  practice, 
Gresham  is  a  communication  consultant 
with  Communication  Counsel  of  America, 
Inc.,  where  her  work  primarily  focuses  on 
the  energy  industry. 


In  1998,  Gresham  received  a  B.A. 
in  Speech  Communication.  While  at 
Southern  Miss,  Gresham  served  as 
president  of  the  student  body,  was  a 
member  of  the  Commission  on  the  Future 
of  the  University,  was  inducted  into  the 
Hall  of  Fame  and  served  as  president  of 
Delta  Gamma  Sorority.  Gresham  received 
her  J.D.,  cum  laude,  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Law  in  2001,  where 
she  was  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Mississippi 
Law  Journal,  Executive  Officer  of  the  Moot 
Court  Board,  and  recipient  of  the  Robert 
C.  Khayat  Award. 

Gresham  is  a  graduate  of  Leadership 
Mississippi  and  currently  serves  on  the 
boards  of  directors  for  the  American  Red 
Cross,  Coast  Young  Professionals  and  the 
Young  Lawyers  Section  of  the  Mississippi 
Bar.  Gresham  also  serves  on  the  East 
Harrison  County  Unit  Board  for  the  Boys 
and  Girls  Club  of  the  Gulf  Coast.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Defense  Research  Institute, 
Mississippi  Defense  Lawyers  Association 
and  American  Bar  Association. 

Gresham  and  her  husband,  Alex  '96, 
Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
reside  in  Biloxi. 


Steve 


78 


Steve  Holifield  returns  for  a  second 
term  on  the  Association's  Board  of 
Directors  in  2009. 

In  the  three  decades  since  his 
graduation  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  Holifield  has 
proven  to  be  a  dedicated  volunteer  and 
successful  businessman.  In  addition  to 
his  service  to  the  Alumni  Association, 
he  has  served  a  term  on  the  Foundation's 
board  of  directors  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Eagle  Club.  He  received  the  Association's 
Outstanding  Service  Award  in  2005. 

The  resident  of  Meridian  is  currently 
employed  as  the  Director  of  Procurement 
for  the  Southeast  Division  of  Rexel  Inc., 
a  multinational  distributor  of  electrical 


supplies,  equipment  and  datacom 
products.  Prior  to  joining  Rexel,  Holifield 
was  employed  by  Peavey  Electronics 
Corportation,  where  he  held  the  position 
of  Director  of  International  Procurment, 
Engineering  and  Distribution/Logistics. 

Holifield  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Ann  Thornton,  who  is  also  a  Southern 
Miss  graduate,  are  Life  Members  of  the 
Association.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Heather  '05  and  Holly  '07. 


Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  a  native  of  Rosedale, 
is  a  graduate  of  West  Bolivar  High  School 
and  a  former  Golden  Eagle  basketball 
standout.  As  a  high  school  star,  Jones 
was  the  first  to  be  named  three-time 
team  MVP,  and  was  named  to  both 
Mississippi  High  School  All-Star  Game 
and  Mississippi-Alabama  High  School 
All-Star  Game.  He  continued  his 
basketball  career  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  where  he  had 
an  outstanding  career.  Among  other 
accomplishments,  he  was  a  leader  in 
three-point  shooting,  was  named  to  the 
All-Metro  Tournament  team.  In  addition, 
he  was  the  only  Golden  Eagle  to  start 
every  game  during  his  senior  year.  He 
continued  his  professional  basketball 
career  in  Finland  where  he  averaged  22 
points,  8  rebounds  and  3  assists. 

After  returning  from  Finland,  he 
came  to  Jones  County  Junior  College  as 
the  assistant  basketball  coach  and  then 
the  assistant  dean  of  Student  Affairs. 
Jones  graduated  from  USM  with  a  B.S.  in 
advertising  in  1997,  a  master's  degree  in 
public  relations  in  2002,  and  Ph.D.  from 
Mississippi  State  University  in  educational 
leadership  in  2006.  He  currently  serves 
several  community  organizations, 
including  the  Laurel  Metro  Alumni 
Chapter,  the  American  Red  Cross,  Facility 
Advisory  Council-Ability  Works  and 
C.H.AM.P.S.  Mentoring  Program,  among 
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others.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Peace  and 
Goodwill  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
Richton,  where  he  serves  as  a  Deacon  and 
the  Superintendent  for  the  Sunday  school. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Sarah 
Clark  of  Richton.  He  is  currently  the 
Dean  of  Student  Affairs  at  Jones  County 
Junior  College. 


A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
Dr.  Nancy  New  has  not  only  dedicated  her 
life  to  education  as  a  teacher  but  she  has 
given  much  time  and  energy  to  creating 
educational  support  services  for  all  ages. 
New  received  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
in  English/Education  as  well  as  a  doctoral 
degree  in  Educational  Administration  and 
Leadership  from  Southern  Miss.  In  the  early 
1990s,  New  left  her  public  school  duties  and 
established  New  Learning  Resources  Inc.,  a 
multi-purpose  educational  center  focusing 
on  diverse  services  to  include  tutoring 
and  parent  education.  She  later  expanded 
those  efforts  into  K-12th  grade  accredited 
school  programs.  She  currently  serves  as  the 
executive  director  of  New  Learning  Resources 
School  District,  New  Summit  School,  North 
New  Summit  School,  and  New  Learning 
Resources  Online.  In  addition,  New  serves 
as  the  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Community  Education  Center,  a  501  (c)  3 
organization  that  was  originally  established 
30  years  ago  at  Southern  Miss  through  a  grant 
from  the  Mott  Foundation. 

New  firmly  believes  that  her  years 
at  Southern  Miss  attribute  to  the  success 
realized  in  her  educational  services.  Of 
great  pride  to  her  is  that  she  has  raised  two 
graduates  of  Southern  Miss,  Jess  New  '03 
and  Zach  New  '06.  New  welcomes  her  two 
"Golden  Grandchildren" — Luke  Marshall 
New,  son  of  Jess  and  Allison  New  and 
Mary  Madison  New,  daughter  of  Zach 
and  Ashly  New. 


Jason  Sanderson  is  a  native  of  the 
Eatonville  community  of  Hattiesburg 
and  now  resides  in  Ridgeland.  While 
at  Southern  Miss,  he  was  a  member  of 
Sigma  Chi  Fraternity  and  Beta  Alpha  Psi 
honorary  organization.  Upon  graduation, 
Sanderson  moved  to  the  Jackson  area 
and  worked  eight  years  with  national 
accounting  firm  Arthur  Andersen  LLP. 
In  2000,  Sanderson  joined  Cypress 
Pharmaceutical,  Inc.,  in  Madison,  where 
he  serves  as  executive  vice  president 
and  chief  financial  officer.  Additionally, 
Sanderson  serves  as  president  of  Currituck 
Capital  LLC,  a  private  investment 
company.  The  certified  public  accountant 
is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Society  of 
CPAs  and  the  AICPA. 

The  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  has  previously  served  the 
organization  as  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  and  was  awarded  the 
Association's  Outstanding  Service  Award 
in  2008.  Additionally,  Sanderson  is  a 
member  of  the  USM  Foundation's  Honor 
Club  at  the  Associates  for  Excellence  level. 
He  has  also  been  a  regular  speaker  for 
the  College  of  Business'  Beta  Alpha  Psi 
accounting  honorary  organization. 

Sanderson  followed  in  the  steps  of 
his  father,  Ron  Sanderson,  who  is  also 
an  accounting  graduate  of  Southern 
Miss.  Sanderson's  brother,  Jordan  Tyler 
Sanderson,  also  received  a  Phd  in  English 
from  Southern  Miss. 

Sanderson  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Mary  Smith  of  Petal,  have  three  children, 
Caroline,  Isabella  and  Shane  and  are 
members  of  Parkway  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Madison.  Sanderson 
is  a  patron  of  Madison-Ridgeland 
Academy  and  has  served  various 
charitable  organizations  including  Junior 
Achievement,  United  Way  and  the  United 
Methodist  Hour. 


Pediatrician  Dr.  Michelle  VanNorman 
has  been  a  partner  at  the  Rankin 
Children's  Group,  PLLC,  for  the  past 
decade.  After  graduating  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  she 
earned  her  medical  degree  from  University 
Medical  Center  (UMC)  in  1995  and 
completed  her  residency  at  LeBonheur 
Children's  Hospital  and  St.  Jude  Cancer 
Research  Center  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 
After  a  year  as  chief  resident  at  UMCs 
Department  of  Pediatrics,  she  joined 
Rankin  Children's  Group  in  1999. 

Among  other  activities  and  honors 
as  a  student,  VanNorman  was  a  member 
of  Southern  Style,  Kappa  Delta  Sorority 
president  and  a  member  of  the  University's 
Hall  of  Fame.  As  an  alumna,  the  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  is  the 
president  of  the  Dean's  Advisory  Council 
for  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology 
and  is  a  past  president  of  what  was  then 
the  Madison  County  Alumni  Chapter. 

VanNorman  is  married  to  Raymond 
VanNorman  '87,  '89,  who  is  currently  the 
vice  president  of  the  USM  Foundation. 
They  have  three  children,  Zachary.  Katie 
and  Natalie. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  Association 
accepts  nominations  year-round 
for  its  board  of  directors  as  well 
as  all  awards  presented  annually 
at  Homecoming,  including  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame? 

To  make  a  nomination,  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com 
and  click  "Make  an  Award 
Nomination"  in  the  Awards/ 
Scholarships  section. 
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By  Diane  DeCesare  Ross  '87,  '97,  '00 


Above:  For  nearly  50  years,  the  Commons 
served  as  the  University's  primary  dining 
facility.  The  building  was  torn  down  in 
2009,  making  way  for  green  space  at  the 
center  of  the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will  soon  be 
100  years  old,  and  for  most  of  the  last  50,  the  University 
Commons  was  a  central  gathering  place  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus  that  provided  two  of  the  great  necessities  of  life:  food 
and  fellowship.  From  the  beginning,  the  planners  recognized 
that  the  function  of  the  cafeteria  was  to  nourish  the  social  lives 
of  the  campus  community  as  well  as  the  physical  bodies  that 
passed  through  its  doors.  The  name  "Commons"  was  chosen  for 
its  early  English  associations  with  both  food  services  and  social 
gathering  places.  The  facility  was  dedicated  as  the  Jennings 
Burton  George  Commons  on  Nov.  10,  1972.  (J.B.  George 
graduated  from  Mississippi  Normal  College  in  1923  and  later 
returned  to  serve  as  the  institution's  third  president  from  July 
1933  through  June  1945;  he  was  also  the  first  president  to  hold 
a  doctorate.) 
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Before  the  Commons,  students  and 
faculty  ate  their  meals  family-style,  first 
in  a  temporary  wood  frame  Dining  Hall 
and  then  in  a  Cafeteria  that  seated  600. 
That  facility  was  outgrown  in  the  1950s. 
Expanding  the  existing  building  was 
impractical,  so  plans  were  made  for  a 
new  food  service  facility  on  campus. 
In  early  1960,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
approved  $850,000  for  the  project; 
however,  the  State  Legislature  only 
appropriated  $775,000  with  Senate  Bill 
No.  2053,  passed  in  May  1960.  With 
that,  the  planning  began  in  earnest. 

Location,  of  course,  was  a  critical 
consideration,  and  it  was  important 
that  the  building  be  near  the  center  of 
campus.  A  former  parking  lot  on  the 
corner  of  West  Memorial  and  College 
Drives  just  north  of  Forrest  County 
Hall  provided  the  space,  but  it  was  not 
large  enough  for  a  one-story  building  of 
adequate  size.  That  led  to  a  design  for  a 
two-story  building  with  the  main  dining 
areas  on  the  second  floor,  completely 
surrounding  a  central  kitchen  and 
serving  area.  The  first  floor  was  planned 
to  include  a  separate  kitchen  and  flexible 
dining  areas  that  could  be  operated 
by  the  Division  of  Home  Economics 
to  provide  practical  experience  for  its 
students  in  institutional  management. 
Long  lines  in  potentially  inclement 
weather  were  anticipated:  plenty  of 
interior  space  was  allocated  for  the 
serving  lines  to  wind  through  the  first 
floor  of  the  building  and  up  the  stairs. 
In  addition,  the  second  story  was 
planned  to  overhang  the  first,  providing 
additional  shelter  for  lines  that  might 
form  outside  the  building. 

When  the  facility  was  completed 
in  September  1962,  the  final  price 
tag  for  construction  and  equipment 
was  $946,874.32.  Though  the  State  of 


Above  Right:  The  first  food  was  served  at  the 

Commons  in  1962,  and  thousands  of  students 

and  millions  of  meals  later,  patrons  last  dined  at 

the  facility  in  2006. 

Right:  In  1972,  the  Commons  was  named  for 

a  former  president  of  the  institution,  J.B.  George, 

who  served  as  its  leader  from  1933  to  1945 


Mississippi  provided  the  land  and  the 
building,  the  Commons  had  to  generate 
its  own  operating  and  maintenance 
funds  through  the  fees  charged  for 
meals  there.  All  students  who  lived  on 
campus,  except  those  in  married  student 
housing,  were  required  to  purchase  meal 
tickets.  In  1964,  this  was  at  a  cost  of  $75 
every  three  months.  Students  living  off 
campus  paid  35  cents  for  breakfast  and 
50  cents  for  lunch  or  dinner. 

Before  the  facility  was  officially 
completed,  the  doors  were  opened 
to  students  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1962-63  school  year.  Articles  in 
The  Student  Printz  at  that  time  noted 
the  long  lines,  but  lauded  the  protection 
from  bad  weather,  the  air  conditioning, 
new  plastic  trays,  new  silverware, 
uniformed  student  helpers,  brightly 
colored  molded  plastic  chairs  and  the 
much  larger  seating  capacity.  Since 


PresidentJ.B.  George,  pictured  here  in  1938 


JENNINGS   BURTON   GEORGE    COMMONS 


DEDICATED    TO    THE    MEMORY     OF    THE    THIRD 

PRESIDENT    OF    THIS    UNIVERSITY.    WHO 

SERVED  1933-1945. 

NOVEMBER     10.    1972 
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students  paid  for  meals  as 

part  of  their  registration, 

they  merely  showed  their 

University  identification  to  the 

cashier.  Moving  through  the 

serving  lines,  they  chose  one 

meat,  one  starch,  a  salad,  two 

vegetables,  bread  and  butter, 

drink  and  dessert  from  the 

food  displayed. 

At  least  three  generations 

ate  and  worked  in  the 

University  Commons  before 

the  primary  food  services 

functions  were  moved  to 

the  newly  constructed  Thad  Cochran 

Center  in  2006.  When  the  last  meal 

was  served  to  students  in  the  Commons, 

Kim  Busche  (Catering  Director  of 

EAGLEDining)  reflected: 

"It  would  be  impossible  to  guess 
at  the  number  of  feet  that  have 
climbed  those  white  stairs... People 
have  come  from  all  over  the  world 
to  dine.  Many  have  spent  hours 
studying  to  build  a  career.  Just  about 


everyone  has  greeted,  met  or  made 
a  friend  here.  We  have  done  high- 
level  business,  serious  fundraising, 
joyful  awards  ceremonies,  tearful 
memorials,  down-right  fun  food 
fights,  spirit  rallies,  dates,  formal 
dinners,  initiations,  recruiting, 
graduations,  even  weddings.  Our 
tables  have  been  pulled  up  to  by 
doctors,  lawyers,  bakers,  candlestick 
makers,  teachers,  athletes,  musicians, 
research  scientists,  military,  priests, 


school  children,  mommas  and 
daddies,  senators,  governors, 
class  presidents,  policemen, 
nurses,  babies,  nuns,  writers, 
farmers,  shrimpers  and  many 
others.  The  cuisine  has  varied 
as  the  times  have  changed. 
I  would  guess  that  there  have 
been  millions  of  pounds  of 
chicken  served.  There  are 
years  of  memories  from  this 
square  in  the  center  of  campus. 
There  is  no  fanfare  this  evening. 
No  bells  and  whistles.  Just 
hungry  students  eating  dinner. . . 
Mission  accomplished." 
After  that  last  meal,  there  were 
some  ideas  for  converting  the  building 
to  other  uses.  However,  renovation  costs 
were  too  high,  and  demolition  of  the 
building  was  begun  in  August  2009. 
Current  plans  will  convert  the  area  to 
a  central  campus  green  space  that  will 
no  doubt  be  the  setting  for  many  more 
Southern  Miss  memories.  H 
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Above:  While  the  Commons  hosted  formal  dinners, 
award  ceremonies  and  more,  it  will  be  best 
remembered  by  those  who  stood  in  food  lines  there 
virtually  every  day  during  their  time  as  students. 

Below:  Demolition  of  the  Commons  began  in 
August.  The  area  once  occupied  by  the  former 
dining  facility  will  remain  an  open  green  space 
at  the  center  of  the  Hatfiesburg  Campus. 
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Centennial  History 


Reserve  Your  Advance  Copy  now 


Written  by  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  morgan 

and  published  by  the  University  Press  of  Mississippi,  this  book  will  provide  readers  with  an 
in-depth  look  at  the  unique  heritage  of  Southern  Miss.  Never-before-seen  photographs  and  vivid 
prose  will  make  this  book  the  perfect  keepsake  from  our  University's  Centennial  celebration. 
Books  are  available  to  be  pre-ordered  this  fall,  and  will  be  shipped  on  March  30,  2010. 


$50  hardcover 

plus  shipping  and  handling 


Reserve  your  advance  copy  NOW! 


www.shopsouthernmiss.com 


or  601.266.4386 


FOUNDATION  NEWS) 


The  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  held  their  recent  quarterly  meeting  in  the  newly  renovated  Ogletree  House.  Pictured  from  left,  are:  front  row,  Rickey  Jones,  Robert  Jackson 
Sr.,  Linda  Keng,  Martha  Saunders,  Carl  Nicholson,  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  Gee  Ogletree,  Kathleen  Shaughnessy  and  Fred  Drews;  second  row,  James  Carraway,  Mike  Ratliff, 
David  Wolf,  Gwen  James  and  Mark  Cumbest;  third  row,  Kimberly  Gallaspy,  Karl  Langenbach,  Jim  Payne  and  Hope  Broome;  and  fourth  row,  Beverly  Dale,  Jean  Welsh, 
Skippy  Haik,  Tom  Estes,  Kenneth  Stevens,  Burrell  Kyzar,  Randy  Pope,  Tom  Potter,  Reed  Allison,  Richard  Giannini,  Abb  Payne  and  Tom  McDonnell. 

USM  Foundation  Shares  Fundraising 

Success  with  Newly  Installed  Board  of  Directors 


The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  recently  welcomed 
13  new  members  to  its  board  of  directors, 
including  four  newly  elected  officers.  Carl 
Nicholson  was  elected  as  board  president. 
Nicholson  is  joined  in  office  by  Raymond 
VanNorman,  vice  president;  Gee  Ogletree, 
secretary;  and  Fred  Drews,  treasurer. 

"This  is  an  exciting  time  at  Southern 
Miss,"  said  Nicholson.  "The  USM 
Foundation  Board  of  Directors  is 
committed  to  providing  (University 
President)  Dr.  (Martha)  Saunders  with 
the  additional  financial  tools  she  needs 
to  ensure  the  success  of  the  University." 

The  board  receives  quarterly 
updates  on  the  fund-raising  efforts  of 
the  development  staff.  At  the  recent 
quarterly  meeting,  the  board  received 


information  on  the  fund-raising  dollars 
for  the  previous  fiscal  year.  Despite  a 
troubled  economy,  the  University  saw 
an  increase  in  philanthropic  giving  during 
fiscal  year  2008-09;  the  amount  of  gifts 
and  pledges  received  increased  by 
177  percent  over  the  previous  year. 

A  priority  for  the  University,  the 
Foundation  was  successful  in  increasing 
scholarship  dollars  raised  in  fiscal  year 
2008-09.  New  pledges  in  the  area  of 
scholarship  support  increased  by  445 
percent.  New  pledges  supporting  faculty 
efforts  increased  by  20  percent. 

Support  to  the  Annual  Fund  program 
has  also  risen.  Although  giving  to 
universities  decreased  by  four  perent 
nationwide  last  year,  a  40  percent  increase 
in  participation  in  the  Southern  Miss 


Annual  Fund  program  led  to  a 
30  percent  increase  in  total  gifts. 
"The  increase  in  support  shows  that 
Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  truly 
believe  in  the  institution  and  know  that 
their  gifts  do  make  a  difference  in  the  lives 
of  students,"  said  Josh  Hernandez,  director 
of  corporate  and  foundation  relations  and 
assistant  director  of  annual  giving. 

"Despite  the  recent  economic 
conditions  our  country,  has  faced,  the 
USM  Foundation's  fundraising  efforts 
show  vital  signs  of  progress  over  the 
past  year,"  said  Dr.  David  Wolf,  vice 
president  for  Advancement. 

To  learn  more  about  the  USM 
Foundation,  and  its  board  of  directors, 
visit  www.usmfoundation.com. 


26 


TMjM 


(foundation  news  frr 


Technology  Improvements  Enhance  Advancement  Communication 


After  months  of  preparation, 
the  USM  Foundation  announces 
technological  advances  in  the  Foundation's 
Web  site  and  fundraising  and  financial 
software  programs.  The  Foundation 
and  Advancement  team  paired  with  two 
industry-leading  companies  to  enhance 
communication  with  alumni  and  friends. 

To  build  the  Web  site,  the  USM 
Foundation  contracted  with  iModules,  a 
technology  solution 
and  service  provider 
based  out  of  Kansas. 
Through  online  and 
on-site  training,  Foundation  staff  members 
built  and  launched  the  site  in  three  months 

The  newly  designed  Web  site, 
www.usmfoundation.com,  boasts 
easier  access  to  detailed  information 
about  the  Foundation,  ways  to  give  and 
the  impact  of  giving  at  Southern  Miss. 
Donors  can  easily  navigate  through  the 
new  online  giving  page  to  make  a  gift 
to  the  University. 


•  I 


building  connections 


The  launch  of  the  Foundation  Web  site 
is  followed  by  the  implementation  of  new 
fundraising  and  financial  management 
software  programs  provided  by  Blackbaud, 
Inc.  The  Raiser's  Edge,  a  comprehensive 
fundraising  software  program,  will  allow 
the  USM  Foundation,  Southern  Miss 
Athletic  Foundation  and  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  to  maintain  an 
extensive  database,  articulate  success  and 
use  of  funds,  and  streamline 
information  to  staff  members. 
This  innovative  program 
integrates  with  The  Financial 
Edge,  Blackbaud's  financial  management 
solution.  With  this  cutting-edge  program, 
staff  members  will  be       ■»■  ■    ■  ■ 

Blackbaud 


able  to  process  gifts 
more  efficiently  and  maintain  fiscal 
transparency  and  accountability  to  remain 
laithful  stewards  of  private  funds. 

"The  Advancement  staff  is  excited 
about  this  opportunity  to  further  enhance 
our  program  and  communication  with 


alumni  and  friends,"  said  Dawn  Higdon, 
manager  of  information  technology  for  the 
USM  Foundation.  "The  team  has  put  forth 
a  strong  effort  to  guide  us  to  the  road  to 
success.  We  are  grateful  for  the  ongoing 
support  from  University  and  Advancement 
leadership,  the  Registrar's  Office,  Human 
Resources  and  iTech." 

"The  University's  Advancement  team 
continues  to  build  momentum  through 
donor  stewardship  and  innovation," 
said  Dr.  David  Wolf,  vice  president  for 
Advancement.  "The  implementation 
ol  the  new  Foundation  Web  site.  The 
Raiser's  Edge  and  The  Financial  Edge 
shows  progress  toward  bringing  the 
opportunities  of  giving  to 
our  alumni  and  friends." 


To  make  a  gift  to  Southern  Miss, 
visit  www.usmfoundation.com  or 
contact  the  USM  Foundation  staff 
by  calling  601.266.5602 
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CHECK  OUT  THE  NEW  USM  FOUND 


WWW.USMFOUNDATION.COM 


THE   NEWLY   DESIGNED   SITE   FEATURES: 

A  USER-FRIENDLY  ONLINE  GIVING  PAGE       INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  USM  FOUNDATION 

WAYS  TO  GIVE  AND  THE  IMPACT  OF  GIVING       THE  LATEST  USM  FOUNDATION  NEWS  AND  PUBLICATIONS 


Fall  2009 
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Alumna  Invests 
in  the  Future 
of  Elementary 
Education  Majors 

Southern  Miss  alumna  Tanya  Field 
Mearse  learned  early  in  her  teaching  career 
the  reward  of  seeing  the  influence  teachers 
have  on  the  developing  minds  of  children. 
In  an  effort  to  continue  to  impact  future 
teachers  and  their  students,  Tanya  and  her 
husband  Bill  established  the  Tanya  Field 
and  William  Eldon  Mearse  Elementary 
Education  Scholarship  Endowment  with 
an  initial  gift  of  $25,000. 

"We  are  delighted  by  the  generosity 
of  Tanya  and  BUI  Mearse  and  their 
commitment  to  further  enhancing 
the  education  of  students  at  Southern 
Miss,"  said  Dr.  David  Wolf,  vice 
president  for  Advancement. 

Tanya  transferred  to  Southern  Miss 
from  her  home  state  of  Louisiana  as  a 
sophomore  elementary  education  major  in 
1976.  During  her  time  at  Southern  Miss, 
she  was  an  active  member  of  Chi  Omega. 
After  earning  her  bachelor  of  science  degree 
in  1979,  Tanya  accepted  a  teaching  position 
at  an  elementary  school  in  Houston,  Texas. 
During  the  12  years  that  followed,  she 
taught  in  both  public  and  private  schools  in 
first  through  fourth  grades. 

"The  most  rewarding  part  of  teaching 
is  seeing  the  day-to-day  growth  in  a  child's 
life  and  forming  a  bond  with  a  child  in 
their  academic  growth  as  well  as  their 
social  maturity,"  said  Tanya.  "They  blossom 
into  a  new  person  from  August  to  May." 

Tanya  credits  her  education  at  Southern 
Miss  for  preparing  her  for  the  experience 
of  being  a  teacher.  She  believes  the  best 
teaching  methods  of  her  professors  were 
those  that  allowed  students  to  put  into 
practice  the  skills  being  taught  in  the 
classroom  by  interacting  on  a  personal 
level  with  real  elementary  students.  "There 
is  only  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  to 
be  gained  from  books.  It  takes  the  actual 
'doing'  to  gain  real  knowledge,"  said  Tanya. 

While  Tanya  no  longer  teaches  school, 
she  still  applies  her  experience  as  she 
interacts  with  children  in  different  activities 
in  the  Houston  area.  As  a  member  of  the 


Tanya  and  Bill  Mearse  have  established  the  Tanya  Field  and  William  Eldon  Mearse  Elementary  Education 
Scholarship  Endowment  with  an  initial  gift  of  $25,000. 


Yellowstone  Academy  Guild,  Tanya  helps 
to  support  an  inner-city,  faith-based  school 
for  children  of  low-income  families  by 
volunteering  her  time  and  resources  to  the 
school.  Tanya  has  also  taught  Bible  study  at 
Second  Baptist  Church  and  participated  in 
fundraismg  for  the  Center  Serving  Persons 
with  Mental  Retardation. 

"I  enjoy  seeing  my  previous  students 
who  have  continued  their  development 
to  become  successful,  not  only  in  school 
but  also  in  their  adult  lives,"  said  Tanya. 
"I  believe  my  education  at  Southern  Miss 
prepared  me  for  the  influential  role  of 
a  teacher." 

Tanya's  husband,  Bill,  mentors  young 
people  on  a  daily  basis  at  Accenture,  where 
he  serves  as  the  Chief  Operating  Officer 


of  Resources  Worldwide.  Tanya  says  that 
he  enjoys  watching  them  enter  into  the  real 
world  of  business  and  begin  to  grow  as  the 
future  leaders  of  tomorrow. 

Although  Tanya  and  Bill  Mearse  do 
not  have  any  children  of  their  own,  they 
are  able  to  aid  in  the  education  of  children 
through  their  scholarship  endowment. 
"We  are  still  committed  to  investing  in  the 
lives  of  young  people,"  said  Tanya.  "The 
potential  of  benefitting  multiple  generations 
represents  a  great  long-term  investment." 

To  make  a  gift  to  the  Tanya  Field 
and  William  Eldon  Mearse  Elementary 
Education  Scholarship  Endowment,  contact 
Leigh  Todd,  development  officer  for  the 
College  of  Education  and  Psychology,  at 
601.266.5501  or  Leigh.Todd@usm.edu. 
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Thanks  to  the  support  students  like  Sarah  AH  and  J.R. 
Robinson  have  received  from  donors  like  you,  they  have 
been  able  to  focus  their  attention  on  their  coursework 


rather  than  their  financial  strain.  The  degrees  they 
earn  will  provide  the  edge  they  need  to  shape  their 
futures  and  make  an  impact  on  the  world. 


Your  support  can  help  many  other  students  struggling  to  stay  in  school  due  to  financial  hardship. 
Every  dollar  counts,  so  your  continued  support  is  more  important,  and  more  appreciated,  than  ever. 

Invest  in  someone's  future  by  visiting 
www.usmfoundation.com/annualfund  or  by  calling  601.266.5602. 
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ATHLETIC  NEWS] 


Seniors  Lead  Volleyball  to  Conference  Championship 


One  could  call  the  story  of  the 
Southern  Miss  volleyball  team  a  Cinderella 
Story,  a  rags  to  riches  tale  of  a  team  that 
has  never  seen  the  word  championship 
used  to  describe  its  squad.  After  30  years 
this  program  and  team  has  finally  earned 
that  title. 

However,  the  only  two  seniors  on  the 
2009  Conference  USA  Championship 
Team,  Maia  Ivanova  and  Angela  Hlavaty, 
remember  when  winning  did  not  come 
with  such  ease.  Ivanova,  who  plays  the 
position  of  libera,  says  the  experience  has 
been  overwhelming. 

"It's  been  a  crazy 
journey,"  Ivanova 
said.  "I  would  never 
think  we  would  be 
able  to  even  win  five 
games  in  a  row.  We 
didn't  win  any  when 
we  were  freshman. 
Our  sophomore 
season,  we  were 
supposed  to  be  really 
good,  but  we  didn't 
do  that  well.  Last  year 
we  did  better  but  this 
year  has  just  been 


like,  'wow'.  It  is  just 
overwhelming,  and 
I  never  would  have 
expected  it." 

Hlavaty,  an  outside  hitter,  says  being 
conference  champions  did  not  seem  at- 
tainable their  freshman  year. 

"Freshman  year  was  rough,"  Hlavaty 
said.  "We  didn't  win,  and  we  had  a  really 
bad  record.  We  got  used  to  losing  a  lot  but 
each  year,  with  new  players  that  came  in 
and  everyone  working  better  as  a  team, 
we  got  better." 

Their  expectations  have  always  been 
the  same  they  say,  but  this  year  is  different 
because  they  have  fulfilled  them. 

"I  feel  like  we  were  always  supposed  to 
be  really,  really  good  but  never  lived  up  to 
our  expectations."  Hlavaty  said.  "This  year 
we  were  supposed  to  be  really  good  and 
we've  lived  up  to  those  expectations  and 
we  have  the  record  to  show  it." 

With  a  mixture  of  up  and  down  sea- 
sons, this  team  has  been  on  a  roller  coaster 


Maia  Ivanova  tallied  a  team-high  34  digs  (3.78 
digs  per  set)  in  wins  over  SMU  and  Tulsa  that 
helped  clinch  the  conference  title  in  November. 


ride  of  rankings.  In  a  span  of  four  years, 
the  team  has  finished  ninth,  11th,  seventh 
and  now  first  in  the  conference. 

Ivanova  and  Hlavaty  have  played  major 
rolls  on  this  championship  team.  Maia 
Ivanova  has  played  in  every  single  set  since 
she  has  been  a  part  of  the  team  and  became 
the  all-time  digs  leader  earlier  this  season. 

"You  just  go  out  there  on  the  court 
and  play,"  Ivanova  said.  "You're  not 
thinking  how  many  digs  am  I  going  to 
make  this  game,  you're  just  thinking,  'I 
want  to  win.'" 

Ivanova  says 
that  the  meaning 
of  winning  has 
changed  for  her. 
The  word  has  a 
more  powerful  con- 
notation now. 

"Before  I  would 
always  say  I  want 
to  win  but,  now  it's 
like  I  really  want  to 
win."  Ivanova  said 
with  excitement. 
"We  have  a  good 
team  and  we've 
been  working  hard. 
We  know  we  can  and 
that's  why  we  want  it 
even  more." 
Hlavaty  has  impacted  this  team  in 
an  extreme  way.  She  is  now  one  of  only 
13  players  in  Southern  Miss  volleyball 
history  to  record  1,000  kills.  Hlavaty  has 
grown  with  this  team.  Recovering  from  a 
shoulder  injury  in  her  sophomore  year  and 
returning  with  record  setting  numbers, 
she  shows  us  just  how  much  experience 
she  has  gained. 

Coming  so  far  in  their  careers,  Hlavaty 
and  Ivanova  can  actually  see  where  the 
change  took  place.  They  can  point  out 
the  moment  this  season  when  they  just 
knew  without  a  doubt  that  they  would  be 
conference  champions. 

"The  feeling  was  amazing."  Hlavaty 
said.  "The  time  that  we  beat  Tulane,  I 
knew  that  we  were  going  to  win  every- 
thing. Tulane  is  a  great  team,  and  when  we 
beat  them  at  Tulane  in  five  I  knew." 

But  the  moment  is  different  for  both  of 


Angela  Hlavaty 's  17  kills  against  Tulsa  helped 
clinch  at  least  a  tie  for  the  conference  championship 
on  Nov.  8. 

them,  Ivanova  said,  "I  was  looking  at  game 
after  game.  We  were  going  out  on  the 
court  and  we  were  winning.  After  we  lost 
to  Marshall  it  was  a  tough  period  but  after- 
ward we  went  in  to  win  each  game.  You 
think  about  it  point  by  point  and  before 
every  game  I  kind  of  knew  we  were  going 
to  win.  We  are  confident  that  we  have  a 
good  team  and  we  don't  give  up." 

These  players  are  leaving  Southern 
Miss  as  history  makers  and  feel  as  though 
they  have  done  their  job. 

"1  feel  great  about  leaving  after  this." 
Hlavaty  said.  "We  finally  did  what  we  have 
been  looking  to  do  for  that  last  few  years, 
which  is  winning.  I'm  really  happy  about 
leaving  on  such  a  high  note." 

The  Lady  Eagle  volleyball  team 
finished  the  regular  season  with  a  record 
of  26-4  and  13-2.  They  began  play  in  the 
Conference  USA  Tournament  on  Nov.  20 
at  Rice. 


Story  By  Meghan  Graham, 
Southern  Miss  Media  Relations 
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2009  SOUTHERN  MISS 


SCHEDULES 


MEN'S  HOME  GAMES 

Nov.  17 

Loyola  (N.O) 

7  p.m. 

Nov.  24 

William  Carey 

7  p.m. 

Nov.  28 

Spring  Hill 

7  p.m. 

Dec.  15 

Louisiana-Lafayette 

7  p.m. 

Dec.  21 

New  Orleans 

7  p.m. 

Dec.  22 

Canisius 

7  p.m. 

Dec.  23 

North  Florida 

7  p.m. 

Dec.  30 

Dillard 

7  p.m. 

Jan.  9 

Memphis* 

4  p.m. 

Jan.  12 

Cal.  State  Bakersfield 

7  p.m. 

Jan.  23 

East  Carolina* 

4  p.m. 

Feb.  2 

SMU* 

7  p.m. 

Feb.  13 

Rice* 

4  p.m. 

Feb.  17 

UAB* 

7  p.m. 

Feb.  20 

UCF* 

4  p.m. 

Feb.  24 

UTEP* 

7  p.m. 

Mar.  2 

Tulane* 

7  p.m. 

WOMEN'S  HOME  GAMES 

Nov.  14 

South  Alabama 

4  p.m. 

Nov.  23 

William  Carey 

7  p.m. 

Nov.  27 

Jackson  State 

5  p.m. 

Nov.  28 

Texas  A&M  -  Corpus 

Christi 

TBA 

or  Georgia 

Dec.  4 

Alcorn  State 

7  p.m. 

Dec.  22 

Arkansas-Little  Rock 

7  p.m. 

Jan.  3 

Louisiana  Tech 

2  p.m. 

Jan.  15 

UAB* 

7  p.m. 

Jan.  17 

Memphis* 

2  p.m. 

Jan.  30 

UTEP* 

4  p.m. 

Feb.  4 

East  Carolina* 

7  p.m. 

Feb.  6 

Marshall* 

4  p.m. 

Feb.  18 

Houston* 

8  p.m. 

Feb.  20 

Rice* 

TBA 

Mar.  3 

UCF* 

7  p.m. 

indicates  C-USA  gome 


Only  home  games  are  listed.  For  complete  schedules  visit  SouthernMiss.com. 


Robert  C.  Dews  mr 


Southern  Bone  and  Joint  Specialists,  PA. 


welcome 

to  the  team 


Orthopaedic  Surgical  Fellowship 
Mississippi  Sports  Medicine,  Jackson,  Miss. 

Residency  and  Internship 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center 

Medical  Degree 

University  of  Mississippi  School  of  Medicine 


Professional  Activity 

American  Orthopedic  Society  for  Sports  Medicine 

American  Academy  of  Orthopaedic  Surgeons 

Arthroscopy  Association  of  North  America 


fioi  ..s.S4.74nn 


southernboneandjoint.com  ::  Hattiesburg  •  Columbia  •  Poplarville 


James  A.  Antinnes,  M.D. 

Orthopaedic  Spine  Surgery 

Rocco  A.  Barbieri,  M.D. 

Hand  and  Upper  Extremity 


Constantine  Charoglu,  M.D. 

Hand  and  Upper  Extremity 

Richard  A.  Conn,  M.D. 
Arthritic  joint  Replacement 


Robert  C.  Dews,  M.D. 

Arthroscopy  and  Sports  Medicine 

Y.  Susi  Folse,  M.D. 

Physical  Medicine  and  Rehabllitatu 

Lance  L.  Line,  M.D. 
Arthroscopy  and  Sports  Medicine 


Keith  P.  Melancon.  M.D. 
General  Orthopaedics 

Elliott  B.  Nipper,  M.D. 
Arthritic  Joint  Replacement 

Michael  C  Patterson.  M  P 

Orthopjedu  Spine  Surgery 


Douglas  W,  Rouse  MP. 

trthroseopj  And  Sports  Medicine 

James  N.  Sikes  M  D 
General  Orthopaedics 

Michael  J.  Stonnington.  M.D. 

General  Orthopaedics  *nd  TYaurrutolojp. 
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By  the 

NUMBERS 


The  number  of  seasons 

former  Golden  Eagle  tackle 

Ryan  McKee  started  for     $ 

Southern  Miss.  McKee  earned 

a  spot  on  the  New  York  Jets 

j   practice  squad  in  2009*. 


.  The  total  number  of, 

football  games  played  ^  . 

dt  Southern  Miss  by  former 

Golden  Eagle  Demar  Dotson, 

-  who  earned. aspot  on -the. 'i 

Tampa  Bay  Buccaneers'  '" 

roster  in  2009. 


15* 


Trie  number  of  career  catches  : 

by  former  Eagle  "Sri  awn  Nelson, 

a  fourryear'starter  for  Southern 

Miss  and  now -a  member 

of  the  Buffalo  Bills. 

386 

The  number  of  career 
tackles  by  former  Golden  Eagle 
-linebacker  Gerald  McRqth, 
who  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Tennessee  Titans.  --- 


65,127 

The  NFL-record  number  of 

career  passing  yards  entering 

2009  by  former  Golden  Eagle 

Brett  Favre,  now  a  member 

of  the  Minnesota  Vikings. 


Southern  Miss,  Mississippi  State 
Agree  to  Two-Year  Football  Series 


Southern  Miss  and  Mississippi  State 
announced  jointly  in  September  at  the 
Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  Jackson 
that  they  will  play  a  two-game,  home-and- 
home  football  series  beginning  in  2014. 

The  two-game  series  will  take  place 
during  the  opening  weekend  of  those 
respective  seasons.  The  first  contest  is 
slated  for  Davis  Wade  Stadium  at  Scott 
Field  in  Starkville,  Miss.,  on  Aug.  30, 
2014,  and  then  the  Golden  Eagles 
will  play  host  to  the  Bulldogs  at 
Roberts  Stadium  on  Sept.  5,  2015. 

"We  sincerely  appreciate  (MSU  Athletic 
Director)  Greg  Byrne  and  (MSU  President) 
Dr.  Mark  Keenum  for  working  with  us  to 
renew  this  outstanding  rivalry,"  Southern 
Miss  Director  of  Athletics  Richard 
Giannini  said.  'Anytime  you  play  a  rivalry 
game  it  is  very  important  to  the  coaches, 
teams,  alumni,  fans,  media  and  for  the 
general  promotion  of  the  great  game  of 
football  in  the  state  of  Mississippi." 

This  will  be  the  first  time  the  Golden 
Eagles  and  Bulldogs  will  meet  on  the 
gridiron  since  the  1990  campaign  when 
Southern  Miss  dropped  a  13-10  decision 
in  Starkville.  Southern  Miss  leads  the  se- 
ries 14-12-1  and  the  victory  total  includes 
two  forfeits  from  the  Bulldogs  during  the 
1975  and  1976  seasons. 


Golden  Eagles  to  Open 

2010  College  Football  Season 

Southern  Miss  will  open  the  2010 
college  football  season,  Thursday,  Sept. 
2,  at  South  Carolina  and  the  game  will  be 
televised  nationally  by  ESPN. 

"This  is  a  huge  opportunity  to  be  the 
first  nationally  televised  game  of  the  year 
that  signals  the  start  of  the  2010  season," 
Giannini  said.  "This  game  generates  a 
tremendous  amount  of  attention  and  it 
gives  us  a  chance  to  showcase  our  football 
program  to  the  nation." 

The  Golden  Eagles  were  originally 
scheduled  to  play  Southeastern  Louisiana 
that  weekend  but  are  in  talks  to  move  the 
game  to  a  later  date  during  the  season  or 
to  another  year. 

Southern  Miss  also  is  moving  its 
scheduled  2010  game  with  LSU  to  the 

2011  season  at  Tiger  Stadium  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  Nov.  12.  This  was  made  possible 
by  moving  the  Tennessee  game  from  the 
2011  to  2017  season. 


e:  Brett  Favre's  teams  went 
2-2  against  Mississippi  State  from  1987  to  1990, 
and  the  Golden  Eagles  have  won  12  of  the  last 
16  meetings  between  the  schools,  including  a  pair 
of  Bulldog  forfeits  in  1975  and  1976. 


32 


?M» 


ft\ 


Cook  Joins  Southern  Miss  Legends  Club 


Fred  Cook,  a  standout  defensive 
lineman  for  Southern  Miss  from  1971 
to  1973,  was  inducted  in  the  school's 
Legends  Club  on  Sept.  19.  Cook  is 
best  remembered  as  one  ol  the  best 
pass  rushers  in  the  history  of  Southern 
Miss  football. 

As  one  of  the  first  African-American 
players  in  school  history,  Cook  was  given 
credit  for  the  ease  of  the  way  integration  of 
the  school  and  the  football  program  was 
accomplished  and  his  popularity  led  him 
by  his  senior  year  to  be  named  Mr.  USM. 

Cook  established  himself  as  one  of 
the  school's  best  when  he  finished  among 
the  team's  leaders  in  tackles  with  68  and 
a  school-record  18  quarterback  sacks  in 
1971.  He  was  the  only  member  of  the 
defensive  front  four  to  return  for  the 
1972  season,  but  as  usual  he  was  ready 
to  shoulder  the  load.  He  recorded  19  quar- 
terback sacks  that  season,  while  finishing 
second  on  the  team  in  tackles  with  122. 


Although  he  was  regularly  double-teamed 
by  opponents  in  1974,  Cook  still  finished 
fourth  on  the  team  in  tackles  with  67  and 
was  once  more  the  team  leader  in  quarter- 
back sacks.  The  team  finished  6-4-1 ,  but 
the  last  six  opponents  that  year  would  aver- 
age just  over  eight  points  a  game  against 
the  Cook-led  defense. 

For  his  play  he  earned  third  team 
All-American  honors  in  1973,  in  addi- 
tion to  being  named  first  team  all-South 
Independent  in  1972  and  1973. 

He  played  in  the  Senior  Bowl  and  the 
Blue-Gray  game  and  was  drafted  in  the 
second  round  (32nd  pick  overall)  by  the 
Baltimore  Colts  in  the  1974  NFL  draft. 
Cook  would  play  for  the  Colts  from  1974 
to  1980. 

The  Legends  Club  recognizes 
former  University  athletic  standouts  that 
made  prominent  contributions  in  their 
individual  sports,  while  participating  as 
student-athletes. 


Southern  Miss  Alumni  Inducted 
Into  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame 


Southern  Miss 
alumni  Jeff  Bower 
and  Robert  Morgan 
were  among  the  six 
inductees  into  the 
Mississippi  Sports 
jacksoh.  ms  Hall  of  Fame  in 

2009.  Former  Head  Football  Coach  Jim 
Carmody  was  also  a  part  of  the  class. 

Bower,  who  coached  the  Golden  Eagles 
from  1991  to  2007,  led  the  Southern 
Miss  football  program  to  four  Conference 
USA  Championships  and  14-consecutive 
winning  seasons  from  1994  to  2007.  He 
boasted  of  a  career  head  coaching  record 
of  119-83-1. 

In  1986,  Morgan  began  a  satellite  PGA 
Tournament  in  Hattiesburg  named  the 
Magnolia  Classic,  which  grew  throughout 
the  years  and  is  today  the  Viking  Classic. 
He  served  from  1968  to  2006  as  direc- 
tor of  the  tournament,  Mississippi's  only 
PGA  Tournament.  In  2001,  he  received 
the  Distinguished  Service  Award  from  the 
PGA  Tour  Association. 


As  head  football  coach,  Carmody 's 
teams  were  known  for  their  stifling 
defenses;  his  Southern  Miss  squads  were 
11-4  against  in-state  rivals  Ole  Miss  and 
Mississippi  State. 

Other  inductees  included  former  NFL 
linebacker  Hugh  Green;  Tyrone  Keys,  a 
member  of  the  Chicago  Bears'  Super  Bowl- 
winning  team  in  1985;  and  John  Stroud, 
a  former  Ole  Miss  basketball  standout, 
who  upon  finishing  his  college  career  was 
second  on  the  SEC  career-scoring  list. 

The  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame 
and  Museum  opened  in  1996  and  is 
operated  by  the  Mississippi  Sports 
Foundation.  The  museum  is  located  on 
Lakeland  Drive  in  Jackson.  The  2009 
class  was  inducted  as  part  of  the  47th 
annual  Hall  of  Fame  weekend. 

Bower,  Morgan  and  Carmody  join  a 
long  list  of  those  with  Southern  Miss  ties 
who  have  been  inducted  into  the  hall  in 
recent  years,  including  Reggie  Collier  and 
Hill  Denson  (2008),  Vic  Purvis  (2006), 
and  Hanford  Dixon  and  M.K.  Turk  t,2005\ 


Fred  Cook  played  seven  seasons  with  the  Baltimore  Colts. 

Alumna  Named 
Cross  Country  Coach 

Former  track  and  field  standout 
Ken  White  Frazier  '05  has  been  named 
head  cross  country  coach  and  assistant 
track  and  field  coach.  Prior  to  coming  to 
Southern  Miss. 
Frazier  worked 
in  a  non-athletic 
related  profession 
for  three  years. 

The  Vicksburg 
native  was  a  four- 
year  letterwinner 
in  cross  country, 
indoor  and  out- 
door track  squads. 
She  has  a  personal  best  time  ol  1.8:37.04  in 
the  indoor  5.000  meters  and  17:54.04  in 
the  outdoor  5,000  meters.  The  times  rank 
thud  on  the  all-time  performance  list. 

Frazier  was  a  standout  track  and  field 
performer  at  Vicksburg  High  School. 
capturing  the  5A  state  championship  in 
cross  country  in  1999  and  the  champion- 
ship in  the  two-mile,  setting  a  state  record 
in  the  process. 


Keri  White  Frazier 
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Southern  Miss  fans... 

not  only  do  we  have  the  ordinary 


but  the  extraordinary! 


OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

1 1516  Lamey  Bridge  Rd,  Ste.  D 

D'lberville,  Mississippi  39540 
P  228.392.7007  sportsshack.com 


The  Alumni  House  Sports  Grill  and  Orkin  Pest  Control  of  Hattiesburg  are  the 
newest  businesses  that  have  joined  the  Circle  of  Champions.  From  left  are 
Robbie  Gill  of  Orkin  and  Cannon  Clegg  of  the  Alumni  House,  along  with 
Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini. 


Two  Businesses  Join 
Prestigious  Circle  of  Champions 

The  Alumni  House  Sports  Grill  of  Hattiesburg  and  Jackson 
and  Orkin  Pest  Control  of  Hattiesburg  have  joined  Southern 
Miss'  Circle  of  Champions  by  each  pledging  $100,000  to 
Southern  Miss  Athletics.  Cannon  Clegg,  managing  partner 
of  the  Alumni  House  Sports  Grill,  said  he  supports  Southern 
Miss  because  "a  business  becomes  successful  by  taking  care 
ol  its  customers,  and  generally  these  customers  come  from  the 
community,  so  if  you  give  back  to  the  community  by  giving 
to  Southern  Miss,  you  add  wealth  and  strength  to  your  own 
environment."  Robbie  Gill,  owner  of  Orkin,  adds  that,  "Giving 
to  USM  is  a  great  way  to  give  back  since  Southern  Miss  has 
done  so  much  lor  south  Mississippi.  Additionally,  our  market- 
ing with  Southern  Miss  has  provided  us  unbelievable  media 
attention  throughout  the  Pine  Belt  and  southern  Mississippi." 

The  Circle  of  Champions  is  the  highest  level  of  Eagle  Club 
membership;  members  at  the  Circle  of  Champions  level  pledge 
at  least  $100,000  to  Southern  Miss  Athletics  over  a  10-year 
period.  Memberships  in  the  Eagle  Club  begin  at  $125. 
Members  of  the  Eagle  Club  enjoy  benefits  such  as  priority 
seating  at  athletic  events,  preferred  parking  and  car  and 
business  decals  that  show  their  support  for  Southern  Miss. 
Additional  information  on  the  Eagle  Club  and  Business 
Eagle  Club  can  be  obtained  by  calling  601.266.5299  or 
visiting  southernmiss.cstv.com/eagle-club/. 


Eagle  Club 
Business  Program 
Seeking  Participants 

In  an  effort  to  encourage 
Southern  Miss  fans  to  support 
businesses  that  support  Southern 
Miss,  the  Eagle  Club  is  creating 
a  list  of  the  businesses  that  will 
offer  premium  specials  for  Eagle 
Club  members  when  they  present 
their  Eagle  Club  card. 

Eagle  Club/ISP  business 
sponsors  who  would  like  to 
be  a  part  of  this  opportunity  are 
asked  to  contact  Richard  Vogel 
at  richard.vogel@usm.edu. 


Collier  to  Assist  with  Volunteer  Support, 
Palmer  Takes  on  New  Role 


Reggie 
Collier  has 
joined  the 
Eagle  Club 
staff  in  ad- 
dition to  his 
community 
affairs  duties. 
Collier's  main 
locus  will  be 
lie  Collier  on  increasing 

volunteer  support  for  the  Eagle  Club 
on  the  Gulf  Coast,  while  Eagle  Club 
director  Dick  Vogel  will  focus  on  the 
Central  Mississippi  area. 

The  Athletic  Foundation  has  imple- 
mented an  Eagle  Club  representative 
system  so  that  active,  inactive  and  new 
membership  drives  will  be  coordinated 
in  a  more  organized  and  more  per- 
sonal manner.  Volunteers  are  asked  to 
maintain  contact  with  10-15  current 


members  in  their  area.  The  network 
stretches  nationwide  and  volunteers 
are  needed.  For  additional  information 
on  the  program  contact  the  Eagle 
Club  at  601.266.5299  or  e-mail 
richard.vogel@usm.edu. 

In  addition  to  Collier's  work  with 
the  Eagle  Club,  former  head  baseball 
coach  Corky  Palmer  is  now  working 
pan  time  tor  the  Athletic  Foundation 
as  a  major  gift 
fundraiser 
emphasizing 
baseball  fund- 
raising.  He 
has  already 
hit  the  speak- 
ing circuit  for 
the  Athletic 
Department. 
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Fletcher 
and  Brown: 

Southern  Miss 
Dynamic  Duo 


Across  the  country,  there  are  college  football  coaches  that 
are  tossing  headsets  and  visors,  pulling  their  hair  out, 
and  searching  for  ways  to  outscore  their  opponents.  Their 
problem — their  offenses  have  become  one-dimensional. 

In  football  terminology,  a  one-dimensional  offense  is  one 
that  can  run  the  ball  effectively,  but  fails  to  pass  with  consistency, 
or  vice  versa.  These  teams  usually  feature  the  sputtering  combi- 
nation of  an  outstanding  running  back  and  a  quarterback  who 
cannot  seem  to  pick  up  critical  first  downs,  or  a  prolific  passer 
combined  with  a  suspect  offensive  line.  But  what  if  an  offense 
features  a  record-setting  running  back  and  one  of  the  most  physi- 
cally gifted  receivers  in  the  country7 

The  answer  can  be  found  in  Hattiesburg,  as  wide  receiver 
DeAndre  Brown,  and  running  back  Damion  Fletcher  are  among 
the  most  feared  duos  in  the  nation  by  college  football  defensive 


coordinators.  Though  they  have  played  just  one  and  one-half 
seasons  together,  it  seems  virtually  all  school,  conference,  season 
and  career  records  for  offensive  output  have  been  broken,  are  be- 
ing threatened,  or  will  be  broken  at  some  point.  The  Eagle  offense, 
which  helped  Southern  Miss  to  an  8-game  winning  streak  that 
was  the  second-longest  in  the  country  at  the  time  it  was  snapped 
in  September  at  Kansas,  is  not  one-dimensional.  But  to  say  that 
it  is  two-dimensional  might  not  be  enough  either — not  only  is 
Fletcher  among  the  quickest  rushers  in  the  country,  but  he  is 
an  effective  receiver  as  well,  as  evidenced  by  his  nearly  50-yard 
catch-and-run  on  the  first  series  against  Kansas.  And  Brown  is 
equally  effective  streaking  down  the  field  past  a  deep  safety  as  he 
is  out-leaping  a  cornerback  in  the  corner  of  the  end  zone. 

Tandems  and  Teammates 

The  history  books  show  clearly  that  Southern  Miss  football 
has  not  been  without  its  impressive  offensive  teammates,  espe- 
cially in  recent  memory.  One  could  make  a  case  that  the  most 
talented  college  quarterback  ever  in  Hattiesburg  was  Reggie 
Collier,  and  based  on  their  professional  careers,  that  the  best 
running  back  was  Sammy  Winder,  and  the  most  talented  receiver 
was  Louis  Lipps.  That  trio  was  teammates  on  the  1980  and  1981 
squads.  The  1989  and  1990  teams  boasted  of  future  three-time 
NFL  MVP  Brett  Favre,  a  future  first-round  draft  pick,  Tony  Smith, 
at  running  back,  and  Michael  Jackson,  a  receiver  who  went  on 
to  an  impressive  eight-year  career  in  the  NFL.  In  the  late  1990s, 
Sherrod  Gideon  posted  back-to-back  1,000-yard  receiving  seasons, 
and  he  may  not  have  even  been  the  best  pass-catcher  on  the  team 
as  Todd  Pinkston  went  on  to  become  a  second  round  draft  pick  of 
the  Philadelphia  Eagles.  Those  Eagle  teams  also  featured  two  of 
the  better  running  backs  in  Southern  Miss  history  in  Harold  Shaw 
and  Derrick  Nix,  who  gave  Southern  Miss  three-straight  seasons 
from  1997  to  1999  with  a  1,000-yard  rusher. 


the  season, 
Damion  Fletcher  will  leave  Southern 
Miss  as,  hot  only  the  school's  all-tim 
leading  rusher,  but  also  near  the  tor 
'of  the  NCAA's  career  list. 


Question  Marks 

Although  Fletcher  had  proven  his  significant  abilities  on 
the  field  for  three  seasons  from  2006  to  2008,  perhaps  the  most 
popular  player  on  the  Golden  Eagle  roster  was  suspended  for  the 
spring  and  sentenced  to  community  service  following  a  highly 
publicized  off-the-field  incident  involving  his  discharging  of  a 
firearm  in  a  Hattiesburg  apartment  complex. 

The  running  back  served  his  suspension  and  returned  to  the 
field  for  the  season  opener  against  Alcorn  State. 

"I  think  he  was  excited,"  Head  Coach  Larry  Fedora  said 
upon  reinstating  Fletcher.  "He  was  a  lot  more  excited  than  in  our 
meeting  the  day  after  it  happened. . .  I  was  proud  in  the  way  he 
handled  himself.  He  admitted  he  made  a  mistake  and  was  anxious 
to  get  back  in  good  standing,  not  just  with  me  but  the  rest  of  the 
coaching  staff,  his  teammates,  and  the  fans." 

Through  the  first  half  of  2009,  Fletcher  has  not  disappointed, 
rushing  for  126  yards  in  the  season-opening  win  over  Alcorn  State 
and  dazzling  Golden  Eagle  fans  with  highlight-reel  runs. 

Although  Fletcher  is  concluding  his  Southern  Miss  career, 
Brown  entered  2009  as  a  sophomore  with  something  to  prove  as 
well.  Brown's  challenge,  though,  came  as  the  result  of  a  gruesome 
leg  injury  in  the  New  Orleans  Bowl,  in  which  the  receiver  suf- 
fered a  broken  leg  that  has  been  replayed  thousands  of  times  on 
YouTube  and  other  Internet  sites. 

Prior  to  the  injury,  Brown's  freshman  campaign  included  a 
five-game  stretch  that  ranks  among  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  in 
school  history.  For  more  than  a  month,  the  6-foot-6  wideout  aver- 
aged more  than  125  yards  receiving  and  nearly  two  touchdowns 
per  game.  At  season's  end,  Brown  had  caught  a  school-record  67 
passes  for  1,117  yards  and  12  touchdowns.  While  he  took  awhile 
in  2009  to  get  back  to  full  speed  (a  shoulder  injury  suffered  in  the 


Kansas  game  slowed  him  as  well),  a  two-touchdown  performance 
against  Tulane  seemed  to  signal  a  return  to  his  domination  of 
Conference  USA  defensive  backs.  Add  to  Brown's  own  injury- 
woes  that  quarterback  Austin  Davis  was  lost  for  the  season  with 
a  foot  injury  against  UAB  in  early  October,  and  the  reasons  for 
Brown's  relatively  slow  start  are  certainly  understandable.  Notably, 
Martevious  Young  has  filled  in  for  Davis  admirably,  highlighted  by 
a  13-for-15  performance  in  a  43-6  win  over  Tulane  in  October. 
"We  keep  saying  that  he  (Brown)  is  getting  a  little  bit  better  each 
week,"  Fedora  said  following  the  win  over  Tulane.  "1  think  he  is 
feeling  better  about  what  he  is  doing  and  his  endurance  is  back.  I 
think  he  is  starting  to  feel  more  comfortable  as  we  go." 

Today,  Fletcher  and  Brown  threaten  to  break  every  record  in 
school  history.  Fletcher  could  finish  among  the  top  10  rushers  in 
NCAA  history;  he  rushed  for  1,000  or  more  yards  in  each  of  his 
first  three  seasons,  and  posted  three  100-yard  plus  games  during 
the  first  half  of  2009.  By  midseason  he  was  approaching  5,000 
yards  for  his  career,  with  the  only  factor  keeping  from  greater 
heights  may  not  be  opposing  defenses,  but  the  play  of  reserve  Tory 
Harrison,  who  has  provided  his  share  of  highlights  in  2009.  And 
Brown  appears  poised  to  once  again  place  fear  in  the  hearts  of  de- 
fensive backs  and  coordinators,  making  Southern  Miss'  offensive 
truly  two-dimensional.  §fi 


THE  ARTS  ) 


Music  education  majors  Meghan  Steward  and  Brett  Barnes  perform  during  the  gala's  finale. 
The  gala  featured  more  than  500  student  performers. 

2009  Arts  Gala  Captivates  Audiences 


The  annual  Arts  Gala  has  become  a 
thriving  tradition  at  Southern  Miss.  Since 
2007,  arts  galas  have  captivated  audiences 
with  a  night  of  wonder,  endless  dancing  and 
delicious  foods.  The  2009  Arts  Gala  was  no 
different.  The  approximately  600  patrons 
went  on  a  whimsical  and  magical  journey 
to  Paris  on  September  10,  2009,  at  the  Lake 
Terrace  Convention  Center  in  Hattiesburg. 

"The  gala  was  designed  to  provide 
an  opportunity  for  all  of  our  incredible 
faculty  and  student  artists  to  showcase 
their  talents  for  our  patrons  in  hopes 
they  will  continue  their  generous  sup- 
port not  only  through  their  patronage 
at  our  performances,  but  also  with  their 
generous  donations  to  the  arts  at  Southern 
Miss,"  said  Dr.  Mike  Lopinto,  director  and 
designer  of  the  gala. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 


Did  you  know  that  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  is  one  of  only 
two  dozen  universities  and  colleges 
the  United  States  that  is  accredited 
in  all  four  arts  areas — dance,  music, 
theatre  and  visual  arts? 


From  the  moment  guests  arrived,  they 
were  greeted  with  sounds  ol  "La  Vie  en 
Rose"  and  strains  from  a  cabaret  singer 
standing  in  the  middle  of  the  Champs- 
Elysees.  A  replica  of  the  Arc  de  Triompe 
stretched  to  the  second  story  of  the 
Convention  Center  while  guests  gathered 
in  eager  anticipation  of  the  night  to  come. 

A  lone  singer  stood  atop  a  grand  piano 
to  tell  the  story  of  the  evening.  The  Pride 
of  Mississippi  Marching  Band  surprised 
the  elegantly  dressed  guests  playing 
proudly  as  the  main  curtain  opened  to 
reveal  a  frenzy  of  cast  members.  A  swarm 
of  guests  were  drawn  into  the  elaborately 
decorated  and  decadent  nightclub  that  was 
staged  in  the  center's  main  room. 

More  than  500  student  performers 
from  the  departments  of  Art  and  Design, 
Theatre  and  Dance  and  the  School  of  Music 
wowed  the  crowd  as  they  strolled  the 
'streets  of  Paris'  around  a  central  stage  with 
bridges  led  to  satellite  stages  and  runways. 
Spectacular  lighting,  mounds  of  cheeses, 
pastries  and  entrees  swirled  around  as 
guests  who  were  enthralled  in  a  live  pro- 
duction featuring  the  Jazz  Band,  Symphony 
Orchestra,  singers,  dancers  and  actors 
dressed  in  full  19th  century  costume. 

For  more  information  on  how 
you  can  contribute  to  the  arts,  visit 
usm.edu/foundation. 


The  One-stop 
Shop  for  the  Arts, 
www.usm.edu/arts 

Want  to  hear  the  Symphony 
Orchestra?  Want  to  attend  a  theatre 
play  or  dance  concert?  Just  looking 
for  something  new  to  do  in  Hattiesburg? 
Videos,  event  tickets  and  more  are 
now  available  at  www.usm.edu/arts. 

In  the  August  2009,  the  College  of 
Arts  and  Letters  launched  a  new  Web 
site  to  promote  the  Arts  at  the  University. 
The  site  is  the  central  hub  for  all  things 
arts-related,  including  tickets,  seating, 
videos,  calendars,  social  networking  and 
much  more. 

The  site  features  allow  visitors  to 
order  tickets,  view  seating  charts,  connect 
with  the  departments  and  programs  via 
Facebook,  MySpace,  YouTube,  Twitter 
and  more.  Other  features  include  behind- 
the-scenes  looks  at  art  productions  by 
students,  faculty,  alumni  and  staff  that 
bring  the  magic  of  nearly  400  annual  per- 
formances to  life.  Weekly  events  also  are 
featured  to  help  audiences  catch  a  quick 
glimpse  of  what  is  "Now  Showing." 

The  "Spotlight"  section  showcases 
noteworthy  people,  places  and  events  from 
major  events  including  the  Arts  Gala  and 
special  events  like  "Renee  Fleming:  The 
Voice  of  the  Century"  that  will  open  the 
University's  Centennial  Celebration  in 
January  2010.  Arts  students,  their  work 
and  alumni  are  featured  in  this  section. 

For  more  insight  into  all  arts  events, 
from  concert  openings  and  studio  events, 
to  faculty  and  student  recitals,  visit  the 
"Deeper"  section. 
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YouTube  Sensation  Headlines 

Symphony  Orchestra's  "Fashionable  Firsts" 


Joshua  Roman  performs  with  the  Symphony 
Orchestra  in  Bennett  Auditorium. 


Symphony  Orchestra  concertgoers 
answered  the  call  to  "dress  up"  for  the 
season  debut  of  "Fashionable  Firsts,"  Sept. 
24  in  Bennett  Auditorium. 

The  Southern  Miss  Symphony 
Orchestra  performed  the  work  of  Johannes 
Brahms,  an  18th  century  German  com- 
poser and  pianist.  World-renowned  cellist 
and  YouTube  sensation,  Joshua  Roman, 
performed  "Schumann  Concerto  for  Cello 
in  A  Minor." 

Known  as  a  "Classical  Rock  Star"  by 
the  media,  Roman  joined  a  long  line  of 
first-rate  musical  performances  hosted  by 
the  symphony.  His  March  2009  YouTube 
Symphony  Orchestra  performance  at 
Carnegie  Hall  received  more  than  1.5  mil- 
lion hits  on  the  Internet. 

With  a  considerable  YouTube  audience 
base,  the  26-year-old,  Oklahoma-born 
cellist  created  his  own  video  diary  titled, 
"The  Popper  Project."  This  weekly  perfor- 
mance of  an  etude  from  David  Popper's 
"The  High  School  of  Cello  Playing:  40 
Etudes"  captivated  audiences  and  cata- 
pulted his  career. 


Roman  began  playing  the  cello  at  age 
3  and  developed  his  unique  style  through 
years  of  intensive  practice  and  study  with 
professional  mentors.  At  the  age  of  22  and 
fresh  out  of  college,  he  became  the  young- 
est member  of  the  Seattle  Symphony  and 
principal  chair  of  the  cello  section.  Soon 
alter  the  YouTube  Carnegie  Hall  perfor- 
mance earlier  this  year,  he  began  a  solo 
career.  His  diverse  musical  tastes  explore 
a  multitude  of  genres  fromjoni  Mitchell 
to  Beethoven. 

From  popular  icons  such  as  Patti 
LaBelle  and  Dionne  Warwick  to  classical 
greats  like  Placido  Domingo  and  Itzhak 
Perlman,  the  Symphony  is  dedicated 
to  bringing  world-class  performers  to 
Mississippi. 

"It's  our  mission  to  provide  opportuni- 
ties for  our  students  and  our  community." 
said  Dr.  Jay  Dean,  music  director  for  the 
Symphony  Orchestra.  "Joshua  Roman's 
performance  showcased  the  exceptional 
talent  ol  a  young  musician  on  the  cusp  of  a 
major  international  career." 


Alumnus  Releases  Critically  Acclaimed  CD 


Alumnus  Tom  Brantley's  first  solo 
CD-recording  "Boneyard"  was  released 
by  Summit  Records  in  March  2009,  and 
since  that  time  the  positive  reviews  have 
yet  to  miss  a  beat. 

Brantley  was  featured  in  the  October 
2009  issue  of  Brass  Herald,  the  leading 
brass  journal  in  the  United  Kingdom.  He 
also  performed  as  the  opening  act  at  the 
2009  Clearwater  Jazz  Holiday,  a  festival 
that  also  included  Al  Jarreau,  Marcus 
Roberts  and  the  Neville  Brothers. 

Brantley  is  currently  serving  as 
associate  professor  of  Music  at  the 
University  of  South  Florida  in  Tampa, 
Fla.  He  manages  the  trombone  studio 
and  conducts  the  top  jazz  band  at  USF. 

"(Tom  Brantley)  is  a  musician  who 
transcends  technique  and  the  practical 
considerations  that  most  mortals  have  to 


deal  with,"  said  Philip  Biggs  of  the 
Brass  Herald. 

"Tom  Brantley  has  brought  together 
a  host  of  wonderful  musicians  to  this 
recording,  and  1  am  sure  that  this 
collaboration  shows  the  respect  and 
admiration  his  fellow  musicians  hold 
him  in.  The  recording  was  made  possible 
through  research  binding  from  the 
University  of  South  Florida  College  of 
Visual  and  Performing  Arts.  Money  very 
well  spent  in  my  opinion,"  Biggs  added. 

"Boneyard"  is  available  through 
Amazon.com,  iTunes  and  from  the  label 
Web  site,  summitrccords.com. 


Right:  Tom  Brantley's  CD  "Boneyard" 

has  received  positive  reviews  since  its 

release  in  March. 
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The  Big  Read— Reading  Makes  A  Comeback 


The  art  of  reading  is  making  a  comeback 

According  to  a  2004  report  by  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA), 
literacy  reading  has  significantly 
declined  among  younger 
generations,  but  more  than  600 
communities  across  the  nation 
have  joined  the  fight  against 
illiteracy  with  the  help  of  NEA 
Big  Read  grants. 

The  University's  College 
of  Arts  and  Letters  received 
$11,875  to  combat  this  stagger- 
ing phenomenon  by  encourag- 
ing local  citizens  to  read  "A 
Wizard  of  Earthsea"  by  Ursula 
K.  Le  Guin. 

The  story,  about  a  wizard- 
in-training,  is  a  pre-cursor  to 
Harry  Potter  that  resonates  with 
many  adults  as  a  memorable 
reading  event  from  their  child- 
hood. "Now  people  are  excited 


to  be  sharing  the  passion  of  that  reading 
experience  with  others,"  said  Dr.  Jeanne 
Gillespie,  associate  dean  of  the  College  of 
Arts  and  Letters. 


The  Big  Read  is  a  national 
initiative  that  provides  citizens  with 
the  opportunity  to  read  and  discuss  a 
single  book  within  their  communities. 
The  NEA  presents  The  Big  Read 
in  partnership  with  the  Institute 
of  Museum  and  Library  Services 
and  in  cooperation  with  Arts 
Midwest,  along  with  support  from 
the  W.K.  Kellogg  Foundation.  This 
initiative,  which  lasted  through 
Nov.  22,  involved  reading  programs, 
a  national  publicity  campaign 
and  comprehensive  resources  for 
discussing  literature. 

Community  book  clubs  and 
discussion  groups  are  supplied 
with  free  books,  CDs,  bookmarks 
and  other  supplemental  material 
to  facilitate  dialogue. 


Nicholle  Jordan,  assistant  professor  of  English,  unpacks  materials  for  The  Big 
Read.  The  Big  Read  is  a  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts-funded  effort  that 
seeks  to  increase  literacy  across  the  country. 


Renowned  Poet  Baca 

Headlines  Fall  2009  University  Forum 


Award-winning  author  and  poet  Jimmy  Santiago 
Baca  delivers  his  presentation,  "A  World  of 
Words:  One  Poet's  Journey"  to  hundreds  of 
Southern  Miss  students. 


The  fall  2009  University  Forum  lineup 
at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
featured  one  of  the  country's  top  poets  in 
Jimmy  Santiago  Baca. 

Baca's  Sept.  15  presentation  by  the 
award-winning  poet  was  titled  "The  World 
of  Words:  One  Poet's  Journey."  A  New 
Mexico  native  of  Chicano  and  Apache  de- 
scent, Baca  was  raised  first  by  his  grand- 
mother and  later  sent  to  an  orphanage.  A 
runaway  at  13,  it  was  during  a  five-year 
sentence  in  a  maximum-security  prison  at 
age  21  that  he  recovered  his  life  through 
the  language  of  poetry. 

Douglas  Chambers,  an  associate 
professor  of  history  and  new  director  of 
University  Forum,  said  "Jimmy  Baca's 
personal  story  of  overcoming  a  desperate 
upbringing  and  finding  salvation  in  the 
written  word  is  so  inspiring.  Poetry  can 
indeed  heal  the  soul,  and  his  success  as  a 
poet,  a  memoirist  and  a  writer  is  proof." 

Baca  is  the  winner  of  the  Pushcart 
Prize,  the  American  Book  Award,  the 
National  Poetry  Award,  the  International 


Hispanic  Heritage  Award,  and  the  presti- 
gious International  Award  for  his  memoir 
"A  Place  to  Stand." 

"I  don't  know  if  I  would  have  lived 
had  I  not  found  poetry,"  said  Baca,  who 
through  his  work  identifies  with  the  land 
and  myths  that  are  part  of  his  culture. 

He  is  also  the  author  of  "The 
Importance  of  a  Piece  of  Paper;"  "Winter 
Poems  Along  the  Rio  Grande;"  "Healing 
Earthquakes;"  "C-Train  &  Thirteen 
Mexicans;"  "Black  Mesa  Poems;"  "Martin  & 
Meditations  on  the  South  Valley;"  and 
"Immigrants  in  Our  Own  Land." 

Honors  College  Dean  David  Davies 
said  having  University  Forum  presenters 
of  the  caliber  of  Baca  enhance  the  overall 
learning  experience  for  students  at  the 
University.  "He's  an  outstanding  poet  and 
a  real  literary  treasure,"  Davies  said. 

University  Forum  is  sponsored  each 
fall  and  spring  by  the  Honors  College, 
with  additional  support  for  individual 
programs  from  other  campus  and  outside 
organizations  and  individuals. 


40 


^mm 


where  you  need  it 
when  you  need  it 

in  a  relaxed  university  setting 

professional  atmosphere 


I 


on  campus  dinim 


all  in  ONE  LOCATION 


TN 


THAD  COCHRAN  CENTER 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


(p/oiit/b&m 


Ogletree  House  Doors  Re-Open 


story  by  jim  coll  '99,  '06 
images  by  Kelly  Dunn 


Frances  Ogletree,  widow  of  the  building's  namesake, 
cut  the  ribbon  to  the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree 
House  on  Sept.  11,  2009.  More  than  400  alumni  and 
friends  attended  the  ceremony,  and  Ogletree  was  joined 
at  the  ribbon  cutting  by,  from  left,  Bob  Pierce,  executive 
director  of  the  Alumni  Association;  Curt  Hebert,  presi- 
dent of  the  Alumni  Association;  Randy  Pope,  chair  of  the 
Ogletree  House  Building  Committee;  Martha  Saunders, 
president  of  the  University;  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  co-choir 
of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  Committee;  and 
Aubrey  Lucas,  co-chair  of  the  campaign  committee. 


Honoring  the  legacy  of  one  man 
and  serving  more  than  120,000 
others,  the  Ogletree  House  serves  as 
the  home  for  Southern  Miss  alumni 
on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Today,  thanks  to  the  contributions 
of  more  than  850  alumni  and  friends 
of  the  University,  the  house  is  more 
attractive  and  functional  than  ever. 

On  Sept.  11,  Frances  Ogletree, 
widow  of  the  building's  namesake 
Powell  Ogletree,  flanked  by 
University  and  Alumni  Association 
officials,  cut  the  ribbon  on  the  newly 
restored  and  expanded  facility, 
marking  the  successful  completion  of 
a  $4  million,  20-month  construction 
project.  The  building,  one  of  the  five 
remaining  original  buildings  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus  that  opened 
to  students  in  1912,  was  returned 
to  its  original  glory  and  expanded 
to  12,800  square-feet,  nearly  twice 
its  original  size.  The  facility 
served  as  the  President's  Home 
for  Mississippi  Normal  College 
until  1975,  and  the  following 
year  the  Alumni  Association 
began  its  occupation  of  the 
facility.  It  was  renamed  in  1987 
upon  the  retirement  of  Powell 
Ogletree,  who  had  served  as 
director  of  alumni  relations  for 
more  than  34  years. 


The  Payne  Family  Staircase 
is  named  in  recognition  of 
Jim  Payne  ond  Larry  and 
Liz  Payne,  whose  family 
has  been  synonymous  with 
advancing  the  University 
for  years.  Benefactors 
of  the  Payne  Center,  the 
University's  Recreational 
Facility,  Jim,  Larry  and  Liz 
are  all  members  of  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 


Stained  glass  images 
at  the  Payne  Staircase 
feature  three  of 
the  most  prominent 
Southern  Miss 
landmarks,  from  left. 
the  Friendship  Oak, 
the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building 
and  Lake  Byron.  The 
images  were  created 
by  Andy  Young  of 
Pearl  River  Glass. 


A  new  north  entrance  provides  an  additional  entry 
point  to  the  Ogletree  House  and  easy  access  to  tr 
expanded  portion  of  the  facility,  including  the  Pha 
Courtyard  and  the  Poynter  Room. 


the  north  side  of  the  Ogletree 
House  now  includes  hundreds 
of  brick  pavers  that  feature 
special  messages  from 
alumni  and  friends  who 
each  contributed  at  least 
$250  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign.  In  all,  more  than 
850  alumni  and  friends  were 
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"The  Ogletree  House  is  the  home 
for  our  more  than  120,000  alumni — 
the  University's  largest  constituent 
group,"  University  President  Martha 
Saunders  said.  "This  facility  is  one 
of  which  we  can  all  be  proud, 
and  I  know  that  our  alumni  will 
return  to  their  on-campus  home 
to  reconnect  with  their  Alma  Mater, 
to  renew  old  friendships,  and  to 
celebrate  the  accomplishments  of 
our  great  university." 

Saunders  suggested  that  the 
restoration  and  expansion  of 
the  Ogletree  House  is  a  tangible 
example  of  the  University's  theme 
of  "Creative.  Bold.  Determined." 
The  fund-raising  campaign  for  the 
project  began  just  before  Hurricane 
Katrina  struck  the  Gulf  South, 
and  the  construction  project  is 
being  completed  as  the  University 
faces  its  toughest  economic 
challenge  in  decades. 


The  Phalen  Courtyard  is  an  ideal  outdoor 
gathering  place  for  the  Golden  Eagle  faithful; 
it  includes  the  Waites  Fountain,  the  Ingram  Viking 
Grill,  and  capacity  for  two  20'  x  20'  tents.  The 
courtyard  is  named  in  recognition  of  Bill  Phalen 
who  is  a  successful  entrepreneur  in  the  areas  of 
radio  broadcastinq  and  publishing. 


"This  project  embodies  each 
of  those  qualities  (Creative.  Bold. 
Determined.),"  Saunders  said.  "We 
were  creative  in  our  design,  bold  in 
our  vision  to  generate  the  funding 
for  construction,  and  determined  to 
make  the  project  come  to  fruition, 
regardless  of  natural  disasters  or 
economic  turmoil." 

Saunders  was  one  of  two  featured 
speakers  at  the  ribbon-cutting 
event,  along  with  Ogletree  House 
Building  Committee  Chairman 
Randy  Pope.  Pope  reminded  those 
gathered  for  the  ceremony  what 
the  completed  facility  says  about 
the  importance  of  the  project  to 
Southern  Miss  and  its  alumni. 

"The  Ogletree  House  says  that 
our  alumni  love  the  University," 
Pope  said.  "It  says  that  the 
University  and  its  alumni  and 
friends  value  our  history  and  |  >, 

are  planning  for  our  future. 


Another  special  feature 
of  the  Phalen  Courtyard  is 
the  Waites  Fountain,  which 
contains  a  large  bronze 
eagle  sculpture  that  has 
already  provided  a  number 
of  Southern  Miss  alumni 
and  friends  with  a  photo 
opportunity.  The  Waites 
are  generous  supporters  of 
the  University  who  in 
2008  were  honored  with 
the  Association's  Friend  of 
Southern  Miss  Award,  an 
honor  reserved  for  those 
who  are  not  alumni,  but  have 
contributed  greatly  to  the 
progress  of  Southern  Miss.  The 
eagle  sculpture  was  created  by 
Ben  Watts  of  Columbia. 


The  Alumni  Association  could  have 
walked  away  from  this  old  building 
with  its  antiquated  wiring  system  and 
cramped  offices,  but  we  chose  not 
to.  We  chose  to  restore  the  building 
to  its  1912  condition,  and  expand  it 
several  thousand  square  feet.  And  the 
expansion  is  not  just  functional;  like 
the  original  building,  it  is  beautiful." 

Following  the  remarks,  Frances 
Ogletree  cut  the  ribbon  on  the 
restored  and  expanded  facility, 
welcoming  alumni  and  friends 
through  its  historic  south  entrance.  H 
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The  Draughn  Parlor  welcomes  visitors  to  the  Ogletree  House  at  its 
south  entrance;  it  features  both  the  official  portrait  of  Powell  Ogletree, 
the  building's  namesake,  as  well  as  the  first  bachelor's  degree  ever 
awarded  by  the  institution,  to  Katherine  Swetman  in  1924.  The  parlor 
is  named  for  Max  and  Susan  Draughn,  who  dedicated  the  room  to 
Doris  Draughn,  Max's  mother  and  a  1961  alumna. 


The  USM  Foundation  Atrium 
provides  adequate  space 
for  alumni  and  friends  to  visit 
prior  to  a  meeting  or  recep- 
tion in  the  Poynter  Room,  the 
centerpiece  of  the  Ogletree 
House  expansion.  The  area 
is  named  for  the  Association's 
longtime  partner  in  advancing 
the  University  and  its  mission, 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation. 
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New  to  the  historic  area  of  the  Ogletree  House  is 
the  Bonnie  Purvis  Warren  Library,  in  recognition  of 
Bonnie  and  Lawrence  Warren.  Bonnie  is  a  former 
Homecoming  Queen  and  Dixie  Darling,  and  has 
served  as  the  national  president  of  Kappa  Delta 
Sorority,  while  Lawrence  was  recognized  with  the 
Association's  Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award  in  1992. 
The  Warren  Library  features  copies  of  the  institution's 
yearbook  and  Alumni  Association's  magazine,  each 
dating  back  several  decades,  as  well  as  a  display 
of  historical  artifacts  and  photos  from  throughout  the 
University's  nearly  100-year  history. 


Ralph  Simmons,  a  past  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame,  named  the  Ogletree  House  kitchen  in 
honor  of  his  mother,  Linnie,  to  memorialize  their 
special  relationship,  one  that  was  highlighted 
by  time  spent  together  in  the  kitchen  of  his 
childhood  home.  All  of  the  appliances  in  the 
Simmons  Kitchen  were  made  possible  thanks  to 
the  involvement  of  the  Viking  Range  Corporation 
of  Greenwood. 


Eagles  Earn  Thei 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Leaders  in  the  U  ^  Air  Fr 


For  a  number  of  years,  the  work  of  the  U.S.  Air  Force  has 
been  accomplished  on  eagles'  wings— golden  eagles'  wings, 
that  is. 

A  pair  of  Southern  Miss  alumni,  the  recently  retired  Lt.  Gen. 
Michael  Peterson  and  Brig.  Gen.  James  Poss,  have  taken  the 
lessons  learned  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and 
implemented  them  at  the  highest  ranks  of  the  United  States 
military.  Peterson,  who  graduated  in  1 974  with  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  mathematics  [and  later  earned  a  master's  degree 
in  telecommunications],  and  Poss,  a  1982  graduate  with  a 
degree  in  political  science,  are  both  products  of  the  University's 
Air  Force  Reserve  Officers'  Training  Program  [ROTC]  program. 

SO  MUCH  FOR  PLANS 

When  he  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  the  early 
1970s,  Peterson  faced  the  same  challenges  many  college 
graduates  do  today,  including  a  troubled  economy  and  few 
job  opportunities.  •» 

Although  his  father  was  a  career  Air  Force  man,  Peterson 
had  not  planned  on  following  in  his  footsteps.  But  as  a  distin- 
guished graduate  of  the  Air  Force  ROTC  program,  it  was  a 
natural  transition  for  the  Biloxi  native  and  offered  job  security. 
He  planned  to  complete  a  four-year  stint  in  the  Air  Force,  and 
then  pursue  a  career  outside  of  the  military. 

So  much  for  plans. 

"Three  years  into  the  Air  Force  I  was  having  too  much  fun 
on  the  job,  and  I  knew  I  was  surrounded  by  some  of  the  best 


people  in  the  world,"  Peterson  said.  "I  decided  then  that  I'd 
stay  as  long  as  they  would  have  me." 

The  Air  Force  obviously  realized  they  had  a  gem  in  Peterson, 
who  retired  in  February  after  a  distinguished  35-year  career. 
He  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  general  in  2006  after  earning 
a  variety  of  important  assignments,  from  the  small  unit  level 
to  command  of  units  such  as  flights,  squadrons,  a  group  and 
a  wing,  including  the  81  st  Training  Wing  at  Keesler  Air  Force 
Base  in  his  hometown  of  Biloxi. 

He  also  received  appointments  at  higher  headquarters 
staffs,  and  his  assignments  covered  the  gamut  from  war  fight- 
ing staffs  in  the  Balkans  and  Southwest  Asia  to  administrative 
roles  in  the  Pentagon  and  subordinate  Air  Force  staffs. 

Peterson  did  not  anticipate  rising  to  the  rank  of  brigader 
general,  which  he  earned  in  2000.  "Susan  (his  wife)  and  I  were 
simply  thrilled  when  I  was  selected  for  promotion  to  major. 
That  meant  we  could  stay  for  a  full  20  years." 

His  career  culminated  as  the  Air  Force  Chief  for  Information 
Technology  and  senior  general  responsible  for  integrating  the 
flow  of  information  and  data  among  weapons,  sensors,  com- 
munications networks,  space  systems,  and  for  command 
and  control.  The  scope  was  large,  directing  execution  of  a  $7 
billion  annual  budget  and  making  strategic  decisions  for  a  line 
of  business  exceeding  $17  billion. 

Like  Peterson,  Poss  initially  had  not  intended  on  making  the 
Air  Force  a  career.  He  was  a  four-year  Air  Force  ROTC  cadet 
who  spent  "half  my  time  in  ROTC  and  half  with  the  fraternity 
(Phi  Kappa  Tau)." 
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"Three  years  into  the  Air  Force  i  was  having 

tOO  ITlUCh  fun  on  the  job,  and  I  knew  I  was  surrounded 
by  some  of  the  best  people  in  the  world," 

Peterson  said.  "I  decided  then  that  I'd  stay 
as  long  as  they  would  have  me." 


"I  was  conflicted,"  Poss  said.  "I  wanted  to  go  to  law  school,  but  I 
was  promoted  early,  and  before  long  I  realized  I  had  a  career." 

Poss  gained  promotion  to  second  lieutenant  in  October 
1 982,  first  lieutenant  two  years  later,  and  captain  in  October 
1986.  Since  then,  he  has  methodically  worked  his  way  up 
the  ranks,  becoming  a  major  in  1994,  a  lieutenant  colonel 
in  1997,  a  colonel  in  2000,  and  brigadier  general  in  2007. 
He  has  been  selected  for  promotion  to  major  general.  Poss 
currently  serves  as  the  Director  of  Intelligence,  Surveillance 
and  Reconnaissance  Capabilities,  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Intelligence,  Surveillance  and  Reconnaissance,  Headquarters 
U.S.  Air  Force,  Washington,  D.C.,  which  essentially  makes  him 
third  in  command  in  intelligence  for  the  Air  Force. 

Although  he  may  not  have  originally  anticipated  a  career  in 
the  Air  Force,  he  has  found  it  to  be  a  satisfying  experience,  as 
he  does  work  that  many  young  men  only  dream  of. 

"It  is  fascinating;  of  course  it  is  extremely  secretive  work," 
Poss  said,  "but  it  is  also  extremely  rewarding.  No  other  job 
can  compare  to  it." 

Along  the  way,  Poss'  assignments  have  taken  him  to 
Hawaii,  Saudia  Arabia,  Germany,  England,  and  more.  Among 
other  posts,  Poss  has  served  as  the  Director  of  Intelligence 
at  U.S.  Headquarters  in  Europe  at  Ramstein  Air  Base  in 
Germany  and  Director  of  Intelligence,  Headquarters,  Air 
Combat  Command  at  Langley  Air  Force  Base  in  Virginia. 

"The  moving  gets  old.  My  daughter  attended  1 1  different 
schools,  and  we've  only  really  owned  one  house,"  Poss  said. 
"Then  again,  my  kids  have  been  to  Florence,  Italy." 


Lt.  Gen.  Michael  Peterson 


RIGHT:  Retired  Lt.  Gen.  Michael  Peterson 

receives  a  copy  of  Col.  George  Robert  Hall's  book 

about  Hall's  experiences  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in 

Vietnam  during  the  Air  Force  ROTC  headquarters 

dedication  ceremony  in  March. 


GULF  COAST  TOUGH 


BELOW/  Brig.  Gen.  James  Poss  returned  to  the 

Hattiesburg  Campus  to  speak  to  Southern  Miss 

students  in  October. 


Both  generals  recall  their  days  at  Southern  Miss  fondly 
and  credit  a  balance  between  academics  and  extracurricular 
activities  and  the  AFROTC  program  for  much  of  their  success. 
Peterson's  advice  to  today's  students  is  to  succeed  not  only 
in  the  classroom  but  outside  of  it  as  well.  "It  would  be  very 
easy  for  any  college  student  to  focus  solely  on  academics  at 
the  expense  of  a  'whole'  university  experience,  but  they  would 
miss  so  much,"  he  said. 

"Academics  are  fundamental,  but  I  believe  my  success 
in  life  had  even  more  to  do  with  my  experiences  with  student 
government,  social  activities  and  AFROTC.  Each  of  those 
provided  a  foundation  from  which  to  grow,  and  ROTC  was 
the  most  important,  because  of  the  honest,  caring  feedback 
I  received  from  the  faculty  and  staff.  That  experience  is  even 
more  important  today  in  our  interconnected  world." 

Peterson  and  his  wife  are  happy  to  be  back  home  in 
his  native  Biloxi,  but  he  still  maintains  contact  with  a  few 
close  friends  from  his  days  in  the  service,  as  well  as  with  the 
Southern  Miss  AFROTC  program,  frequently  returning  to  give 
talks  to  cadets  about  his  own  experiences  in  service  to  his 
country  and  the  benefits  of  serving  in  the  Air  Force. 

Last  spring,  he  was  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  to  speak 
at  Founders'  Day  ceremonies  and  to  help  dedicate  a  room 
in  the  AFROTC  headquarters  to  retired  Col.  George  Robert 
Hall,  a  Hattiesburg  native  who  was  held  prisoner  by  the 
North  Vietnamese. 

Poss  also  returned  to  Southern  Miss  this  fall  to  speak  to  a 
few  classes  as  well  as  Phi  Kappa  Tau's  active  chapter.  Although 


he  cannot  speak  in  specifics  regarding  much  of  his  work,  what 
he  can  detail  with  great  pride  is  the  lessons  learned  as  a 
young  man  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  and  the  education 
he  received  at  Southern  Miss. 

The  experiences  "teach  you  how  to  network,"  he  said,  "how 
to  develop  relationships  and  engage  in  politics.  Those  are  les- 
sons that  stick  with  you  for  a  lifetime." 

The  Ocean  Springs  native  describes  its  residents  as  "Gulf 
Coast  tough." 

"I  figured  if  I  can  survive  Ship  Island  with  the  storms  and  the 
sharks  I  can  survive  the  heat  in  Saudi  Arabia,"  he  said.  H 
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Our  scientists  and  students 

are  exploring  new  ways 

rotect  and  restore 

valuable  habitats  along 

the  warm  coastal  waters 

of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

We  are  mapping  its 
uncharted  depths  right 
here  at  home,  advancing 
ways  to  end  world  hunger 
irough  innovative  technologies 
aquaculture,  and  participating 
in  global  research  as  far  away 
as  the  Antarctic. 

Discover  new  frontiers 
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As  the  temperature  falls,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in  the  warmest  black  and  gold.  And  when  you  brave  the  conditions  in  your  Southern  Miss 
gear  be  sure  to  let  us  know.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition. 


Left:  These  soldiers  showed  their  support 
for  the  black  and  gold,  while  serving  the 
red,  white  and  blue  at  Camp  Taji  in  Iraq. 
From  left,  top  row,  are:  Staff  Sgt.  Charlie 
Chadwick,  Maj.  Lee  Henry  '97,  '00, 
Capt.  Chris  Clark  '93,  Capt.  Brent  Lindley 
and  Sgt.  Albert  Harris.  From  left,  bottom 
row,  are:  Maj.  Scott  Lindley  '95,  Sgt.  1st 
Class  Tracy  Broadway,  Sgt.  Ronald  Driver, 
Capt.  Frank  Querns  '96,  Maj.  William 
Walley  '95,  Chief  Warrant  Officer  3  John 
Bailey  and  Master  Sgt.  David  Thompson. 


Top  Left:  Alden  Bennett  poses  for  this  photo  in  Italy. 
Alden,  a  current  Southern  Miss  student  and  Luckyday 
Scholar,  is  the  son  of  Association  Life  Members  Ann 
Claire  '83,  '91  and  Chuck  Bennett  '90,  and  the 
grandson  of  Sally  Tynes  Brumfield  '54. 

Top  Right:  Mick  Bullock  '03  and  Lt.  Gov.  Phil 
Bryant  '77  visited  some  of  the  venues  that  hosted 
the  2008  Summer  Olympic  Games  while  on  a 
recent  trip  to  China. 

Left:  Alumni  members  of  Southern  Miss'  widely 
celebrated  song  and  dance  group,  Southern 
Exposure,  gathered  for  a  reunion  July  31  through 
August  2  in  Hattiesburg.  The  reunion  was  orga- 
nized by  Tim  Breland,  director  of  the  group  from 
1980  to  1991,  and  his  wife,  Pam.  Another  reunion 
will  occur  in  two  to  three  years,  with  hopes  that 
even  more  Southern  Exposure  alumni  will  be  able 
to  attend.  If  you  are  a  Southern  Exposure  alumnus 
or  alumna  and  would  like  to  be  contacted  about 
future  reunions,  please  contact  Tim  Breland  at 
tpbreland@aol.com. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your 
photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 


52 


¥/MM 


(SNAPSHOTSfJT 


Top  Left:  Tim  Isbell  '83  continued  his 
consecutive-year  streak  by  covering  the  first  two 
games  of  the  2009  football  season.  Isbell  has 
been  on  the  sidelines  covering  Southern  Miss 
games  for  27  consecutive  years.  The  first  game 
that  Isbell  shot,  Reggie  Collier  was  quarterback 
and  Jim  Carmody  was  coach.  Isbell's  coverage 
stretches  through  the  coaching  tenures  of  Jim 
Carmody,  Curly  Hallman,  Jeff  Bower  and  Larry 


Fedora.  Isbell  is  a  photographer  for  the  Sun 
Herald  newspaper  in  Biloxi  and  is  a  member 
of  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism's  Hall  of  Fame. 

Top  Right:  Michael  '69  and  Joan  (Pickett)  O'Kelley 
'69  advertised  their  Alma  Mater  while  celebrating 
their  40th  wedding  anniversary  with  a  trip  to  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire. 


Bottom  Left:  From  left    ' 

the  children  of  Hol\  and  Chad  1 

outside  of  the  Restaurc 

the  first  football  gom 

Alcorn  State. 

Bottom  Right: 

and  daughter  Laine\  vhile  on 

a  dog-sledding  trip  to  A  rjska 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news  and  accomplishments  oj  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattieshurg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni® 
usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included 
in  the  Spring  2010  edition  is  Dec.  10.  All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1940s 


WALTER  HELTON  '49 

recently  returned  to 
Mississippi  for  his  90th 
birthday.  The  birthday 
celebration  included  a 
family  reunion  and  a 

mini-vacation  with  stops  in  various 

cities  throughout  the  state. 


1950s 


MARIE  MARTIN  JONES  '52 

has  retired  from  music  and  currently 
serves  on  the  International  Mission  Board 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
She  is  still  active  in  local  radio  and  is  the 
pianist  for  Arboles  Baptist  Church. 

DR.  J.S.  ANZALONE  '56,  '62  is  the 

current  chairman  of  the  National 


Association  of  Diaconate  Directors  and 
Advisor  to  the  Committee  for  Clergy, 
Consecrated  Life  and  Vocations  of  the 
United  States  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops.  Prior  to  his  work  with  the 
church,  Anzalone  served  as  Director  of 
Admissions  for  USM  from  1962  to  1968. 

1960s 

JOHN  C.  WICK,  III  '62  is  enjoying 

his  retirement  in  Washington  Parish,  La. 

TOM  POTTER  '64  has  retired  from 
Trustmark  National  Bank  after  34  years  of 
service  that  concluded  with  the  positions 
of  vice  president  and  commercial  loan 
relationship  manager.  He  is  currently  the 
Business  Administrator  for  Hattiesburg 
Neurosurgery  Clinic. 


DR.  TERRY  J.  PUCKETT  '64  has  been 
appointed  interim  president  and  presiden- 
tial search  consultant  for  South  Arkansas 
Community  College  in  El  Dorado,  Ark. 

WILLIAM  C.  LESLIE  '65  has  retired 
from  the  United  States  Air  Force  and  is 
currently  living  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

JOHN  LAZENBY  '69  was  recognized 
for  his  participation  in  the  Orange  County 
Take  Stock  in  Children  program. 
The  recognition  acknowledged  Lazenby's 
five-year  commitment  to  mentoring 
students  in  a  program  designed  to  help 
underserved  students  stay  in  school  and 
earn  high  school  diplomas. 


1970s 


TED  ALEXANDER  '73  was  awarded  the 
Rotary  Internationals  Service  Above 
Self  Award  by  the  Rotary  Club  during  its 
district  conference  held  in  May.  The  award 
recognizes  Rotarians  for  their  exemplary 
service  for  personal  volunteer  efforts  and 
active  involvement  in  helping  others. 
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'73  has  retired 
after  serving  as  the  Rankin  County  Tax 
Assessor  for  20  years. 

EDWARD  73  and  MARY  JONES  '74 

announce  the  birth  of  their  grandson, 
Edward  Gray. 

:  LANTRIP  '75,  '78  was  recognized 
by  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Coaches 
and  the  American  Baseball  Coaches 
Association  for  his  26  years  of  coaching 
baseball   He  recently  retired  horn  coach- 
ing and  teaching  in  the  public  school 
system  and  accepted  a  position  as  teacher 
and  coach  for  St.  Andrew's  School. 

has  retired  after 
32  years  of  teaching  elementary  school 
in  Mississippi  and  Kentucky. 

DEBRA  CARR  '78,  SHARON  STAHLER 
'82,  '95  and  DEBRA  LEACH  '85,  '95 

have  opened  Journey  Counseling 
and  Consulting,  LLC.  in  Hattiesburg. 
The  company  provides  counseling  services 
for  individuals,  families,  couples  and 
roups.  The  company  also  provides 
workshops  and  continuing  education 
for  groups  and  businesses. 

JERRY  WAYNE  CAUSEY  '78  retired 
from  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  in  2007  and 
is  currently  teaching  at  North  Pike  Middle 
School.  He  also  serves  as  the  minister  of 
education  for  New  Heights  Baptist  Church 
in  Summit. 

MARY  C.  LANE  ''  9  was  promoted  to  vice 
president  of  operations  with  TransUnion, 
LLC.  She  is  now  responsible  for  overseeing 
the  company's  east  coast  consumer 
relations  in  the  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  metro 
area,  as  well  as  the  company's  call  center 
operations  in  Mumbai,  India. 

1980s 

JAMES  '80  and  JULIE  HALE  '80  attend 
Southern  Miss  football  games  to  watch  their 
daughter,  Jamie,  cheer  on  the  Golden  Eagles. 
Jamie  is  entering  her  second  year  on  the 
cheerleading  squad  and  is  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  her  mother  who  was  a  Southern 
Miss  cheerleader  from  1976  to  1980.  James 


For  some,  extreme  sports  are 
performed  to  maintain  physical  fitness. 
Others  use  them  to  escape  the  concrete 
jungle  and  become  one  with  nature. 
For  a  select  few  like  Markley  Anderson, 
extreme  sports  have  become  a  way  of 
life.  Anderson,  a  1 998  graduate  with 
a  degree  in  human  performance  and 
former  outdoor  program  coordinator 
for  Southern  Miss  Recreational  Sports, 
has  used  his  love  for  the  outdoors  to 
ite  a  life  of  adventure  that  includes 
ng  through  rugged  terrain  in  remote 
itions  across  the  globe.  Anderson  is 
a  founder  of  Team  Crank,  an  expedition 
4ain  bike  team  that  competes  in  races  in 


various  loc 


Expedition  adventure  races  are  multi-sport  events  that  consist  of  mountain 
biking,  kayaking/canoeing,  trekking/running,  swimming,  river  boarding, 
ascending  and  abseiling  rock,  and  mountaineering.  These  events  are 
carried  out  over  multiple  days  in  horrendous  terrain  and  conditions. 

Team  Crank  prides  itself  in  competing  in  the  most  difficult  races  in  the  world 
including  Primal  Quest.  Primal  Quest  is  known  throughout  the  extreme  racing 
community  as  the  world's  most  grueling  endurance  race  that  features  a  500-600 
mile  course  through  the  most  rugged  terrain  in  the  United  States.  In  addition 
to  running  Team  Crank,  Anderson  has  also  founded  World  Bike  Relief,  an 
organization  that  provides  access  to  independence  and  livelihood  through 
the  power  of  bicycles.  To  date  it  has  have  delivered  more  than  50,000  bikes 
to  under-developed  regions  of  the  world  to  aid  in  healthcare,  education  and 
economic  development  initiatives. 

Anderson  is  a  member  of  the  82nd  Airborne  Division  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  is  currently  a  counselor  at  the  Blue  Ridge  School  in  Charlottesville,  Va. 
Anderson  and  his  wife,  Jackie,  another  Southern  Miss  graduate,  reside 
in  Charlottesville. 


was  a  Golden  Eagle  football  player  and 
graduate  assistant  from  1976  to  1980. 

■0  was  elected  secretary 
of  the  Mississippi  Society  of  CPAs  during 
its  conference  in  Destin,  Fla. 


JOSEPH  C.  TOWNSEND 

'81  has  successfully 
completed  the  certifica- 
tion process  to  earn  the 
designation  of  Certified 
Valuation  Analyst.  He  is 


currently  employed  with  Nicholson 
&  Company,  PLLC. 

LT.  COL.  CHARLENE  WADE  '81  has  retired 
from  the  United  States  Air  Force  Reserves 
after  28  years  of  service.  She  currently 

conducts  audits  for  Boston  Scientific  in 
Minneapolis.  Minn. 

KENT  BARNER  '82  has  been 

promoted  to  senior  vice  president  and  chief 
information  officer  for  Behringer  Harvard. 
He  is  currently  responsible  for  all  aspects 
of  the  company's  technology  resources. 
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"The  Green  Hour"  an 
by  the  success  of  "CircL 


Pat  Sansone,  a  Meridian 
tive,  is  a  multi-instrumentalist 
lose  musical  talents  have 
peared  on  1 8  albums  from 
ists  such  as  Ryan  Adams, 
idrew  Bird  and  Joseph  Arthur; 
wever,  he  is  best  known  for 
.  work  with  two  bands,  the 
itumn  Defense  and  Wilco. 
1 999,  Sansone  formed  the 
itumn  Defense  with  John 
rratt  of  Wilco.  Although  the 
Dup  started  as  a  side  project 
■  Stirratt,  Autumn  Defense  has 
eased  three  albums,  including 
......  "Circles"  in  2003.  Encouraged 

Jense  released  their  third  album, 


"The  Autumn  Defense,"  in  2007.  In  spite  of  its  failure  to  repeat  the  significant 
commercial  success  of  "Circles,"  many  critics  believe  "The  Autumn  Defense"  is 
the  group's  best  album. 

In  2004,  Sansone  joined  Wilco  after  the  departure  of  instrumentalist 
Leroy  Bach.  His  first  appearance  on  a  Wilco  album  occurred  in  2005  with  the 
release  of  "Kicking  Television:  Live  in  Chicago,"  the  group's  first  live  album. 
He  has  also  appeared  on  two  other  Wilco  albums  "Sky  Blue  Sky"  and  "Wilco: 
The  Album."  Since  joining  the  group,  Sansone's  talents  have  helped  Wilco 
garner  several  honors  including  a  Grammy  nomination  for  Best  Rock  Album 
in  2008.  The  group's  latest  Album,  "Wilco:  The  Album,"  sold  98,980  units  in 
its  first  week  and  debuted  at  No.  4  on  the  Billboard  album  chart.  The  album 
also  received  a  four-star  rating  in  Rolling  Stone  and  earned  Wilco  its  most 
successful  sales  week  ever.  The  group  has  made  television  appearances  on 
"The  Colbert  Report,"  "The  Tonight  Show  with  Conan  O'Brien,"  and  "The  Late 
Show  with  David  Letterman."  Wilco  finished  its  fall  tour  in  November  and 
starts  its  European  tour  in  February. 

Prior  to  achieving  success  with  Wilco  and  the  Autumn  Defense,  Sansone 
started  his  music  career  with  friends  Will  Martin  and  Eddie  Bo  McRaney 
while  attending  Southern  Miss.  The  trio  formed  Sansone's  first  group,  Beagle 
Voyage,  whose  sound  was  influenced  by  great  bands  such  as  the  Minutemen 
and  The  Who. 


MICHELLE  TROSCLAIR  AKERS  '83  is  the 

president  of  National  Entertainment  and 
has  been  producing  entertainment  for 
corporate  events  for  25  years.  Her  recent 
shows  have  featured  Kevin  Bacon, 
Jim  Belushi,  Kenny  Loggins  and  the 
Doobie  Brothers. 


GARY  MOORE  '83  received  the 
Chancellor  s  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Professional  Service  for  his  outstanding 
service  to  Alfred  State  College  during  the 
college's  annual  recognition  luncheon.  The 
award  recognizes  staff  and  faculty  who 
demonstrate  excellence  in  professional 
activities  beyond  their  job  descriptions. 


VIRGINIA  SHAW  '84  was  presented  with 
a  plaque  from  the  Mental  Health  America 
of  Maui  to  honor  her  for  13  years  of  mental 
health  service  to  the  community. 

SHELLEY  EDGEMAN  WINDHAM  '84  and 
MIKE  WINDHAM  '96  recently  celebrated 
their  25th  wedding  anniversary. 

MIKE  MANGRUM  '85  has  joined 

Coldwell  Banker  Commercial  United 
as  its  Director  of  Commercial  Real  Estate 
for  the  Alabama  and  Florida  districts. 
He  is  responsible  for  the  recruiting, 
training  and  business  development 
programs  of  the  districts. 

JACKIE  L.  KERMODE  '86 

and  Vladimir  Grechka  were  married  in 
March  during  a  private  ceremony  held  in 
Missouri  City,  Texas. 


■R  DONNA  RITCHEY  '87 

f  Kjgt  i^k         has  been  has  been 

\  LT^JP         named  partner-in-charge 
^^^^K  ol  reputation  management 

for  the  GodwinGroup. 

Ritchey  specializes 
in  issues  management  and  crisis 
communication. 


"4 


ROBERT  D.  HAWKINS  '88  is  married  to 

Spring  Hawkins  and  lives  in  Kosciusko. 

SCOTT  LESLIE 
'88,  '93 

and  his  wife, 
Ann,  announce 
the  Jan.  22 
adoption  of  their  son,  Jack  Leslie. 


SUSAN  GRAVES  '89  has 

been  named  chief  financial 
officer  for  the  GodwinGroup. 
Prior  to  her  promotion, 
Graves  served  as  the 
comptroller  for  the  agency. 


1990s 

WANDA  TYNER  DELMAS  '90  recently 
retired  from  the  Hattiesburg  Public  School 
District  after  21  years  of  teaching. 
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[IDGE  '91  and  husband 

David  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Abigail  Elizabeth.  She  was 
welcomed  by  big  sister  Louisa  Claire. 

DR.  SAMUEL  FAULKNER  '92  recently 
wrote  a  description  titled  "Wetlands 
of  Mississippi"  for  the  Mississippi 
Encyclopedia.  He  is  also  a  professor 
emeritus  in  biology  at  Delta  State  University 
where  he  taught  ecology,  wetland  biology 
and  water  pollution  biology. 

3  was  named 
the  2008  K-12  Outstanding  Business 
Education  Teacher  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Business  Education  Association  during 
their  annual  conference. 

STEPHANIE  J.  RICHARDS  HENRY  '94, 

'01  announces  the  birth  of  her  son, 
Edward  John  Richards  Henry. 

ERICA  SCHLICHTING  JENNINGS  '95 

and  husband  John  announce  the  birth 
of  their  daughter,  Emilee  Jennings. 


'5  has  married  Kim  Lewis. 
The  couple  resides  in  Wadsworth,  111. 

ASHLEY  SISSON  '96  was  selected  as  the 
southern  district's  FBLA  Advisor  of  the  year. 

DEBORAH  BARRETT 

5  has  been 
awarded  the  2009 
Mississippi  Society  of 
CPAs'  Public  Service 
Award.  Deborah  is  the 
secretary/treasurer  of  the  Southeast  Chapter 
of  the  MSCPAs  and  is  employed  by  FNBB 
Services  Corp.  as  an  assistant  vice  presi- 
dent. Her  volunteerism  includes  serving  in 
her  church,  working  with  the  Christian 
Services  Inc.  Angel  Food  Ministry, 
Salvation  Army  and  the  United  Way. 


2000s 


DR.  TROY  CAMPLIN  '00  has  published 
his  first  book,  "Diaphysics." 


BILL  '00,  '01  and  wife  EMILY  COOPER 

JACKSON  '00,  '01  announce  the  birth 

of  their  son,  Cooper  Harris  Jackson.  He 

was  welcomed  by  big 

sister  Cate.  Golden 

Eagle  grandparents 

are  JANIS  CAMPBEL 

COOPER  '69,  BILL  COOPER,  JUDITH 

ANN  JACKSON  '66  and  the  late  DAVID 

JACKSON  '71. 

ALEX  KARETAS  '    0  has  been  promoted 
to  Senior  U.S.  Retail  Manager  for  Triton 
Systems,  Inc.  He  is  responsible  for 
managing  the  U.S.  sales  team  of  account 
executives  and  regional  sales  managers  that 
oversee  Triton's  direct  distributor  network. 

DR.  JONATHAN  MULLINS  '00  has 

completed  all  requirements  for  graduation 
from  the  University  of  South  Alabama 
College  of  Medicine.  After  graduation,  he 
will  do  one  year  of  preliminary  internal 
medicine  before  starting  his  diagnostic 
radiology  residency  at  the  University  of 
South  Alabama  Hospitals. 
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Alumni  Elected  to  Mississippi  Bankers  Association  Board  of  Directors 


Southern  Miss  alumni  Paul  Thompson 
Jr.  of  Pascagoula  and  Thomas  Brown  of 
Bay  Springs  have  been  elected  to  serve 
as  representatives  for  their  areas  on  the 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association  Board  of 
Directors.  Thompson  is  the  executive  vice 
president  at  Merchant  &  Marine  Bank  in 
Pascagoula,  while  Brown  is  the  president 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  Magnolia 
State  Bank. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  board 
of  directors,  Thompson  was  a  member 
of  the  MBA  Lending  Committee  and 
a  Mississippi  Young  Bankers  County 
Chairman.  In  2000,  he  was  named  MYB 
County  Chairperson  of  the  Year  for  his 
outstanding  work  with  consumer  finan- 
cial education.  Throughout  his  12-year 
career  with  the  bank,  Thompson  has  held 
several  positions  including  vice  president 


from  1997  to  1999  and  senior  vice  president 
from  1999  to  2003. 

Thompson 
is  also  an  active 
member  of  the 
Pascagoula 
community 
through  his  work 
with  the  United 
Way  of  Jackson 
and  George 
Counties,  the 
Jackson  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Rebuild  Jackson 
County,  the  Strategic  Planning  Committee 
of  Resurrection  Catholic  School,  the 
Young  Men's  Business  Club,  the  Southeast 
Mississippi  Home  Builders  Association, 
the  Public  Relations  Association  of 
Mississippi,  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 


Paul  Thompson 


the  Pascagoula  Country  Club  and 
the  Singing  River  Yacht  Club. 

Brown  has  previously  served  on  the 
MBA's  Nominating  Committee  and  other 
groups.  He 
has  also  been 
appointed  to 
the  Mississippi 
Board  of 
Banking 
Review  by  the 
governor. 

The  MBA 
is  a  120-year- 
old  associa- 
tion that  includes  103  commercial  banks 
and  savings  institutions  that  represent 
99  percent  of  the  bank  deposits  in 
Mississippi.  Both  men  will  serve  three-year 
terms  on  the  board. 


Austin  Turfcats  vice  president  /  general 

manager  Ronald  Oswalt  is  pictured  with  former 

Golden  Eagle  running  back  Tim  Blackwell. 


Alumni  Bring  Golden  Eagle  Spirit  to  Gridiron 

The  Austin  Turfcats  are  one  of  the  most  successful  teams  in  the  Southern 
Indoor  Football  League.  Led  by  vice  president  /  general  manager  Ronald  Oswalt, 
a  1989  Southern  Miss  graduate,  the  Turfcats  posted  a  10-3  record  and  finished 
second  in  the  SIFL. 

One  reason  for  the  Turfcats'  success  was  a  dynamic  running  game  led  by 
former  Golden  Eagle  running  back  Tim  Blackwell.  As  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
football  team,  Blackwell  accumulated  561  rushing  yards  and  223  receiving  yards. 
Despite  joining  the  Turfcats  late  in  the  season,  Blackwell  quickly  established  himself 
as  one  of  the  premiere  running  backs  in  the  SIFL  and  a  crowd  favorite  in  Austin. 

Another  reason  for  the  team's  success  was  the  experience  of  Oswalt.  Prior  to 
starting  the  Turfcats  in  2008,  Oswalt  worked  for  the  Katy  Copperheads  of  the  National 
Indoor  Football  League,  Texas  Copperheads  of  the  af2,  and  the  Beaumont  Drillers 
of  the  American  Professional  Football  League.  He  brought  15  years  of  marketing  and 
public  relations  experience  to  the  Turfcats. 

The  Southern  Indoor  Football  League  was  founded  in  2008  with  five  teams 
located  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Florida  and  Texas.  The  league  began  play  in  2009. 


DEBORAH  NORTON 

'00  was  presented  with 

the  NASA  Exceptional 
Achievement  Medal 
during  the  2009  Honors 
Award  ceremony  held  at 
the  John  C.  Stennis  Space  Center  on  June  4. 
The  award  is  given  to  NASA  employees 
whose  contributions  have  led  to  significant 
improvements  in  the  operations,  efficiency, 
service,  financial  savings,  science  or 
technology  of  NASA's  mission. 


DONNA  WILLIAMS  '00  recently 
graduated  from  Samford  University 
with  a  doctorate  in  nursing  practice. 

RICHARD 
BRUMFIELD 

'01  and  wife 
BRETTNI  JONES 
BRUMFIELD  '07 

announce  the  birth 
of  their  son,  Wyatt  Bradley  Brumfield. 


SCHNEKIA  ALLEN  STOKES 

'01  has  been  selected  as 

business  education  program 

director  at  Virginia  College. 

Her  husband,  Jamison,  is  a 

school  administrator  in  the 

Leake  County  School  District. 

Photos  taken  by  J.  MARCUS  WEEKLY  '01, 

'02  are  included  in  the  book  "Texas  Dance 
Halls:  A  Two-Step  Circuit."  The  book  is  a 
collection  of  essays  written  by  Gail  Folkins. 


58 


?MM 


ALUMNI  ALMANAC 


Pope  Retires  from  Politics 


After  dedicating  45  years  of  service  to  his 
hometown  of  Gautier,  Pete  Pope  retired  from  politics 
when  his  four-year  term  as  mayor  ended  on  July  6. 
Pope  started  his  career  as  sheriff  and  was  later  elected 
chairman  of  the  State  Parole  Board. 

Pope  devoted  years  of  energy  and  time  to  rebuild  Gautier 
after  Hurricane  Katrina.  "It's  been  a  rewarding  experience  for 
me,"  Pope  told  The  Mississippi  Press  upon  his  decision  not  to 
pursue  re-election.  "It's  been  a  tough  job,  a  lot  tougher  than 
what  I  thought  it  would  be,  and  I  think  a  lot  of  that  has  to  do  with  Hurricane  Katrina  coming 
through  a  month  after  1  was  elected  mayor." 

Pope's  early  announcement  to  not  seek  re-election  was  also  due  to  several  friends 
expressing  interest  in  the  position.  Pope  earned  his  undergraduate  degree  in  criminal  justice 
in  1999,  as  well  as  his  master's  degree  in  2001. 


Pete  Pope 


Alumnus  Receives  Medal  of  Service 
from  Governor  Barbour 

Southern  Miss  alumnus  Bobby  Chain  Sr.  was  one  of  10 
Mississippians  presented  with  the  Mississippi  Medal  of  Service 
during  a  ceremony  held  in  Jackson.  The  award  was  designed  to 
recognize  Mississippians  for  their  lifetime  contributions  to  the 
Magnolia  State. 

Bobby  Chain  Sr.  Throughout  his  life,  the  former  Hattiesburg  mayor  has  devoted 

most  of  his  time  to  improving  the  education  and  business  climates  in  Mississippi.  He  began 
his  career  in  management  at  Mississippi  Power  &  Light  before  moving  to  Tennessee  to  work 
at  an  engineering  firm.  A  short  time  later,  Chain  moved  back  to  Mississippi  and  founded 
Chain  Electric. 

Once  established  in  Mississippi,  Chain  began  serving  on  several  boards  including  the 
Mississippi  Economic  Council,  the  Mississippi  Research  and  Development  Foundation, 
Mississippi  Workforce  Council  and  the  Commission  on  Efficiency  in  Government.  He  also 
served  a  12-year  term  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning. 

In  addition  to  his  local  work,  Chain  was  appointed  to  the  National  Advisory  Council 
for  Small  Business  Administration  by  the  late  president  Lyndon  Johnson  and  as  Chairman 
of  the  National  Advisory  Council  on  Adult  Education  by  the  late  president  Ronald  Reagan. 
In  1975,  Chain  was  the  recipient  of  the  Albert  Gallatin  Award  for  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  He  was  also  inducted  into  the  Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame 
in  1994.  Chain  earned  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1974. 


Ricky  Mathews 


Mathews  Named 
President  and  Publisher 
of  Two  Gulf  Coast 
Newspapers 

Ricky  Mathews, 
former  president 
and  publisher  of 
the  Sun  Herald 
newspaper,  has 
been  named  to  the 
same  positions  for 
The  Press-Register 
in  Mobile  and 
Vie  Mississippi  Press  in  Pascagoula. 

Mathews  is  a  27-year  veteran  of 
the  newspaper  industry  who  started 
as  a  summer  intern  at  the  Sun  Herald. 
Throughout  his  career  Mathews  has  held 
numerous  positions  in  the  newspaper 
industry  including  advertising, 
circulation,  production,  operations 
and  marketing.  In  2001,  he  was  named 
publisher  and  editor  of  the  Sun  Herald. 
In  addition  to  his  newspaper  experience. 
Mathews  has  led  several  major  corporate 
projects  from  re-engineering  initiatives 
to  strategic  planning. 

Mathews  was  also  named  president 
of  Advance  Alabama/Mississippi,  a 
newspaper  conglomerate  that  also 
includes  The  Birmingham  News  and  The 
Huntsville  Times.  In  addition  to  his  work 
for  the  newspapers,  Mathews  will  still 
continue  his  volunteer  work  with  the 
Governor's  Commission  on  Recovery 
and  Renewal  and  the  Gull  Coast 
Business  Council. 


KRISTI  LOUISE  FAIRCHILDS  GOODSON  '02 

and  husband  Michael  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Rebekah  Ann  Goodson.  She 
was  welcomed  by  big  sister  Sarah  Louise  and 
Golden  Eagle  grandparents  JIMMY  '69  and 
JUDY  LOUISE  FAIRCHILDS  '68. 

TIMOTHY  M.  SMITH  '02,  '03  has  finished 
his  second  year  of  sales  with  Cintas.  He 
was  recently  selected  to  join  the  company's 
President's  Club  which  recognizes 
Cintas'  top  salespersons. 


NICK  MILLER  '03 
and  wife  LAUREN  '04 
announce  the  birth  of  their 
son,  Reid  Nicholas  Miller. 


DONALD  J.  PREISS  '03, 
'08  and  LEANN  PREISS 

'06  announce  the  birth 
of  their  daughter,  Emily 
Annabelle  Prciss. 


CHRISTINE  AMALIE  DAVIS  '04 

announces  the  birth  of  her  son. 
Ze  ev  Odin  Davis. 

BENJAMIN  '04  and  MELISSA 
SMITHHART  '05  announce  the  birth 
of  their  son.  Carter  Wells  Smithhart. 

JASON  ASHBURY  '05  and  VIRGINIA 
MULLER  '05  were  married  in  June  at  the 

Pass  Christian  Yacht  Club. 
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To  submit  a  book  for  inclusion  in  Alumni  Authors,  please  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  with  the  title, 
author's  name  and  year  of  graduation,  cost,  page  count,  publisher  and  year  of  publication,  brief 
synopsis  of  the  book,  and  an  electronic  copy  of  the  cover  in  jpg,  tif  or  pdf  format  at  300  dpi. 


"Artful  Dreaming:  A  Primer  for 
Finding  Inspiration  from  Your  Dreams" 
and  "Nightscapes:  A  Journal  of  Personal 
Dream  Symbols" 
Wewer  Keohane  '70 
$17.95, 152  pages, 
and  $9.95, 108  pac 
CreateSpace,  2009 


ARTFTTT 
DREAA 


"Artful  Dreaminj 
a  guide  that  spark 
growth  and  creatr 
through  dream  wo 
When  used  properly, 
the  book  can  serve  as  a  pin 
that  teaches  people  how  to 
remember,  record,  honor  and 
understand  dream  interpretation  to 
develop  individual  and  group  processes 
that  will  enhance  their  lives  and 
creativity.  The  book's  straightforward 
approach  provides  tools  that  help 
readers  gain  a  better  understanding 
of  their  dreams  and  gain  new  insights 
into  their  lives.  The  author's  intent  is 
to  help  people  use  their  dreams  to 
live  more  creative  and  authentic  lives. 
"Artful  Dreaming"  is  also  designed  for 
therapists  who  have  not  had  dream 


NIGHTSCAPES 


training  so  they  can  help  their  clients 
with  dreams  and  encourage  creativity. 

"Artful  Dreaming"  combines  Dr. 
Keohane's  education  and  experience  in 
dream  interpretation  to  help  dreamers 
lop  their  own  meaning  of  their 
.ms  and  provide  a  variety  of  ways 
implify  and  enhance  the  dream 
;rial  creatively.  The  book  exposes 
'  srs  to  a  new  world  of 
ibilities  that  are  housed 
their  dreams. 

ue  to  overwhelming 


demand  from  readers,  Dr. 
<eohane  also  created 


emental  journal  for 
Mnrul  Dreaming."  "Nightscapes"  lets 
readers  catalog  their  dreams  through 
the  use  of  symbols  learned  in  the  first 
book.  After  completing  the  exercises  in 
the  first  book,  Dr.  Keohane  encourages 
readers  to  catalog  the  meanings  of 
their  dreams  in  "Nightscapes"  to 
discover  any  patterns  of  creativity  in 
their  dreams.  If  used  properly  over  time, 
"Nightscapes"  can  become  a  unique 
symbol  book  that  will  help  people  see 
changes  in  their  dreams  and  personal 


metaphors.  This  book  allows 
readers  to  use  a  variety  of  methods 
to  creatively  interpret  their  dreams 
and  find  their  unique  voice. 

After  earning  her  bachelor's  degree 
in  political  science  from  Southern  Miss 
in  1970,  Dr.  Keohane  received  her 
doctorate  in  creative  arts  and  depth 
psychology  from  Union  University 
and  has  been  leading  dream 
workshops  for  more  than  20  years. 
She  has  lectured  internationally  and  her 
visual  art  is  displayed  in  the  permanent 
collections  of  several  museums.  Dr. 
Keohane  and  her  husband,  Steve, 
reside  in  Cattle  Creek,  Colo. 


otball  Kicking 

awf  andPuntin9" 


/     275  pages,  $19.95 

— n  Kinetics,  2009 


Ray  Guy 
"ickSang 


gendary 
sr  Ray  Guy 
w.,u  kicking  coach 
Rick  Sang,  have  teamed  up  to  provide 
aspiring  punters  and  kickers  with  a 
guide  that  gives  unprecedented  expert 
instruction  on  various  aspects  of  the 
kicking  game.    From  the  fundamentals 
of  field  goals  and  extra  points  to  the 


ERICA  CHARLESWORTH  '05 

served  as  delegate  for  Mississippi  in 
the  National  Education  Association 
Representative  Assembly  in  San  Diego. 

CARLY  EVANS  DEARMAN  '05 

announces  the  birth  of  her  daughter, 
Matty  Beth  Dearman. 

ROBERT  VAN  GEONS  '06  was  included 
in  the  Charlotte  Business  journal's  annual 
40  under  40  special  section.  The  special 
section  identifies  40  people  under  the  age 
of  40  who  are  making  major  strides  in  their 
careers  and  impacting  their  communities. 


STEVEN  A.  BLAYLOCK,  II  '07 

and  wife  Stacey  announce  the  birth 

of  their  daughter,  Claudia  Ann  Blaylock. 

ASHLY  DAVIS  DYKES  '07 

and  Austin  Dyke  were  married  in 
November  and  reside  in  Lucedale. 

TRAE  ROBERTS  '07  has  completed  an 
internship  at  Portland  State  University's 
athletic  department. 

FRANCES  C.  DUNN  '08  recently 
celebrated  27  years  of  marriage  with 
her  husband.  She  is  the  family  services 
coordinator  for  Moore  Community  House. 


KIMBERLY  PAIGE  SMITH  GUSTE  '08 

and  Nathan  Guste  were  married  in 
June  and  reside  in  Slidell,  La. 

In  Memoriam 

RUBY  R.  GAMBLIN  '30  of  Columbus 
died  June  26,  2009. 

MARY  L.  MCCOLLUM  '35  of  Jackson 
died  April  28,  2009. 

ELISHA  R.  LEWIS  '38  of  Bogalusa,  La., 
died  June  17,2009. 

BERNICE  L.  MCINTOSH  '38  of  Hattiesburg 
died  March  24,  2009. 

JAMES  T.  WALKER  '38  of  Madison,  Fla  , 
died  May  2,  2009. 
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special  techniques  or  onside  kicks  an< 
corner  punts,  "Football  Kicking  and 
Punting"  contains  invaluable  information 
for  kickers  of  all  skill  levels.  The  book 
also  provides  step-by-step  instruction  for 
46  drills  that  are  designed  to  maximize 
practice  time,  distance,  accuracy, 
conditioning  and  hang  time. 

"Football  Kicking  and  Punting" 
is  divided  into  three  sections  with 
several  chapters  that  provide  detailed 
information  on  all  aspects  of 
placekicking,  punting  and  game-day 
preparation.  Each  section  starts 
with  fundamentals  and  progresses 
to  specialized  techniques.  Each 
chapter  is  filled  with  pictures  and 
step-by-step  instruction  that  make 
it  easy  for  kickers  and  punters  to 
incorporate  the  techniques  and  drills 
into  their  workouts.  This  ease  of 
incorporation  will  produce  immediate 
results  by  enabling  kickers  and  punters 
to  coach  themselves.  "Football  Kicking 
and  Punting"  is  a  valuable  resource 
that  will  empower  kickers  and  punters 
to  take  the  initiative  to  thoroughly  study 
and  implement  the  training  methods 
into  their  practice  routine. 

Southern  Miss  legend  Ray  Guy 
was  the  first  pure  punter  to  be  drafted 
in  the  first  round  of  the  NFL  draft  in 


le  was  a  memoer  or  rnree 
Super  Bowl  teams  with  the  Oakland 
Raiders  and  led  the  NFL  in  punting 
three  times.  Guy  was  selected  to  seven 
AFC  Pro  Bowl  teams  and  was  named 
to  the  National  Football  League's  75th 
Anniversary  team.  While  at  Southern 
Miss,  Guy  led  the  NCAA  with  a 
46.2  yard  punting  average  and 
was  a  consensus  Ail-American. 

"Little  Fox  Essays:  Reflections 
on  Life  and  Responsibility" 
Dr.  Alfred  Foy  '54,  '86 
186  pages,  $15 
BookSurge  Publishing,  2008 


•**»*«£=: 


Inspired  by  a  verse 
from  Song  of  Songs, 
"Little  Fox  Essays"  is  a 
self-help  book  that  blen> 
spirituality  with  positive 
thinking  to  help  people 
build  positive  relationsh 

In  the  book,  Foy 
discusses  how  unresolved 
small  issues  of  greed  and  anc 
grow  into  bigger  problems  that  c 
destroy  positive  relationships.  The  boo*, 
also  examines  how  small  issues  become 
larger  problems  through  the  domination 
of  our  thoughts  and  actions. 


QX;. 


i  nrough  the  use  of  scriptures, 
Foy  provides  a  guide  to  help  readers 
effectively  deal  with  the  little  things  in 
life  that  prevent  them  from  developing 
more  positive  relationships.  "Little  Fox 
Essay"  is  written  as  gentle  reminder 
to  readers  that  they  must  be  mindful 
of  their  words  and  actions.  More 
importantly,  it  teaches  readers  that  life 
is  too  short  to  let  small  issues  overtake 
their  lives.  In  order  for  people  to  live 
more  positive  and  productive  lives, 
the  book  encourages  readers  to  resolve 
small  issues  early.  As  people  begin 
to  live  more  positively,  they  will 
encourage  others  to  live  better  and 
develop  greater  relationships. 

Dr.  Alfred  Foy,  who  holds 
t'         master's  and  doctoral  degrees 


Southern  Miss,  is  Professor 
meritus  of  Education  at  William 
•'  University.  Dr.  Foy's  career 
ic  has  involved  several 
sitions  including  a  public 
I  music  teacher,  pianist 
^rganist  for  church  choir, 
well  as  a  writer  of  curriculum 
materials  for  a  denominational 
publishing  firm.  Dr.  Foy  and  his 
wife,  Jean,  reside  in  Hattiesburg. 


CLAUDE  CAMPBELL  '39  of  Franklin, 
Term.,  died  July  22,2009. 

WALTER  ARNO  VINCENT  '39  of  Petal 
died  July  9,  2009. 

EDITH  B.  BELLAMY  '40  of  Pensacola,  Fla., 
died  June  22, 2009. 

ARTHELL  KELLEY  '40  of  Hattiesburg 
died  April  3,  2009. 

DIXIE  S.  BROCK  '41  of  Northport,  Ala., 
died  May  10,  2009. 

ELIZA  B.  LOHMEYER  '43  of  Visalia,  Calif, 
died  April  27,  2009. 

SARAH  H.  MONTGOMERY  '45  of  Jackson 

died  May  4,  2009. 

AVEN  C.  BILBO,  SR.  '50  of  Mobile,  Ala  , 
died  June  9,  2009. 

CLYDE  R.  EVERETT  '50,  '62  of  Valparaiso, 
Fla.,  died  July  14,  2009. 


WILLIAM  D.  LEE  '50  of  Clayton,  Ala  , 
died  Nov.  21,2008. 

WILLIAM  E.  MARTIN,  JR.  '51  of 

Richmond,  Va.,  died  Aug.  16,  2009. 

5 '51  of  Columbus,  Ga, 

died  April  26,  2009. 

JAMES  E.  CARPENTER  '52  of  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.,  died  July  23,  2009. 

PEGGY  H.  CROSBY  '53  of  Canton 

died  July  31,  2009. 

JAMES  L.  MARTELLO  '53  of  Metaine,  La., 
died  April  14,  2009. 

GERALD  L.  DOWNS  '55  of  Rock  Hill, 
S.C.,  died  May  6,  2000. 

NAOMI  S.  EVERITT  '55  of  Jackson 

died  May  24,  2009. 

EUGENE  W.  MURRAY,  III  '55  of  Hoover, 
Ala.,  died  June  1,2000 


CLIFFORD  A.  WAND  '55  of  Brookhaven 

died  June  27,  2009. 

AUBREY  J.  WELLS,  JR.  '55  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  died  July  11,  2009. 

CLARA  M.  BRESNAHAN  '56  of  Bossier 
City,  La.,  died  May  20,  200° 

THOMAS  G.  MUNGALL,  JR.  '56  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  died  June  21,  2009. 

JAMES  A.  WOLLEBEN  '56  of  Austin. 
Texas,  died  Aug  2o.  200° 

HOMER  F.  FRAILEY  '58  ofYorktown,  Va., 
died  May  4,  2009. 

JANE  S.  THOMAS  '59  of  Pade  City,  Fla.. 
died  July  29, 2009 

ROBERT  G.  BERRY  '61  of  Coppell,  Texas. 
died  May  9,  2009 

REX  M.  BARNES  '62  of  Carrollton 
died  Aug  25,2009. 
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TOM  O'SHIELDS  '62  of  Columbus 
died  Aug.  10,  2009. 

WILLIAM  L.  UTSEY  '62  of  Birmingham, 

Ala.,  died  July  18,  2009. 

SARAH  M.  BARR  '63  of  Jackson 

died  July  31,  2009. 

FALBA  M.  BROWN  '64  of  Biloxi 

died  May  4,  2009. 

ROBERT  H.  MCINVALE,  JR.  '64  of  Mobile, 
Ala.,  died  May  30,  2009. 

JOSEPH  PELLICCIOTTI  '64  of  Hackensack, 
N.J.,  died  July  24,  2009. 

VIRGIL  POPE  '64  of  Waynesboro 
died  April  10,  2009. 

CHARLES  R.  BIRCHFIELD  '65  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  died  June  13,2009. 

MARVIN  L  ELLIS,  SR.  '66,  '74  of 

Ohatchee,  Ala.,  died  July  26,  2009. 

JOHN  O'SHIELDS  '66  of  Saltillo 

died  April  6,  2009. 

FRED  W.  WEEMS  '66,  '71  of  Bay  St.  Louis 
died  May  12,  2009. 

DANIEL  EDWARDS  '67  of  Jackson 
died  July  13,  2009. 

MARGARET  L.  HERMANN  '67  of 

Vicksburg  died  June  8,  2009. 

JAYNIE  H.  MYERS  '67  of  McComb 
died  June  15,2009. 

GEORGE  E.  REUTER  '69  of  Conover,  N.C., 
died  June  3,  2009. 

GEORGE  A.  BURRIS  '70  of  McComb 
died  July  8,  2009. 

WAYNE  O.  RICHMOND  '70  of  Ocean 
Springs  died  Aug.  1,  2009. 

GARY  L.  SAGET  '71  of  Vicksburg  died 
May  9,  2009. 

BARBARA  D.  COLLINS  '72  of  Columbia, 
S.C.,  died  March  28,  2009. 

EDWIN  M.  MATHENY  '72  of  Biloxi 
died  May  17,  2009. 

CLARICE  P.  BRANTLEY  '73,  '85  of 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  died  Aug.  26,  2009. 

LINDA  F.  KEITH  '73  of  Penfield,  N.Y, 
died  May  10,  2009. 

JOHN  C.  THOMAS  '74  of  Summit 

died  July  28, 2009. 

STEPHEN  L.  DUNN  '76  of  Tampa,  Fla  , 
died  June  6,  2009. 

FAYE  HICKS  '76  of  Waynesboro 
died  Feb.  25,  2009. 

ZELMA  W  CRUMP  '78  of  Laurel 
died  July  7,  2009. 

JAMES  V.  CALCOTE,  JR.  '80  of  Natchez 
died  May  2,  2009. 


JENNIFER  K.  MCCARDLE  '82  of 

Mandeville,  La.,  died  June  12,  2009. 

DONALD  MOORE  '82  of  Biloxi 
died  Feb.  7,  2009. 

LESLIE  R.  MORRIS  '83  of  Lancaster,  NY, 
died  Dec.  7,  2008. 

JAMES  B.  NIX,  SR.  '83  of  Biloxi 
died  May  7,  2009. 

JIM  BRANDON  '84  of  Greenbrier,  Ark  , 
died  June  26,  2009. 

BETTY  J.  FORD  '84  of  Ellisville,  Md  , 

died  Aug.  21,2009. 

AMANDA  H.  SULLIVAN  '86  of  Picayune 
died  June  9,  2009. 

RUTH  M.  LEBLANC  '90  of  Pecos,  N.M., 
died  April  28,  2009. 

DR.  CHRISTOPHER  E.  SPRABERRY  '91 

of  Gulfport  died  May  16,  2009. 

ANNE  H.  BAILEY  '94  of  Conway,  Ark  , 
died  July  9,  2009. 

DR.  QUINTON  L.  WIGGINS  '96,  '98  of 

Grenada  died  July  7,  2009. 

PICCOLA  D.  DIETRICH  '97  of  Waveland 
died  June  15,2009. 

DR.  MARK  A.  BELCHER  '98  of  Jackson 
died  May  27,  2009. 

JERRY  L.  BERHOW  '99  of  Biloxi 
died  March  30,  2009. 

ARLIN  J.  MORAN  '01  of  Gulfport 
died  May  26,  2009. 

PAULA  A.  THORP  '03  of  Gautier 

died  May  5,  2009. 

EVE  PERRONNE  '04  of  Saucier 
died  June  17,  2009. 

BECKY  M.  BROWN  of  Lugoff,  S.C., 
died  July  4,  2009. 

MORRIS  BROWN  of  Shady  Grove 
died  April  29,  2009. 

RUBY  N.  COOK  of  Hattiesburg 
died  May  11,2009. 


INA  F.  DOSSETT  of  Jackson 
died  March  28,  2009. 

IRBY  C.ELLIS  of  Cleveland 

died  March  30,  2009. 

ROBERT  S.  FLOYD  of  Lawrence 
died  May  27,  2009. 

NEWTON  P.  GAUTIER  of  Mobile,  Ala  , 
died  April  1,  2009. 

BOBBY  D.  GOODIN,  JR.  of  Philadelphia 
died  May  14,  2009. 

MICHAEL  J.  JELINSKI  of  Gulfport 

died  July  26,  2009. 

ALLEN  E.  LEYBOURNE  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Aug.  1,2009. 

RONNIE  L.  MCCALL  of  McComb 
died  May  20,  2009. 

PHILLIP  J.  MUSCARELLO,  SR.  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  died  May  23,  2009. 

JAMES  M.  RILES  of  Jackson 
died  May  20,  2009. 

BRUCE  ROSSMEYER  of  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.,  died  July  30,  2009. 

LURLINE  RUSSELL  of  Petal 
died  July  5,  2009. 

ELLEN  J.  SACKMAN  of  Seminole,  Fla  , 
died  May  19,  2009. 

JOHNNIE  L.  THAMES  of  Hattiesburg 
died  May  17,  2009. 

TERRY  TOWNES  of  Hattiesburg 
died  May  18,  2009. 

STEVEN  TURMAN  of  Memphis,  Term., 
died  May  16,  2009. 

TOM  R.  WATSON  of  Vicksburg 
died  May  17,  2009. 


Present  your  Alumni  Association  membership  card 
for  a  10%  discount  off  food  purchases. 
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This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association's  CARD-  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount 
noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership 
in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Aaron's  Sales  &  Lease 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

Brownstone's  LLC 

Caliente  Grille 

Chesterfield's 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Command  Spanish,  Inc 


Doherty's  Furniture 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 
Holiday  Inn  * 

Holiday  Inn  Express,  Lucedale 
Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

King  Photography 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

O'Charley's 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

The  Sleep  Number  Store  by  Select  Comfort 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 
The  Spicy  Pickle 
Stix  &  Stones  Garden  Ctr. 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 


50%  discount  oa  first  month's  payment 

on  any  new  lease  agreement 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

20%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  off  of  total  purchase 

10%  discount  on  food  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

20%  discount  on  oliae  language  courses  at 

wwwxommandspanishonline.com  when  applying 

USMAA20  promotional  code 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Free  drink  with  purchase  of  sandwich 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

20%  discount  on  oil  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

15%  discouat  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  Life  Members 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

10%  off  rack  rate 

15%  off  standard  room  rote 

free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  oa  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discouat  on  all  sales 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  offer 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

5%  discount  oa  rental 

10%  discount  oa  selected  items 

10%  discount  oa  all  items 

$5.00  off  oae  18-hole  round  of  golf 

$250  closiag  cost  discount 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  oa  all  items 

Free  pillow  when  you  find  your  Sleep  Number  setting 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  ofil  or  #2  Burger 

5%  discount  oa  flooring, 

10%  discouat  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%  discount  oa  purchases  (cash-aad-carry  excluded) 

10%  discount  with  alumni  card 

10%  discount  on  total  purchase  (sale  items  excluded) 

10%  discouat  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  Life  Members 

on  all  services,  aot  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$1.00  off  order  of  sixinch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  game  day  party  subs 

10%  off  total  bill 


A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  "Hattiesburg  locations  only. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asst 
ciation  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  a< 
ditional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bankof  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  NoAnnual-Fee 
MasterCard''1  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 

42}        Shack 

OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

Sports  Shack 

Sports  Shack  is  an  official  collegiate  store 
that  sells  Southern  Miss  and  NCAA  sports 
apparel  and  gifts.  For  more  information, 
call  228.392.7007  or  visit  sportsshack.com. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch. 
For  more  information,  call  1 .80fJ.523.0124 
and  request  operator  A22SF. 

(:Jtnnr/i// ■  J  rtntiii/i  /in// ■  /r/nnhi// 
Printing  and  Framing.  For  more 
information,  call  1.866.418.0320. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more 
information  or  to  order,  call  1 .866J3ALFOUR 
and  ask  for  reference  code  2315. 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts. 

For  more  information,  call  1.888.71 2 .5083. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international 
excursions  for  Southern  Miss  alumni. 
For  information  on  upcoming  trips,  contact 
the  Alumni  Association  at  60 1 .266.50 1 3 . 


MARSH 

Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1 .888.560.ALUM  (2586). 


Liberty 
Mutual 


Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1 .800.98 1 2372. 


DiplomaDisplay" 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


Answers  below  are  to  questions  asked  on  Page  14. 

1.  1930 

2.  Reggie  Collier 

3.  The  Honor  House  was  built  as  Mississippi  Normal 
College's  Industrial  Cottage  in  1912  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  a  laboratory  for  girls  to  "learn  practical 
home  keeping  in  all  its  phases." 

4.  Two  hundred  and  twenty  seven  students  attended 
MNC  beginning  on  September  18,  1912. 

5.  "The  Gold  Leaf"  and  the  "Society  of  1910,"  both 
of  which  have  made  their  presence  known  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus  in  recent  years  were  featured 
in  the  News  Around  Campus  section  of  the  Summer 
2006  edition  of  The  Talon. 

Fall  2009 


64 


HMMM 


V 


I  H  b. 


> 


The  Rock  is  named  for  local  attorney  M.M.  Roberts,  a  Southern 
Miss  alumnus  and  former  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning.  The  stadium  history  dates  back  to 
October  29,  1932,  when  State  Teachers  College  defeated  Spring  Hill 
College,  12-0,  as  some  4,000  fans  looked  on  from  wooden  bleachers. 
That  day  the  playing  field  was  dedicated  as  "Faulkner  Field"  in  honor 
of  local  businessman  L.E.  Faulkner,  who  provided  the  materials  and 
equipment  to  build  the  original  facility. 

The  east  side  of  the  stadium,  which  was  completed  in  1939  and 
also  served  as  a  men's  dormitory,  was  nicknamed  "The  Rock"  by 
football  players  who  helped  with  the  construction  of  the  stadium  for 
scholarships  and  training  purposes.  The  west  side  of  the  stadium 
was  completed  in  1953,  and  the  upper  decks  were  added  in  1976.  An 
expansion  ol  the  stadium  added  seats  and  luxury  boxes  to  the  south 
end  zone  in  2008. 

The  playing  field  at  Roberts  Stadium  underwent  a  name  change 
in  2004  when  it  was  renamed  Carlisle-Faulkner  Field  in  honor  of 
alumnus  and  entrepreneur  Gene  Carlisle,  whose  contribution  went  to 
the  installation  of  a  new  playing  surface,  Momentum  Turf  by  Sportexe. 
A  stadium-record  crowd  of  36,232  attended  the  Golden  Eagles"  season- 
opening  win  versus  Alcorn  State  in  2009. 

Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,   '80 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 


Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 
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The  Power  To  Light  Up  The  Future. 


MISSISSIPPI  mL 
POWER 


UN  COMPANY 
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ALUMNI 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 


SlXi*    Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


CHECK  OUT  OUR 

TIME  MACHINE. 


I^Vik 


OPEN  TUESDAY  THRU  SATURDAY  ::  10AM  -  4PM 

FREE  ADMISSION 


CREATED  IN  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  THE  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  AND  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT  AND  THE  MISSISSIPPI  DEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY. 


HISTORIC  USO  CLUB 


601.450.1942 


HATTIESBURGUSO.COM 


